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Preface 
   At age fifty-one I wrote a pamphlet on raising children. I gave a few 

people copies and did not hear back from any of them. I decided I did not 

write enough on the mercy of God and did not make it clear that I set a 

high standard that no one could reach. I only wanted to address all the 

issues I felt were important. 

  The writing will come off as legalistic so I want to make it clear; I don’t 

do all the stuff God has said for us to do. The reader needs to keep cause 

and effect in mind. This is not “Do this or burn” but “Do this and this will 

happen”. If the reader is not a Christian, see the back of the book to 

establish a personal relationship with God. All I am doing is sharing what 

I believe God wants me to see. When I write, I am really talking to my 

children and myself. You get to listen in.  

   I have a degree from the University of Texas at Austin in Business 

Management. I am a businessman who writes when I can. I have no 

seminary education and do not want one. A seminary typically just 

reinforces that denomination’s point of view.  Not to have a seminary 

education is an advantage not a disadvantage; please do not be 

encumbered by your denomination’s point of view. I am an active member 

of my local church, which is a member of a denomination, so I am not 

anti-denominational. I have read my Bible almost daily for over 40 years 

and have listened to hours and hours of teaching on radio, television and 

teaching tapes. I also have and use a Hebrew/Greek dictionary and 

concordance.  

   As I got to the last chapters of this book, I found I did not have much to 

add to what I had written earlier, so I did not write just to be writing 

something. I have also said some things more than once but have tried to 

add some new insight when repeating myself. 
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Introduction 

   As I got out of my car one morning at the downtown post office the 

Holy Spirit pointed out a “street type” person and told me to meet his 

needs.  He was neat and clean, but I could tell he had spent a lot of time on 

the street.  He probably had recently become a Christian after spending 

years on the street. He had a pleasant smile, but I noticed a lot of wear in 

his face. 

   After the Holy Spirit spoke to me, my thoughts were about how little 

money I had.  It was during a tough financial time and we were on a very 

tight budget. I did not feel like I could afford to give the guy any money.  I 

knew God wanted me to help him but I didn’t think I could do anything. 

   Then these Bible verses started coming out of my spirit: Proverbs 19:17 

He who has pity on the poor lends to the Lord; and the Lord will 

repay. / Luke 6:38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, 

pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give 

into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it 

shall be measured to you again. /  2 Corinthians 9:6 But this I say, He 

which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which 

soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. I was about to pass up 

the best business deal I had received in a long time. In fact, I couldn’t 

afford NOT to help this guy. 

   He had spotted me too.  He came up to me and said he was trying to get 

money to buy a bus ticket to Los Angeles and could I help?  I then asked 

him how much he needed.  He said, “About fifty dollars.”  Remembering 

the verses that went through my head, I gave him $60. All I had was four 

twenties. If I ask God for money, I would like for Him to round up also. 

God tells us to do something and then, when we hesitate, He gives us 

promises to help us complete what He wants us to do. 

   In this study I want readers to go through Proverbs and ask the question, 

“What’s in it for us?”  This started out as emails to my five children, 

things I wanted them to know and reminders of the things I taught them 

growing up.   

   As I was thinking about how to get started, I remembered Psalm 1:3 

….whatever he does prospers.  I said to myself, “What do I have to do to 

make everything I do prosper, not only in my job, but Bible study and 

what I write?”  I started studying Psalm 1.  
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Psalm 1:1-3  

1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, 

nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 

scornful.  

2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he 

meditate day and night.  

3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that 

bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and 

whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.  

   I saw: Don’t do what the ungodly say to do; don’t go the same way 

sinners go; don’t be like or listen to scornful or mocking people. Then in 

verse 2 I saw I must delight in the law of the Lord and meditate in it day 

and night. I took stock of myself in these areas. Verse 3 has motivated me 

to look into all areas of my life.  Psalm 1:3 And he shall be like a tree 

planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his 

season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall 

prosper.   That’s what I want, to be fruitful without withering and prosper 

in everything I do. Here is my self-assessment:  

1. I don’t do what ungodly people say to do (usually-unless nearly all 

sin is doing what ungodly people say to do). 

2. I try not to go to places where sinners go or argue with them. 

3. I do listen to a lot of political shows that are nearly all scornful and 

mocking. That one is easy to cut out. 

4. I have always delighted in learning what God wanted me to do, 

even if only because I know that what God tells me to do is in my 

best interest.  

5. About meditating in the Word day and night, I do listen to all kinds 

of radio preachers because I am often driving in my work. I listen 

to teaching tapes in the car also. I do watch way too much TV, and 

that is going to need to be corrected.  

So I see to the extent I do these five things, I can expect God to make me 

fruitful and prosperous.  

   At this point you may say, “What an ungrateful jerk. Instead of living a 

godly life because of all the great things God has done for him, he only 

cares about what’s in it for him.”  That may be a valid point, but I didn’t 

write Psalm 1 or any of the other promises God has made to people who 

do certain things. Doing something that is good and benefits others, even 
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if our motive is not 100% pure, is better than not doing anything for 

people. Had I not spent many hours meditating on the giving scriptures, 

there would not have been anything inside of me to help me get that guy a 

bus ticket.  So my faith in God’s Word and my faith in God’s promises to 

the giver helped and motivated me to do what God wanted me to do.  If 

my motivation was not 100% pure, God can work on that.  I bet the guy I 

helped didn’t care one way or the other what my “motivation” was; he just 

wanted a bus ticket.  So, to the “ungrateful jerk” charge I confess “guilty”.  

But in doing so, I ask the reader to decide what they would have done if 

they were in my place.  Would the guy still be standing there?  Would he 

have been told to go get a job?  How about, “Hey bum, you reap what you 

sow”?  “I’m sorry; I just don’t have enough money”?  Or, “here’s a 

dollar”?  

   In the story of the rich young man (Matthew 19:16-30), Peter asked 

Jesus, 27 Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have 

forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore?  Please 

note that Jesus didn’t get all bent out of shape. He said, 29 And every one 

that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or 

mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall 

receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life. I do not mind 

identifying with Peter asking, “what shall we have?” 

     People call me a fundamentalist, but a better description would be, I am 

a literalist. I believe that God said what He meant and meant what He said.   

2
 
Timothy 3:16-17 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 

furnished unto all good works. I believe in a 6 day creation less the 

10,000 years ago (this is easy to prove with the science we know). I 

believe at the Last Supper when Jesus gave the disciples bread and he said 

it was His body, it was His body. (I don’t know why or how it happened 

but because He said it and those words ended up in the Bible, they can be 

trusted.)  If a person, Solomon, has God’s wisdom and it made it into the 

Bible, we can know it is the very words of God. That is how I approach 

the Bible. 

   I am writing this on December 24
th

. I just heard another sermon about 

putting Christ back in Christmas. We hear sermons each year saying, 

focus on Jesus, not all the other busy stuff. Why do we continue to do too 
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much in December? The reason is we have nothing to hang our hat on. If 

the Bible had said, “Put Christ in Christmas and God will give you a 

million dollars,” we would figure out a way to get Jesus in Christmas. But 

since it doesn’t, we continue to run around all over the place during 

December and we keep hearing the same sermon each year. No faith is 

built because God does not address the issue and there is no promise about 

keeping Christ in Christmas. 

   I have done things and thought things of which I am very ashamed; 

however, those things are forgiven and the wrong things I will probably do 

today will also be put under the blood of Jesus. I do not stand before God 

on the basis of what I have done but on the basis of what Jesus has done.  

2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew 

no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. This 

gives me moral authority to share what I feel led to in this study and to set 

a high standard of conduct that I can’t reach.  When you spend a lot of 

time meditating on God’s mercy and love, you quit feeling guilty about 

not being perfect and get on with doing the best you can.  

   So, here is how I want you to receive this teaching:  If you do certain 

things, certain things will happen.  If you do the good things God says to 

do, good things will happen. If you don’t, then instead of worrying about 

the bad things, throw yourself on the mercy of God. He’ll forgive you.  

Remember to run to God with your sins, not away from Him.  Hebrews 

4:16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may 

obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. God is saying, 

“Come on in; don’t bother to knock; take all the mercy you need.” The old 

song says, “You don’t knock you just walk on in.” The word “obtain” 

does not mean ask.  

   The Christian life starts us at zero. When a person is born again-Romans 

10:9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 

shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, 

thou shalt be saved.-that person is just as righteous as the Pope, Billy 

Graham, St. Francis, you or me. God took our sins and the law that made 

us sinners and nailed them to the cross. Colossians 2:13 And you, being 

dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he 

quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;  14 

Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which 

was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 
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So now we can deal with our conduct without fear, and look and see the 

good things that are in store for us if we do what the Bible says to do.     

   Love is one other thing we need to look at before starting that also has 

promises. We should do everything out of love. 1 Corinthians 13:1 

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not 

charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.  2 And 

though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and 

all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove 

mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.  3 And though I 

bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be 

burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.  

   Jesus gave us one law, to love one another. So, if I treat everyone with 

love, I may ask “What’s in it for me?” 

Deuteronomy 28:1-13 

 1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the 

voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his 

commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy 

God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth:  

 2 And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if 

thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God.  

 3 Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the 

field.  

 4 Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, 

and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of 

thy sheep.  

 5 Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store.  

 6 Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and blessed shalt thou 

be when thou goest out.  

 7 The LORD shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be 

smitten before thy face: they shall come out against thee one way, and 

flee before thee seven ways.  

 8 The LORD shall command the blessing upon thee in thy 

storehouses, and in all that thou settest thine hand unto; and he shall 

bless thee in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.  

 9 The LORD shall establish thee an holy people unto himself, as he 

hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the commandments of the 

LORD thy God, and walk in his ways.  
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 10 And all people of the earth shall see that thou art called by the 

name of the LORD; and they shall be afraid of thee.  

 11 And the LORD shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of 

thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground, 

in the land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers to give thee.  

 12 The LORD shall open unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to 

give the rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all the work of 

thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not 

borrow.  

 13 And the LORD shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and 

thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou 

hearken unto the commandments of the LORD thy God, which I 

command thee this day, to observe and to do them:  

That sure makes me want to develop love in my life.  

   This is the verse that first brought home to me how much God loves us 

and how he treats us when we sin. Speaking of Jesus, Isaiah 42:3 A 

bruised reed He will not break, and a dimly burning wick He will not 

quench…Amplified.  A reed is used to play music. Today we have reed 

instruments, such as the saxophone and clarinet. If a person damages the 

reed, it must be thrown out because it cannot be used. But God says he 

will not discard someone because that person is damaged and isn’t perfect. 

A smoldering wick does nothing but stink up the room. I put a bag of 

popcorn in the microwave at work one day and was called to the phone. 

When I came back and opened the popcorn, I found it to be smoldering. 

Everyone started yelling at me to get the smoldering popcorn outside. God 

will not throw us out just because we stink. 

   It might be a good time to throw this in. Read Joel (especially 2:18-27). 

When we sin and it causes us loss, God is so forgiving that He will give us 

back what we lost through disobedience.  Joel 2:25 And I will restore to 

you the years that the locust hath eaten,… 

   1 Corinthians 1:23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a 

stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; Both the religious 

mind and the rational mind have trouble grasping the fact that the God 

who created the universe cared so much for me that he sent his Son to be 

nailed to a cross, and that this God will forgive all my sins if I ask him. 

The religious mind thinks you have to do something to get God’s favor. 

What separates Judaism and Christianity from other world religions is: 
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Judaism and Christianity are God reaching to man instead of man reaching 

to God. The rational mind thinks this concept is foolish. 

   So we start. If we fall short in any way, we pick up, go get some mercy, 

and keep going. We will remember that any guilt or condemnation that 

drives us away from God comes from Satan. Romans 8:1 There is 

therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, 

who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

 

Chapter 1 

1:1. The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel;  

   If we want some motivation to hear what Solomon has to say, read the 

first eleven chapters of 1 Kings. Look at the footnotes in Chapter 10.  

1 Kings 10:14 Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one 

year was six hundred threescore and six talents of gold, 15 Beside that 

he had of the merchantmen, and of the traffick of the spice merchants, 

and of all the kings of Arabia, and of the governors of the country. 

    The footnote in my Bible says 666 talents is 25 tons. In today’s dollars 

with gold at $1200 an ounce, that is approximately $960 million per year 

and that does not include his other income. He received this much gold per 

year because he had God’s wisdom. In 1 Kings 3:1-15, God asks him what 

he wants and Solomon says wisdom. We can learn from Solomon’s 

proverbs and we can see some of the pitfalls he ran into and avoid them. 

Since this is mostly for my children, I have included some life lessons 

along the way. These are things I think are important to know.   

Life Lesson – Listen to Godly and successful people. 
 

1:2. To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of 

understanding; 

   The Hebrew “to know” has a lot of depth, not just having met someone 

but knowing everything about that person. It is the word used for knowing 

a person carnally, which is becoming one with that person. It is being able 

to distinguish and perceive. I have always heard that wisdom means 

applying and using knowledge correctly. This Hebrew word seems to bear 

that out. The New American translation uses the word “discipline” instead 

of “instruction”. In the second part of the verse, the Amplified says 

“discern and comprehend the words of understanding and insight”. With 
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the study of Proverbs, I can be intimate with wisdom and look at things 

the way God sees them. 
 

1:3. To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and 

equity; 

   All the translations I looked at use the word “receive” except New 

International which says “for acquiring”. The Hebrew says “to take” and is 

translated “to take” nearly all the other times where this word appears in 

the Bible. “Receive” and “acquire” are correct and I do not like to find 

myself at odds with Hebrew scholars (it makes me feel a little stupid to 

say this) but I like “to take” because we are going to get all we can suck 

out of Proverbs. New American says, “to receive training in wise conduct, 

in what is right, just and honest.” We want to take all the training and 

discipline God will give us because we want to do what is right, just and 

honest. 

     

     1:4. To give subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowledge and 

discretion.                          

         Proverbs will work for anyone. Subtilty can mean shrewdness, 

craftiness, prudence and wisdom. Simple can be translated naïve. 

Knowledge is the best way this translates but the word can mean 

perception, skill, discernment, understanding, wisdom. The root is “to 

know”. This verse covers the simple person and young person. As I was 

writing, this thought came to mind – Why not make our Sunday school 

curriculum based on Proverbs? Or have a four-year required course in 

Proverbs in Christian schools and colleges? 

 

1:5. A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of 

understanding shall attain unto wise counsels:    

   “Hear” also means to listen and obey. A wise man will hear, listen to 

and obey what is in Proverbs and will know more than before he got into 

Proverbs. An understanding, discerning, intelligent man will get, acquire, 

buy, and create sound guidance. In the Amplified Bible it says “so that he 

may be able to steer his course rightly.” 

 

1:6. To understand a proverb, and the interpretation; the words of the 

wise, and their dark sayings.    
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   We study this book to help us understand and correctly interpret the 

events and the things that come into our lives. As we study, we see things 

the way God sees them. We can understand deep things. In 2 Peter 3:15-

16, we read the fact that Paul’s writings are “hard to understand”. Proverbs 

helps us to understand the rest of the Bible. 

   Proverbs will help anyone who studies it. We all fit in somewhere as 

wise, young, simple, or understanding. Proverbs helps us avoid messes in 

our lives by always using wisdom. By using the wisdom of God we can 

avoid the pitfalls Satan tries to put in our path and also the ones we make 

for ourselves. When I ask God why He let something happen in my life, I 

usually get back, “I didn’t let this happen; you did.”  In looking at 

different translations we can get a more complete meaning for each verse 

studied. 

   So “What’s in it for us if we study Proverbs?” The answer is “Wisdom.”  

 

1:7. The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools 

despise wisdom and instruction.                                                                                                                                                                         

1:7. The reverent and worshipful fear of the Lord is the beginning and 

the principal and choice part of knowledge - that is, its starting point 

and its essence: but fools despise skillful and godly wisdom, 

instruction, and discipline. Amplified 

   Respect can be added to the meaning of fear. Again knowledge can also 

be perception, skill, discernment, understanding and wisdom. “Fools” 

refers to people who are morally deficient. Instruction can also be defined 

as discipline, chastening and correction. 

   I have a degree from The University of Texas at Austin so I am not a 

stupid person. Why do I see the physical world as less than 10,000 years 

old and fitting perfectly into the second law of thermodynamics (a system 

moves from order to disorder), and yet people, smarter than I am, see the 

same world and say it is millions of years old and is moving from disorder 

to more ordered? Evolution is mathematically impossible yet these people, 

whose IQs are much higher than mine, don't see it. The answer is verse 7. 

They do not see things in the light of the Word or the new birth. Also, 

Satan has blinded the minds of unbelievers. 2 Corinthians 4:4 In whom 

the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe 

not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of 

God, should shine unto them.        
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Life Lesson – When praying for an unbeliever, bind Satan and ask God to 

open that person’s eyes to see the truth about God’s love and the good 

news of salvation. 

   All knowledge and the events of our life must be understood in the light 

of the Word. Everything in this physical world is subject to change. Our 

words, our faith, and prayer can change the physical world (see Mark 

chapter 11). If you cannot understand something, you can ask God to tell 

you what is happening and what you should do. 

James 1:5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to 

all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.  6 But 

let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a 

wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. 7 For let not that 

man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. 8 A double 

minded man is unstable in all his ways. 

Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. If that 

doesn't make you get in the Word, I don't know what will. This is a daily, 

lifelong responsibility. When our Word level drops or is never raised in 

the first place, we look to the world to fill that void. One company makes 

money off of people who think a Civil War Chess Set will make them feel 

good about themselves. If a person is a Civil War buff who likes to play 

chess, God would want him to have a set but otherwise, it would be 

foolish. So Bible study - What's in it for us? - How about keeping you and 

your family out of trouble? 

   Our goal is not to seek or acquire knowledge but to …seek His 

kingdom… Luke 12:31.  Paul called his accomplishments dung. 

(Philippians 3: 1-11) 1 Corinthians 8:1 Knowledge puffeth up, but 

charity builds up. If you spend all your time in the Word with no 

prayer, you get legalistic. If you spend all your time in prayer, you get 

flaky (unsound theology). We should balance studying the Word and 

prayer, with a good dose of singing and praise thrown in.  

   Bible study builds faith and the capacity for faith. Romans 10:17 So 

then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. Prayer, 

especially praying in tongues, builds power. Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive 

power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be 

witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in 

Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. and 1 Corinthians 

14:4 He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he 
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that prophesieth edifieth the church. Singing brings the reality of God 

to us, puts down the flesh, and helps us hear from God.  Psalm 22:3 But 

thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel. Communion 

keeps us judging ourselves to get our sins under the blood and makes sure 

we forgive others to keep God's forgiveness coming to us. 

   The English preacher Smith Wigglesworth (early 1900s) learned to read 

when he was 50 years old. He then read only the Bible, no books about the 

Bible. He prayed in tongues two hours every day and took daily 

communion. It is documented he raised nine people from the dead, had all 

kinds of miracles happen in his ministry, and won thousands to Jesus. His 

exercise was dancing before the Lord. 

   At this point in my emails to my children I put in my thoughts on 

picking a church. I would look for a church that spends time coming to 

God's throne by singing (this is not done quickly), the Word is proclaimed 

in the pulpit and you believe the Holy Spirit is telling you to go there. If 

you believe God is saying to go someplace that doesn't do the first two 

things, you must be very careful and make sure it's not pride speaking. 

You also need to be prepared to keep yourself pumped-up in the Holy 

Spirit. We dry out very quickly if not fed. I want to add Proverbs 29:18 

Where there is no vision the people perish. We need fresh words from 

God on a regular basis. One child liked her church because it was going 

somewhere and doing something. 

Life Lesson - A church should make you want to pray, get into the Word, 

and show up every time the doors open. If your church is not motivating 

you in that direction, you must take a long hard look at your life and how 

you are living or you will be with the 380 sitting on the sidelines and 

missing all the blessings that God has to offer. 

   Jesus appeared to 500 people after the resurrection (I Corinthians 15:6), 

but only 120 were later in the upper room praying in Acts 1:15. Where 

were the other 380? Doing other things besides praying? Watching TV?  

Working? The time to get into the Word is today. Remember Pharaoh and 

the plague of frogs (Exodus 8:1-14). Moses said that Pharaoh could set the 

time the plague would be over and Pharaoh said "Tomorrow". It seemed 

as if Pharaoh wanted to spend one more night with frogs in his bed. 

Life Lesson - Do it today! Don't wait for tomorrow! Start getting into the 

Word today! Whatever work you have to do, do it today! 
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   Look how long it took me to start this study. Look at all the undone 

projects I have around the house. This study is for me as well as you.  

   Don't think that I always do what the Word says. One key to a successful 

Christian walk is being honest with ourselves and God. We should not run 

away from God when we sin, but run to Him. He's on our side. God is a 

lot nicer to me when I sin and am not in fellowship with Him and gets a 

lot tougher when things are going great. Romans 8:1 says that we are not 

under condemnation. When we understand the mercy of God like David 

did, we too will dance before God in our underwear (2 Samuel 6:14). 

 

1:8. My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law 

of thy mother:  

 

1:9. For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains 

about thy neck. 

   If you look at different translations, you get different ideas about 

"ornament of grace" and "chains". I picked King James because it seemed 

the most straightforward. Read other translations and you can see how 

different they can be. This means translations are also Bible 

commentaries. There are many examples that I know of (and I don't try to 

find them at all) where the translators put in their own opinions. 

   In my opinion, ornament of grace is something you give to a winner of a 

contest and chains are gold worn by kings. This would mean that the 

things my father has taught me and the rules my mom has made through 

the years are of great value and a way to victory in my life. That goes 

also for the in-laws I may encounter in my life.  

   This can be something we can believe and count on. Follow our mom's 

rules and our dad’s instructions and we will have wealth and victory in our 

lives. It is not that our mom's rules are always right all the time or our 

father’s teaching is so great; it is that God has promised if we do follow 

them, good things will happen. 

 

1:10. My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not. 

   Who we spend our time with is important. We should not be afraid to 

spend time with unbelievers but we need to make sure they do not have a 

negative effect on us.  



17 
 

1 Corinthians 5:9 I wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company 

with sexually immoral people. 10 Yet I certainly did not mean with 

the sexually immoral people of this world, or with the covetous, or 

extortioners, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the 

world. 11 But now I have written to you not to keep company with 

anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an 

idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner—not even to 

eat with such a person. 

 

1:11. If they say, “Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk 

privily for the innocent without cause: 

 

1:12. Let us swallow them up alive as the grave; and whole, as those 

that go down into the pit: 

 

1:13. We shall find all precious substance, we shall fill our houses with 

spoil: 

 

1:14. Cast in your lot among us, Let us all have one purse.” NKJV 

   Sin always looks good. 2 Corinthians 11:14 …. for Satan himself is 

transformed into an angel of light. Alcohol ads don’t show a drunk bum 

living on the street or the thousands of dead people killed by drunk drivers 

each year. They show beautiful people having a good time.  

 

1:15. My son, do not walk in the way with them, keep your foot from 

their path; NKJV  

        

1:16. For their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed blood. 

NKJV 

        

1:17. Surely, in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird; NKJV 

        

1:18. But they lie in wait for their own blood, they lurk secretly for 

their own lives. NKJV  

 

1:19. So are the ways of everyone who is greedy for gain; it takes away 

the life of its owners. NKJV 
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   We can choose death or life. We can choose operating in blessings of 

God or we can, like Pharaoh, spend one more night with the frogs (Exodus 

8:1-14). The choice is simple: do the right thing and good things happen to 

you; do wrong things and bad things happen to you. It’s not so much a 

question of heaven or hell but how we live our lives in our body. God will 

forgive you if you murder someone, but you will go to jail and your life 

will be very unpleasant. Even sins like overeating and lust that seem 

harmless to others have a consequence in the end. It is not "God’s gonna 

get you if you don't watch out". It is more like Satan is going to get you if 

you walk in his territory. If God wanted to "get us", He would not have 

had to send Jesus to the cross because we were already "got". 

 

1:20. Wisdom calls aloud outside; She raises her voice in the open 

squares. NKJV 

 

1:21. She cries out in the chief concourses,
 
at the openings of the gates 

in the city She speaks her words: NKJV 

 

1:22. “ How long, you simple ones, will you love simplicity? For 

scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge. NKJV 

 

1:23. Turn at my rebuke; surely I will pour out my spirit on you; I 

will make my words known to you. NKJV    

   God is calling everyone, no secrets.  

   This is an amazing promise. The very thoughts of God and the heart of 

God are open to us. God will pour out (or gush forth) His heart and tell us 

exactly what He is thinking. All we must do is respond to His rebuke. 

 

1:24. Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out my 

hand, and no man regarded, 

 

1:25. But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would none of my 

reproof: 

 

1:26. I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear 

cometh; 
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1:27. When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction 

cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you.  

   A Fort Worth preacher always says that he wants to be a "whosoever" 

person. He means that when the Bible says "whosoever" and has a great 

promise, he wants to get in on it. The call is for everyone. The blessings 

are for everyone, you do not have to be an American. The promises of 

God will work for anyone in the poorest country in the world. When bad 

things happen, don't blame God. God is offering His word and wisdom to 

keep us from disaster. 

   God does not laugh at anyone's trouble. Wisdom does. It is like when a 

doctor gives a person medicine, and he doesn't take it. When he dies, that 

medicine by his bed laughs and mocks him. 

Life Lesson - Everything is up to us, we decide whether to study 

and believe the Word or not. Our faith and God's power will deliver us 

from harm. The woman with the issue of blood was told by Jesus that it 

was her faith that healed her (Mark 5:24-34). We can use our faith to 

receive from God. Jesus never told anyone to go suffer some more and 

that God had a few more lessons the person needed to learn.  

 

1:28. Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall 

seek me early, but they shall not find me: 

 

1:29. For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of 

the LORD: 

 

1:30. They would none of my counsel: they despised all my reproof. 

 

1:31. Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be 

filled with their own devices. 

 

1:32. For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and the 

prosperity of fools shall destroy them. 

 

1:33. But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be 

quiet from fear of evil. 

   Most non-Christians think Christians are dumb or anti-intellectual when 

in fact we see that self-will, as opposed to God's will, is destructive. 
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Freedom, security, peace, freedom from fear, and joy come from 

obedience. In third-world countries the people are uneducated, so they 

don't know any better than to believe what God has said. Miraculous 

healings, raisings from the dead, and deliverance of all kinds are common 

occurrences. The stories coming from Africa and South America are 

amazing. We in the West filter everything through our keen intellects and 

seminary educations and know all the reasons why God is not healing in 

our day. 2 Timothy 3:5 (In the last days) Having a form of godliness, 

but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. Again the choice 

is simple. Romans 14:17 For the Kingdom of God is not a matter of 

eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

Chapter 2 
2:1. My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my 

commandments with thee;  

 

2:2. So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart 

to understanding; 

 

2:3. Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for 

understanding;  

 

2:4. If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid 

treasures; 

  

2:5. Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the 

knowledge of God.  

   Psalm 19:7-11 fits in here. The Word of God is more precious than gold 

and sweeter than honey. 

 Psalm 19:7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; the 

testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple;  

8 The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the 

commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes;  

9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the judgments of 

the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
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10 More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold; 

sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 

11 Moreover by them Your servant is warned, and in keeping them 

there is great reward. NKJV 

      We spend all kinds of money on education hoping for a better life for 

us and our children when all we need for success is God’s word. God 

made His word simple; the simplest person can understand the principles. 

All we have to do is what God tells us to do and we have “great reward”. 

Lack of education does not disqualify us from the spiritual or material 

blessings God has for us. And, we have the Holy Spirit to give us the 

power to obey God’s word.  

   David could write Psalm 19 because he understood his covenant with 

God and lived free from guilt. That is the way we should live, free from 

guilt, always ready to talk to God, confess our sin and move on. There is a 

place in Jesus where the only thing we feel guilty about is not feeling 

guilty. Then we can relate with affection to God as “daddy” (Abba) 

instead of being afraid of Him all the time.  

   The start of Chapter 2 sets up the rest of the chapter. Verse 1-4 says 

what we have to do to make the rest of the chapter work for us. Being 

baptized in the Holy Spirit and staying filled with the Holy Spirit (I mean 

with evidence of speaking in tongues) gives us a hunger for the Word and 

a desire to be in His presence. We want the joy of His presents every day. 

   God's Word becomes a joy to study, we begin to understand it, and the 

Holy Spirit begins showing us all kinds of great things we’ve missed in 

the past. I am seeing things in this study of Proverbs I have never seen 

before. For example I got a whole new depth to verse 1:33, my wife had 

seen it but I had not. I am looking forward to the rest of this chapter. I get 

excited looking at the promises God has for us in the rest of this chapter. It 

takes faith and a heart change to be able to fulfill the first part, but again it 

is available for anyone who wants it. 

 

2:6. For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh 

knowledge and understanding. 

    If we do verses 1-4 then we can believe that we have wisdom, 

knowledge, and understanding. When we have a problem, the answer will 

be inside us. If we put the Word down deep inside and renew our minds 

with the Word, the Holy Spirit will bring that Word to remembrance when 
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we need to take care of anything that comes in our path. It may come by 

direct revelation from the Holy Spirit or a reminder of what is in our 

renewed mind. I want to develop the thought of speaking or confessing the 

Word because it is important that we understand how our speech relates to 

these next few verses. 

   If we do verses 1-4 and say we do not have wisdom, knowledge, and 

understanding we call God a liar. It can be as simple as "I don't know what 

to do about this." God says we know, we say we don't. When facing a 

decision, we should get quiet and see what comes from the inside of us (I 

mean seconds, not hours - a large decision may require extra time to make 

sure we are right). We should feel peace inside.  

   We walk by faith not by our feelings. 2 Corinthians 5:7 we walk by 

faith not by sight. The whole idea of this is to make these verses work for 

us. We only receive from God by faith, whether it is salvation or getting a 

parking place. Knowing that we can have wisdom, knowledge, and 

understanding should make us want to do verses 1-4. 

Life Lesson - You can have what you say (Mark 11:23). David said "Put a 

guard over my mouth" (Psalm 141:3). 

 

2:7. He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those 

who walk uprightly; NKJV 

        The translations are all over the place on this one. However, it is safe 

to say that if we do verses 1-4, God has stored up for us Godly wisdom, 

knowledge, understanding and abiding success. God will protect anyone 

who walks honestly (with integrity). 

 

2:8. That He may guard the paths of justice. Yes, He preserves the 

way of His saints. Amplified 

    Again we see divine protection for the person who does verses 1-4. 

   Our faith is built by meditation in the Word. So if we want to build our 

faith in doing good, we must go over the promises again and again. Any 

time I have a thought like "Look how much money tithing has cost me", I 

quickly go over the giving scriptures again until my faith in God's 

blessings to the giver is built back up. This is a lifelong thing. I read my 

Bible daily and listen on radio and TV to Bible teachers and still don't 

spend nearly enough time in the Word. (This Bible study is helping me 

more than you.) 
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Life Lesson - You must daily stay in the Word to receive all the great 

things God has for you. 

 

2:9. Then you will understand righteousness and justice, equity and 

every good path. 

 

2:10. For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will be 

pleasant to your soul.  

 

2:11. Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee: 

NKJV 

   Studying these verses has made me want to get in God’s Word even 

more than I'm doing now. These verses really answer the question, 

"What's in it for us?" Godly wisdom, godly understanding, and godly 

knowledge is available to anyone that wants it. Again, we see God’s 

protection. As I was sitting at a red light I could see that a car was coming 

and was not going to stop when his light turned red and mine green. It was 

still far away but on the inside the Holy Spirit said, “Don’t go.” I tried to 

signal the car next to me but was not able to and he left on the green light. 

The car ran the red light and the car that was next to me got hit. We hear 

these types of stories all the time, where the Holy Spirit gave wisdom and 

prevented a person from harm. 

 

2:12. To deliver you from the way of evil, from the man who speaks 

perverse things,  

 

2:13. From those who leave the paths of uprightness to walk in the 

ways of darkness;  

 

2:14. Who rejoice in doing evil, and delight in the perversity of the 

wicked;  

 

2:15. Whose ways are crooked, and who are devious in their paths;  

 

2:16. To deliver you from the immoral woman, from the seductress 

who flatters with her words,  
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2:17. Who forsakes the companion of her youth, and forgets the 

covenant of her God.  

 

2:18. For her house leads down to death, and her paths to the dead;  

 

2:19. None who go to her return, nor do they regain the paths of life— 

NKJV     

   Verses 1-4 will save us from wicked men and wicked women. 

   The church we attend will either fire us up to get in the Word or not. If 

we attend a church that does not fire us up, we must do this ourselves. 

Christian music is probably the best place to start. We can get some 

anointed music that makes us feel uplifted; this will help. After that, we 

can reread the first two chapters of Proverbs over and over. Maybe 

Christian TV will help. We must do something to keep the Holy Spirit 

stirred up inside us. 

 

2:20. That thou mayest walk in the way of good men, and keep the 

paths of the righteous.  

 

2:21. For the upright shall dwell in the land, and the perfect shall 

remain in it.  

 

2:22. But the wicked shall be cut off from the earth, and the 

transgressors shall be rooted out of it. 

   Psalm 84 says that God does not withhold any good thing for people 

who do what is right. This sounds good to me. Psalm 84:11 For the 

LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: 

no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.  

   But what happens when things don't go the way we want them?  There 

are reasons and answers for everything that happens in our lives; this study 

will help us have the wisdom to figure things out or ask God what is going 

on. But look at Psalm 84:6 Who passing through the valley of Baca 

make it a well; the rain also filleth the pools. "Baca" means weeping, 

mourning, tears. Look what He says "When passing through" and "they 

make it a place of springs (well, fountain)". First, we are not going to be 

there forever and second, we are going to bless the place where we are, 

just by us being there.  
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Life Lesson - God's on our side. Bloom where we’re planted. If life gives 

us lemons, make lemonade.  

 

Chapter 3 
3:1. My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my 

commandments;  

 

3:2. For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee 

   The word “peace” is shalom – peace, safety, rest, favor, prosperity (NIV 

uses prosperity). So if we want to live a long time and be at peace, be safe, 

find favor with God and everyone, and prosper, we should do Proverbs 

2:1-4. God says to have faith in those things and keep them down deep on 

the inside of us. 

   2 Timothy 2:20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of 

gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, 

and some to dishonour.  

 21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel 

unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared 

unto every good work. 

    If we want to be used by Jesus to advance the Kingdom and be used for 

noble purposes, we must cleanse ourselves. Again it is up to us. God will 

help all He can but we have to take the first step.  

   Jesus did all the work in defeating Satan so everyone can be born again 

and filled with the Holy Spirit. What we do with the gift of salvation is up 

to us. It is up to me whether I go to church or stay home, read the Bible or 

watch TV, pray or sleep, take communion or go eat a pizza. If we do the 

Dos, we won’t have time to do the Don’ts. If we put ourselves in position 

to receive from God and in a position to be ministered to by the Holy 

Spirit, we will be working to change ourselves from mud to gold.  

   Let’s make sure we understand that salvation is not earned. All the world 

religions are man reaching to God. Judaism and Christianity are God 

reaching to man. Read Colossians 2:6-23. Colossians 2:13 And you, 

being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he 

quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;  

 14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, 

which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his 

cross; 
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    Not only did God forgive us, but He took the law we broke and nailed it 

to the cross. We are completely free from human regulations. When we 

really grab hold of verses 13-14, like David, we will dance around town in 

our underwear celebrating the mercy of God and our covenant.(2 Samuel 

6:12-23)  

 

3:3. Let not mercy and truth forsake you; bind them around your 

neck, write them on the tablet of your heart, NKJV 

 

3:4. And so find favor and high esteem in the sight of God and man. 

NKJV  

“Mercy and truth” can mean “love and faithfulness” or “kindness and 

fidelity”. Jesus only gave us one rule – love. If you love me, you won’t 

steal from me or kill me, etc. If we develop the love walk, then we can 

expect the blessings of Deuteronomy 28 to overtake us and stay with us. I 

don’t think there is anything we can do about it; the blessings will come 

upon us. When we study “love” we are studying God Himself. Both 1 

John 4:8 and 1 John 4:16 include “God is love…”  

   Love is not a feeling but a commitment, so we must treat people right at 

all times no matter what they have done to us. Forgiveness is a key. We 

must forgive the person who pulls out in front of us on the freeway, the 

clerk who does not give us proper service, the co-worker who leaves the 

microwave dirty, the person who steals from us, etc. This is an act of the 

will, not of feelings. Remember, no matter how we feel, we must treat the 

person like they did us no wrong. It takes the power of God to do this. So, 

how do we get more power and develop the love walk? 

   Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: 

against such there is no law. These fruits are the things that win us favor 

with God and man. These also help us understand the Beatitudes in 

Matthew 5:3-12. The fruits are developed by being filled with the Holy 

Spirit. Even though books have been written about the subject of being 

filled with the Holy Spirit, let’s look at a few verses and try to make it as 

easy to understand as possible.  

   John 14:17…the world cannot receive… A person must be born again 

to receive the Holy Spirit. In the Old Covenant the Holy Spirit was only 
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given to the prophet, priest, and king. These were special dispensations. In 

the New Covenant the Holy Spirit is for all believers. 

   Luke 11:13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 

your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the 

Holy Spirit to them that ask him? All we have to do is ask. We do not 

have to be good enough. The Holy Spirit makes us more powerful 

Christians. Read this verse over and over to build up your faith. Then just 

ask God to fill you and know that He will.  

    Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is 

come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, 

and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the 

earth. The word “power” is the Greek word from which we get “dynamo” 

and “dynamite”. Jesus did not want His disciples going in their own 

power. 

    Acts 2:4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to 

speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

   1 Corinthians 14:4 He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth 

himself….  

   This gives us the power we need to love. God will give the Holy Spirit 

to anyone who asks. We build ourselves up to help other people. Meditate 

on these verses until you build up your faith, then ask God to baptize you 

in the Holy Spirit and begin speaking in tongues by saying the words that 

come out of your mouth. It really is simple and nothing to be afraid of. 

God will not make you do anything you don’t want to do.  

   1 Corinthians 14:32 And the spirits of the prophets are subject to 

the prophets. 

 

3:5. Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine 

own understanding. 

 

3:6. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 

    Everything in the Kingdom of God is backwards from the way the 

world does things. To be great we must be a servant, to receive we must 

give, to live we must die, etc. In a few verses, I am going to deal with the 

way God wants us to handle material possessions. We are going to spend 

some time on this to build up our faith. We could spend weeks and only 

begin to scratch the surface of what is involved in these verses. 
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   1 Corinthians 1:18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that 

perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.  

19 For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will 

bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.  

20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this 

world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?  

21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not 

God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that 

believe.  

22 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:  

23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, 

and unto the Greeks foolishness;  

24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 

power of God, and the wisdom of God.  

25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the 

weakness of God is stronger than men.  

   1 Corinthians 1:18-25 talks about the wisdom of God and the wisdom of 

man. The Good News of salvation by faith is a stumbling block to the 

religious mind. The religious mind is man reaching to God, but for the 

Christian and Jew it is God reaching to man. You can always spot a false 

religion by who is reaching out to whom. God paid the price for our 

salvation and all we have to do is accept it by faith. All the promises of 

God are received in this way, by faith. Once we receive salvation then 

there are some things that God teaches us by His word that help us live on 

Earth, but we can do them or not and it does not affect our eternal destiny. 

This drives a religious person nuts. “You got to be good or God won’t 

love you. He will send you to hell or if he does let you go to heaven, he 

will certainly not bless you on Earth”. “You’ve got to earn your salvation 

or blessing or healing”. 

   The Good News is foolishness to the Greek or rational mind. The fact 

that the God who created the universe sent His son to earth to die to 

redeem man after man betrayed Him is beyond the grasp of the intellect. 

When Paul was in Athens he tried to reason with the Greeks. They just 

laughed at him and said “check you later”. He did not cause a riot or get 

thrown in jail. No one cared. Next he went to Corinth and said in 1 

Corinthians 2:1-5 that he did not come with smart words but with 

demonstrations of the Spirit’s power. 
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   If we want the God who made heaven and earth to direct our paths and 

always go the best way (the way that is in our best interest), we should 

acknowledge Him as our guide and leader. 

 

3:7. Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the Lord and depart from evil. 

 

3:8. It will be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones. 

   This will help fight leukemia! Don’t be wise in your own eyes (pride). 

Depart from evil, and have divine health.  No matter how we feel about 

the subject, divine health is ours for the taking. Isaiah 53:4 Surely he 

hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him 

stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But he was wounded for our 

transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of 

our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.  Jesus 

took stripes on his back for our healing. 1 Peter 2:24 says “we were 

healed” (past tense). God has done all he is going to do for our healing. It 

is up to us to receive it just as we receive salvation. 

   I would like to point out Mark 4 about sowing the Word. We should sow 

the Word into other people’s lives. We have seen some great things so far 

in Proverbs, things that will be a blessing to anyone who reads them. By 

sowing the Word we will receive more revelation knowledge from the 

Holy Spirit, up to 100 times as much as we sow. We will get back 

whatever we give away. The measure we use in hearing (the value we put 

on the Word) is what we will get back.  Mark 4:24 And he said unto 

them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be 

measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given. 

   Giving is tied in to the 30, 60 or 100 times teaching. Let’s build up our 

faith in the giving lifestyle. Even though I have gone through the giving 

verses many times in the past, my faith always needs to be renewed. Any 

time I feel like holding on to something, I re-read these giving verses. We 

will deal with verses outside of Proverbs mostly and re-emphasize giving 

when we come again to the giving topic later. 

 

3:9. Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of 

all thine increase: 
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3:10. So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall 

burst out with new wine. 

   We can look at firstfruits as the first paycheck after a raise, the first 

paycheck on a new job or the first income of a new business venture. 

Years ago I saw firstfruits in the Bible but never practiced the special 

offering of the firstfruits; somehow I just let it go by. There is no set 

amount or percentage that God gives as a guideline or command, so view 

it as a measure of our thankfulness and dependence on God and expect 

God to respond in the same manner we give. We need to meditate on the 

promise God gives us in verse 10 and read it daily along with the other 

references we will be looking at. After some time has passed, we will go 

looking for people to bless materially.  

   We should use all our wealth as a benefit to others. Pray about who does 

any home repairs you might need and don’t argue about the price. We can 

give away the things we do not need or use anymore and always leave a 

big tip. My daughter, working as a waitress, was left a gospel tract with a 

small tip. If you pray at a restaurant or leave a tract, leave a lot of money. 

God does not get honor when you are cheap. Always name God as your 

source of money, income and stuff. It has always been amazing to me 

how, when I go to buy something, it’s on sale.  

   I have never known how to start a teaching on giving, but maybe Luke 

12:13-48 is appropriate. Verses 27-28 teaches that God wants us to dress 

like someone who measures his gold in tons. In verse 33, Jesus says sell 

everything you have and give to the poor. God told me in verse 42 to be 

smart in my giving (give them their food allowance at the proper time). 

I am going to give you how I put these verses together and try to give you 

the correct attitude (in my opinion) toward “things”. 

   Jesus did not walk around without any clothes, and we have no record of 

him selling his tools when he was a carpenter, so we must keep something. 

It appears that the things we use should be the best. God does not want us 

to have a bunch of junk (old beat up car, worn out clothes, etc). A good 

rule of thumb is “is this something I am using?” Then God wants us to be 

ready to give away those nice clothes or car the minute He asks. He wants 

us to own the stuff, not the stuff to own us.  

   There are two principles of financial success: hard work, which we will 

cover as we go through Proverbs; and giving, which these teachings will 

cover.  
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   In Luke 12:33-34, we learn to make Heaven our savings bank. Some 

have added to the Bible with their churchy pencil “and you will not get a 

nickel of it until you get to Heaven”. We don’t need any money in 

Heaven, we need it now. Proverbs 19:17 He who has pity on the poor 

lends to the LORD, and He will pay back what he has given. NKJV 

We get a much better interest rate and our money is safer in heaven. 

   Walking out of church one Sunday, a friend had a tie I really liked and I 

complemented him. He started pulling off the tie to give to me and it so 

embarrassed me. I said “No, no”. So he kept his tie. Now I realize my 

pride kept me from getting a tie I liked, and I kept him from receiving the 

blessings of the giver. Had I received from him, I would have had a tie I 

liked, and God would have given him a lot of ties for giving me one. A 

radio preacher offered to send a free book to anyone who asked for it and I 

wanted one. When I went to send off and ask for the book, I started to 

write a check that I felt would cover the cost of the book (pride again). 

God stopped me and said, “Why do you want to deprive that man of a 

blessing? Do you not like him or something?” I saw what God was saying 

and took the free book and prayed that God would return the money the 

preacher had spent on me one hundred times.  

Life Lesson – Be quick to give and quick to receive.  

Genesis 14:18-24 18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth 

bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most high God.  

 19 And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high 

God, possessor of heaven and earth:  

 20 And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine 

enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all.  

 21 And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give me the persons, 

and take the goods to thyself.  

 22 And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lift up mine hand 

unto the LORD, the most high God, the possessor of heaven and 

earth,  

 23 That I will not take from a thread even to a shoelatchet, and that I 

will not take any thing that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have 

made Abram rich:  

 24 Save only that which the young men have eaten, and the portion of 

the men which went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take 

their portion 
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   Abram gave Melchizedek a tithe (or a tenth) of everything. Abram 

would not accept anything unless it was from God. He did not want 

anyone to say that someone other than God made him rich. What does that 

say about the lottery? Why can’t God make someone win the lottery or at 

Las Vegas? He can, but in gambling there are winners and losers. In God’s 

financial system there are only winners. We give to God and receive from 

God. Tithing is a Godly operation, not just a legal one; it predates the law. 

   Genesis 28:22 And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be 

God's house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the 

tenth unto thee. If you want to see an example of God’s blessing, read 

about Jacob in Genesis. Again we see that the tithe predates the law. It is a 

heavenly operation, not just a legal or priestly operation. 

   Leviticus 27:30 And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of 

the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD's: it is holy unto the 

LORD. Read the whole chapter. 

   Deuteronomy 14:22 Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy 

seed, that the field bringeth forth year by year.  

 23 And thou shalt eat before the LORD thy God, in the place which 

he shall choose to place his name there, the tithe of thy corn, of thy 

wine, and of thine oil, and the firstlings of thy herds and of thy flocks; 

that thou mayest learn to fear the LORD thy God always.  

 24 And if the way be too long for thee, so that thou art not able to 

carry it; or if the place be too far from thee, which the LORD thy God 

shall choose to set his name there, when the LORD thy God hath 

blessed thee:  

 25 Then shalt thou turn it into money, and bind up the money in 

thine hand, and shalt go unto the place which the LORD thy God 

shall choose:  

 26 And thou shalt bestow that money for whatsoever thy soul lusteth 

after, for oxen, or for sheep, or for wine, or for strong drink, or for 

whatsoever thy soul desireth: and thou shalt eat there before the 

LORD thy God, and thou shalt rejoice, thou, and thine household,  

 27 And the Levite that is within thy gates; thou shalt not forsake him; 

for he hath no part nor inheritance with thee.  

 28 At the end of three years thou shalt bring forth all the tithe of 

thine increase the same year, and shalt lay it up within thy gates:  
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 29 And the Levite, (because he hath no part nor inheritance with 

thee,) and the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, which are 

within thy gates, shall come, and shall eat and be satisfied; that the 

LORD thy God may bless thee in all the work of thine hand which 

thou doest. 

   We will get to the blessings, but I want to make certain everyone is 

convinced that 10% of our income belongs to God, not us. Is that the net 

of my paycheck or the gross? When I started tithing and that question 

came up, my attitude was that if it is the gross and I tithed on the net, I 

wasn’t tithing, so I tithe on the gross. Later, I realized that the part the 

government took was for my benefit. (No comment if that is really for my 

benefit.) One preacher’s response to that question was that he wanted God 

around at tax time. 

   Can we not tithe and still go to Heaven? Of course; Jesus walked into 

paradise with a thief. 

   One person said he can prove we should give 30%. If that’s true, I 

haven’t figured it out yet. I believe 10% keeps us from becoming a thief, 

but God will desire more from us as we grow in giving. God talks in terms 

of percentages, not total amounts. It does not matter whether we made one 

dollar or a million, 10% is still required.  

Deuteronomy 26:1-15  

1 And it shall be, when thou art come in unto the land which the 

LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance, and possessest it, and 

dwellest therein;  

 2 That thou shalt take of the first of all the fruit of the earth, which 

thou shalt bring of thy land that the LORD thy God giveth thee, and 

shalt put it in a basket, and shalt go unto the place which the LORD 

thy God shall choose to place his name there.  

 3 And thou shalt go unto the priest that shall be in those days, and 

say unto him, I profess this day unto the LORD thy God, that I am 

come unto the country which the LORD sware unto our fathers for to 

give us.  

 4 And the priest shall take the basket out of thine hand, and set it 

down before the altar of the LORD thy God.  

 5 And thou shalt speak and say before the LORD thy God, A Syrian 

ready to perish was my father, and he went down into Egypt, and 
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sojourned there with a few, and became there a nation, great, mighty, 

and populous:  

 6 And the Egyptians evil entreated us, and afflicted us, and laid upon 

us hard bondage:  

 7 And when we cried unto the LORD God of our fathers, the LORD 

heard our voice, and looked on our affliction, and our labour, and our 

oppression:  

 8 And the LORD brought us forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand, 

and with an outstretched arm, and with great terribleness, and with 

signs, and with wonders:  

 9 And he hath brought us into this place, and hath given us this land, 

even a land that floweth with milk and honey.  

 10 And now, behold, I have brought the firstfruits of the land, which 

thou, O LORD, hast given me. And thou shalt set it before the LORD 

thy God, and worship before the LORD thy God:  

 11 And thou shalt rejoice in every good thing which the LORD thy 

God hath given unto thee, and unto thine house, thou, and the Levite, 

and the stranger that is among you.  

 12 When thou hast made an end of tithing all the tithes of thine 

increase the third year, which is the year of tithing, and hast given it 

unto the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, that they 

may eat within thy gates, and be filled;  

 13 Then thou shalt say before the LORD thy God, I have brought 

away the hallowed things out of mine house, and also have given them 

unto the Levite, and unto the stranger, to the fatherless, and to the 

widow, according to all thy commandments which thou hast 

commanded me: I have not transgressed thy commandments, neither 

have I forgotten them.  

 14 I have not eaten thereof in my mourning, neither have I taken 

away ought thereof for any unclean use, nor given ought thereof for 

the dead: but I have hearkened to the voice of the LORD my God, and 

have done according to all that thou hast commanded me.  

 15 Look down from thy holy habitation, from heaven, and bless thy 

people Israel, and the land which thou hast given us, as thou swarest 

unto our fathers, a land that floweth with milk and honey. 

   I like the boldness of the prayer (verses 13-15), not asking God to bless 

us but telling God to bless us. “I’ve done my part, now you do yours.” 
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Remember God is the one who wrote it and told us to pray in that way. 

Our tithe goes to the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow. 

If we want to give to the Red Cross or United Way, that’s fine, but it’s not 

to be part of the tithe. We can get the blessings of the giver, but only if it is 

money above the tithe. The Levite is the church worker, minister or other 

groups ministering in the name of Jesus. The stranger is a sojourner, a 

temporary inhabitant, a newcomer, or a foreigner.  

Malachi 3:6-12 

6 For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not 

consumed. 

   We are sons of Jacob by our blood covenant with God. God will not 

abandon the Jews; they are His chosen people and we can partake of the 

blessings of Abraham by faith and our relationship with Jesus. God does 

not change!  

7 Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine 

ordinances, and have not kept them. Return unto me, and I will 

return unto you, saith the LORD of hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall 

we return? 

    When my wife and I were living in Virginia, during my time with the 

Army, we went to our first charismatic church. We made the decision to 

start regular church attendance. Before it had been hit or miss, and we had 

been trying different denominations. I said to my wife, “I don’t know 

much, but I do know that to be financially successful in life we must 

tithe.” Growing up in a Baptist church, we had tithing testimonies each 

year. We made the decision to begin tithing at that point and have not 

backed off since. That was November 1972. I don’t brag about that 

because it is the best business deal I have ever made, and I started with the 

attitude of “What’s in it for me?” I expected monetary blessings, but God 

also began pouring the Word into us. Over about the next year, my wife 

and I received much of the basic Christian teaching that we have been 

living by and giving to our children over the years. God revealed Himself 

to us in a big way. So an increase in revelation is another blessing to the 

person who tithes.  

8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein 

have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.  

   We must be honest and say that if we do not give God His 10%, we are 

stealing. Recently, I have felt that there may be something regarding “in 
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offerings” I have been missing. It seems to teach that we are robbing God 

if we do not make special offerings. I would think the other required 

offerings under the old covenant are covered by the blood of Jesus because 

He is our sacrifice and offering.  

9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole 

nation. 

   Remember about this curse stuff that Jesus took that curse of not tithing 

to the cross; however, when we steal, we are in Satan’s territory, which is 

not a good place to be.  

10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat 

in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, 

if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a 

blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.  

   Remember in John 6:25-70, Jesus spoke on eating his body and drinking 

his blood. When the people began leaving him, he did not run after them 

saying, “Hey, let me explain better.” No, he put out the Word and they 

could take it or leave it. When people asked for a sign, he said that a 

wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign (Matthew 12:39). His 

family came to get him because they thought he was out of his mind 

(Mark 3:21). Jesus put the Word out: take it or leave it. Zechariah, John 

the Baptist’s dad, asked for a sign about the birth of his child. He should 

have kept his mouth shut (Luke 1:18-20). Gideon asked for a sign, but 

since he had no access to the Word, God let him get away with it. Mary 

only asked how it was going to happen and the angel told her how. 

   Everything about signs I just said is true except when it comes to tithing. 

We can make God prove His Word, and He wants to. He wants us to put 

pressure on Him to fulfill His Word. We can say, “OK God, I’ll tithe for a 

month and if you bless financially, great, I’ll keep doing it and if not, I 

will stop.” And God will love that prayer because it is based on His Word. 

Hebrews 4:16 says to come boldly to God’s throne. 

   The Hebrew word for prove means examine, try, tempt. The storehouse 

is usually the local church where you are being spiritually fed. When in 

doubt, tithe to the church you are attending. That is always correct. Other 

translations have “cannot contain”. God invites us to let Him prove He 

blesses the tither. 
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11 And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not 

destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit 

before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts. 

   God will prevent Satan from eating and destroying our stuff. God will 

keep our things from wearing out before they should. God is not going to 

let Satan mess with our stuff.  

12 And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome 

land, saith the LORD of hosts. 

   This is a good time for testimony. My favorite God blessing story 

happened when we went to Disneyland. When we went to check in at the 

Disneyland Hotel, the lady at the desk went to check our reservation and 

tried to enter the information twice, and then finally said, “They ran out of 

your room (we had reserved the cheapest room for five of us) and have 

booked you into the Royal Suite all week.” This room had a kitchen, 

dining area, and sofa beds that made up to a couch during the day. A 

similar thing happened to a pastor friend and his wife in Mexico. Also, I 

paid $138 for the most recent suit I bought, originally priced at $450. I 

went to a department store because they had advertised a sale on clearance 

suits. They had one suit my size on sale and it would have been the suit I 

would have picked if I had many choices.  

    Any time we feel that tithing is costing us anything, we can re-read 

Malachi over and over until our faith is built back up. Do not tithe or give 

because I say to, develop your own faith. In fact, don’t do anything 

because someone says to do it; do it because God says do it. Don’t believe 

anything without finding it in the Word of God.  

1 Kings 17 

   I want to take a little time to tell you about someone who might seem to 

be the biggest slimeball in the Bible. First thing this guy did was to stop all 

the rain in Israel. (He and God, that is.) While famine gripped the land, he 

sat by a stream and God had ravens bring him bread. Then when the 

stream went dry, God told him to go to Zarephath of Sidon. There he saw 

a widow and her son. He asked them what they were doing. She said that 

she was going to find some sticks, make a fire and fix cakes with their last 

flour and oil for her and her son to eat and then die. Now here comes the 

slime part, he said "First, make me a cake." Can you believe that? After he 

had been eating well, he wants the starving widow to feed him first. She 

must have known he was a man of God and a prophet because she did it. 
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You can read the rest yourself. Doing what the prophet said, she planted a 

seed for a miracle and got it. 

   Never, never, never tell a poor person he or she should not tithe or give. 

It is just as important for them to tithe and give as it is for a rich person. It 

is a percentage, not a total amount that God looks at and responds to. 

Never judge by outward appearances, do what the Word says. We see 

Jesus doing this all the time. He wants to get a faith response from the 

people he ministers to. In fact, sometimes it is required to allow a miracle 

to happen.  

Deuteronomy 8:18 But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for 

it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his 

covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day. 

   God wants us to put money into the gospel to win people to Jesus. 

(That's right He wants us to give to televangelists.) We find one or two 

ministries we like and give to them and pray for them. Tithing to our local 

church is usually best and always correct. He wants the world to know that 

he loves us and cares for us. We will see later that he wants us to have 

money to give on every occasion. 

Ecclesiastes 11:1 Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it 

after many days. 

   If we want money coming in all the time, give all the time. We should 

develop a giving attitude and lifestyle, always be looking for someone to 

bless. Any seed we plant takes time to grow and then harvest. There is a 

passing of time from planting our seed and receiving the harvest. 

Luke 6:38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed 

down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into 

your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be 

measured to you again. 

   This deals with everything in life, not just money. Whatever measure we 

use, that is the measure God is going to return to us. If we give ones, God 

gives us back more ones; if we give tens, we get back tens, etc. Think 

about cornflakes. If we give a bowl of cornflakes, God will take that bowl, 

fill it with cornflakes, then press down and put more in. After He has filled 

the bowl with pressed-down cornflakes, He will then shake it some and 

see if he can get any more in and continue filling until it runs over. Instead 

of a bowl, we can use a 55-gallon drum; instead of cornflakes, we can use 

hundred dollar bills. Jesus says people will pour the return into our lap. 
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We will not need money in heaven, but we do here on earth, and that is 

where it will be returned to us. 

2 Corinthians 9:6-11 

6 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; 

and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. 

   The whole kingdom of God, and really everything that happens on 

Earth, is governed by sowing and reaping. Again we deal with percentages 

and how much we are willing to sow. If we put one seed in the ground, we 

get 50-100 seeds back. If we put 100 seeds in the ground, we get 5,000-

10,000 seeds back. The choice is ours; we can plant as much seed as we 

have, in all the ground we can find. Always be planting and we can always 

be harvesting. The whole process takes time just like planting crops. 

Again Chapter 4 of Mark relates to this. 

7 Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; 

not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. 

    If we find our pastor putting a lot of pressure on people to give, or if 

there is a special collection, we should decide ahead of time what we want 

to give or what the Holy Spirit is leading us to give and give that amount 

and not respond to pressure. The Holy Spirit can tell us at home just as 

easily as he can at church what to give, and it takes the pressure off of us. 

As we begin meditating on the giving verses, we will find ourselves 

looking for chances to give and will do so joyfully. If we feel pressured to 

give or a ministry says it is not going to make it without us giving, back 

off. Just because there is a need does not mean we are to meet that need. 

"Jesus said to give to them that asks you", but don't be dumb (Luke 14). I 

had a guy come up to me and say, "I won't lie to you mister, I need a 

drink." I asked how much he needed. He said three dollars. So I gave it to 

him. Then I said, "I want to tell you something, God loves you and Jesus 

died for you." He looked like I had slapped him. I later saw that man 

working at the local Christian homeless outreach shelter. I don't know if I 

did any good or not, but I like to think I helped him. 

8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, 

always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good 

work: 

    God wants us to have His grace to give to others. He wants us to have 

all we can use to promote the Gospel. He wants to give us a lot so that we 

will always have enough to give to others. We need to minister God's 
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salvation and love when we give to the poor. The Red Cross is a good 

group of people, but they do not lift up Jesus as they help people. It is not 

wrong to give to the Red Cross, but it is always best to give to groups that 

proclaim the Word as they minister to the poor. The Word is what people 

need. Jesus and His Word is what will get people out of poverty. 

9 (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the 

poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever. 

    God really likes people who give to the poor and their work will be an 

everlasting memory. 

10 Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for 

your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of 

your righteousness;) 

   God will give us stuff to give, either money or things. We can ask God 

for some seed and then sow it, not eat it. When we get our crop in, we will 

have more to sow. He will increase our store of seed and enlarge our 

harvest. 

11 Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth 

through us thanksgiving to God. 

   God will make us rich so we can give any time somebody needs 

something. We will be made rich spiritually so that as we minister 

financially, we can also minister spiritually and God will get the glory. 

   Read the context of these verses and understand what Paul is doing. He 

felt he should be accountable to the Corinthian church. Most good 

ministries will be accountable to a group of overseers and will be willing 

to share financial information with its contributors.  

Life Lesson - Be sensitive to the Holy Spirit and to other people, but also 

use your head and don't throw your money down a hole. When in doubt 

give. 

Philippians 4:10-19 

10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last your care for me 

has flourished again; though you surely did care, but you lacked 

opportunity. NKJV 

11 Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever 

state I am, to be content: NKJV 

12 I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere 

and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both 

to abound and to suffer need. NKJV 
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   Jesus does not want us to run around and try to fill our emptiness with 

things. He wants us to fill ourselves with the Word and the Holy Spirit. 

This gives contentment. There is a place in Jesus where there is no worry 

about anything. Love and the giving lifestyle are central to this. It is 

impossible to steal from me because I will give a thing to a person faster 

than he can steal it. The blessings of giving will come to me when I do 

this. Satan tries to steal our things, but here is a way to turn it to blessing. 

13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. NKJV 

   Like most people I liked the Serenity Prayer, “help me accept the things 

I cannot change.” Then a man pointed out that there isn’t anything I 

cannot change. Mark 11:23 says I can move any mountain. God and I can 

change anything. 

14 Nevertheless you have done well that you shared in my distress. 

NKJV 

15 Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning of the gospel, 

when I departed from Macedonia, no church shared with me 

concerning giving and receiving but you only. NKJV 

   Paul expected the Philippians to receive as well as give. Harvesting our 

crop is as important as planting. What if a man planted a field of corn and 

then instead of picking the corn, he let it rot? That would be a sin. What if 

he said, “Oh, I wouldn’t ask the ground or the plant to give me anything 

back?” We would figure he had been in the sun too long. We expect pay 

for the work we do. So why throw that principle out when it comes to 

spiritual matters? One preacher told God when he was called to full-time 

ministry, “OK, but the day I don’t have three suits is the day I am going 

back to plumbing.” Remember, the whole point of this study is to ask 

"What's in it for us?" 

16 For even in Thessalonica you sent aid once and again for my 

necessities. NKJV 

17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that abounds to your 

account. NKJV 

   How would we like to be able to give to Paul and have the good he did 

go to our account?   This is why giving to the Red Cross is not as good as 

putting money into the gospel. We can be a part of any good any ministry 

does and get the credit for what they have done by giving to that ministry. 

18 Indeed I have all and abound. I am full, having received from 

Epaphroditus the things sent from you, a sweet-smelling aroma, an 



42 
 

acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God. NKJV 

   Giving is a fragrant offering and pleasing to God.  

19 And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in 

glory by Christ Jesus. NKJV 

   God will meet our needs not according to the stock market or any earthly 

institution, but by His riches in glory. God's street is gold that is so refined 

it is transparent. A little gravel from His street will take care of you and 

me both. Poor old Jesus ain't poor no more. There is a lot of good stuff in 

this passage. 

   Finally, I want to bring us full circle on the giving stuff. We will, as we 

progress through Proverbs, look at other giving verses as they show up. As 

I was preparing for this verse, I saw how my own attitudes need to change. 

I have become money-minded and not giving-minded. I have grown by 

going over the giving scriptures, or I should say, I have a renewed 

commitment to the giving lifestyle. 

Ephesians 4:28 Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him 

labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may 

have to give to him that needeth. 

   We work to make money to give to others. Man, I thought we worked 

for a better house or food or to pay the bills. God wants us to work hard 

and do the best job we can. We do this because that is what God wants us 

to do. One way God gets us money is through our work. God, not our 

employer, is our source of income.  

Life Lesson – God wants us to work hard, be smart, and make a lot of 

money so that we have a lot to give. To quote one person, “View your job 

as a way to get seed to sow into the gospel or other peoples’ lives.” 

 

3:11. My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be 

weary of his correction: 

 

3:12. For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the 

son in whom he delighteth. 

    Under the old covenant, God mostly dealt with Israel on a physical 

level. He could not deal with them spiritually because they had not 

experienced the new birth and their spirits were dead. People who have 

been born again can be dealt with spiritually. God had to send other 

countries to deal with Israel. But even in Job, He does not directly do harm 
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to Job's family, Satan does it. If we get out into Satan's territory, Satan will 

try to destroy us and there is not a lot God can do about it. There is 

probably more I don't know about this subject than what I do. But I do 

know this: if it kills, steals or destroys, it comes from Satan. John 10:10 

The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am 

come that they might have life, and that they might have it more 

abundantly. Jesus never turned anyone away who needed healing. He did 

not say, "Come back in a month or two, God's trying to teach you 

something.” The Holy Spirit is the teacher of the church, not sickness or 

calamity. God does not cause hurricanes or floods, fires or car wrecks or 

any bad thing to teach us. When we walk out of God's will and bad things 

happen, God will use those circumstances as a teaching time just like 

parents do. No parent would break his child's arm or give him cancer to 

teach him something. Sickness steals from us or would destroy us. We 

have heard of people who got in a car wreck and turned to Jesus, and they 

will thank God for the car wreck. It is the Word that someone had put in 

them that got them saved, so give praise to God, not the car wreck. 

Life Lesson - If it kills, steals or destroys, it comes from Satan and you 

can use the name of Jesus to deal with it. If it gives life and that more 

abundantly, it's from God. 

 

3:13. Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth 

understanding. 

 

3:14. For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of 

silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. 

 

3:15. She is more precious than rubies: and all the things thou canst 

desire are not to be compared unto her. 

   Happy also means blessed and fortunate. I am sure you have figured out 

that the pursuit of wisdom and understanding is in your best interest. 

Wisdom and understanding can produce wealth in your life and protect 

you in the use of "things". Proverbs 10:22 The blessing of the LORD, it 

maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it. If a person has a lot of 

silver, gold, and rubies but no wisdom, the wealth will not protect him 

from poverty or bad health. If a person does not have wisdom, it is hard to 

hang on to money, and he will use the wealth to destroy himself. There is 
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nothing we can desire to have that is better than wisdom. And the really 

great thing is that we all have copies of that wisdom in our Bibles. 

 

3:16. Length of days is in her right hand; In her left hand are riches 

and honor. 

 

3:17. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, And all her paths are peace.  

 

3:18. She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is 

every one that retaineth her. 

   I know it sounds like a stuck record (that is a record that keeps playing 

the same groove over and over-ha ha), but I believe God is trying to get 

this over to us. Get wisdom; get understanding. If we want wisdom and 

understanding, we must spend time in the Word. If we do, we get long life, 

riches, honor, a life of pleasantness, peace, divine life, and happiness. That 

makes me want to double up on my daily Bible reading and watch more 

good teaching on TV. We can listen on line anytime to Kenneth Copeland 

(kcm.org), Jack Hayford (jackhayford.com), or Joyce Meyer 

(joycemeyer.org) and I bet there are more, like Tony Evans, Shoreline 

Church in Austin and Calvary Cathedral in Fort Worth. There is so much 

good teaching out there that there is no excuse for us not knowing the 

Word. Most cities have a lot of available media outlets for good teaching. 

In Fort Worth, we have 5 cable channels of Christian TV and 4 or 5 

Christian radio stations. Over the last 35 years Christian radio has been 

very helpful to me since I spend so much time in my car. Christian TV 

was a big help early to my wife and me. We got a lot of good information 

early in our marriage that was invaluable in raising our children. I again 

want to say that the church you attend should motivate you to spend time 

in prayer and in the Word. By that, I do not mean they should tell you to 

pray and study, I mean that what goes on at the church should bring you 

into the presence of God. By spending time in corporate worship and 

being ministered to by anointed preachers/teachers and the Holy Spirit, we 

get a sense of and can feel the presence of God. This builds us up and 

gives us a desire to live holy lives. Galatians 5:16 This I say then, Walk 

in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. What happens 

is that we enjoy feeling the presence of God as we go about our day and 

we do not want to break it off by sinning. 
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3:19. The LORD by wisdom hath founded the earth; by 

understanding hath he established the heavens. 

 

3:20. By his knowledge the depths are broken up, and the clouds drop 

down the dew. 

   The same wisdom, knowledge, and understanding we are seeking are 

what God used to create the universe with. We are dealing with some 

powerful and creative stuff. What we do, who we pray for, what ministries 

we support, and who we witness to may mean the difference between 

heaven and hell for someone. A lot of people say, "God doesn't need us, he 

can get his kingdom business done with or without us." I don't know if 

that is an accurate statement. It seems proud and arrogant to say God can't 

get it done without us; however, He set the system up that requires a 

person to present the Gospel to someone. Even if a person comes to know 

Jesus by just finding a Bible and reading it, a man had to print that Bible 

and put it somewhere so the person could find it.  

   Being filled with the Spirit and being full of the Word makes us 

extremely creative. We now see large churches with pastors that don’t 

wear suits to preach in. We are seeing the use of props and overhead 

projectors to add to the preaching. We need to find every creative way we 

can to get the good news of Jesus to the world.  

 

3:21. My son, let not them depart from thine eyes: keep sound wisdom 

and discretion:  

   We should not let wisdom, understanding and knowledge depart from 

our eyes. We must read the Bible all the time. “Sound wisdom” is a 

different word than wisdom. It means wisdom, sound knowledge, success, 

efficient wisdom and abiding success. “Discretion” means purpose, 

device, and plot. 

 

3:22. So shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy neck.  

   A lifestyle that centers around the Word will give us life (the green of 

vegetation, fresh flowing like water, lively and active, reviving like 

springtime).  
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3:23. Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely, and thy foot shall not 

stumble.  

  Verse 21 will keep us safe and we will not get tripped up. 

 

3:24. When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid: yea, thou shalt 

lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet.  

   Having trouble sleeping? Here’s the answer. We will not have to lock 

our cars and houses all the time. I can leave the car windows down for 

ventilation (in Texas, it is nice not to come to a hot car). I will lock my car 

if something valuable can be seen. I do this out of love for the thief. I do 

not want thieves to be under God’s wrath between the time they steal 

something and the time I stand before God and give them whatever they 

stole. It is wonderful to be free from fear.  

 

3:25. Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation of the 

wicked, when it cometh.  

   I am not afraid of someone jumping me. I can always use the name of 

Jesus to stop Satan.  

  A lady in Hawaii had just been hearing about the authority of the 

believer. She was showering when a man, who had broken into her home, 

got into the shower with her and grabbed her. She panicked because she 

was startled, then remembered the name of Jesus. She took authority over 

the demon driving that man and backed him into his clothes and out the 

door.  

   The wife of an evangelist working street ministry in Los Angeles was 

taken to the beach by a car full of men intending to rape her. She started 

preaching and telling them about Jesus. When they got to the beach, they 

started saying, “We can’t hurt her.” They told her to get out of the car. She 

said no and made them take her back to the place they had taken her from. 

   A lady had just received a teaching on Psalm 91 when a man snatched 

her purse. She couldn’t remember anything except the verse with the word 

“feathers” (Psalm 91:4 He shall cover thee with his feathers…). As the 

man was running away, she yelled, “feathers”. The man dropped her purse 

and kept on running.  

 

3:26. For the LORD shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot 

from being taken. 
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   Wisdom and discretion give us life, victory, safety, good sleep, and no 

fear. Fear is a big deal. It shows up in the third chapter of Genesis right 

after the fall. The first recorded words from man are "I was afraid". 

Revelation 21:8 says that cowards will have their place in the lake of fire. 

Fear will choke the Word and make it unfruitful (Mark 4). Again we see 

"Get in the Word and good things happen." 

   I expect great accomplishments from all of my children. Psalm 112:2 

His seed shall be mighty upon earth: the generation of the upright 

shall be blessed. It is also important to expect great things from our self. 

As we get deeper and deeper into the Word, we should be able to solve 

any problem or create new things using the creative power of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Life Lesson - It is not three strikes and you’re out. It is your ball and your 

bat and your Brother is the umpire and your Daddy makes the rules, so 

you can keep swinging until you hit a home run. You will be given 

opportunities to fail but don't take them. Keep swinging. 

 

3:27. Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the 

power of thine hand to do it. 

 

3:28. Do not say to your neighbor, “Go, and come back, And 

tomorrow I will give it,” 

When you have it with you. NKJV 

   We should do the right thing and treat people nice. We should pay our 

bills as fast as we can. We should do all we can do to help people in any 

situation. As we develop love in our lives, we will be kind, forgiving, not 

easily offended, and always have a good word for people. We treat people 

the way we want to be treated. 

 

3:29. Devise not evil against thy neighbour, seeing he dwelleth 

securely by thee. 

 

3:30. Strive not with a man without cause, if he have done thee no 

harm. 

   Never assume someone should be able to figure this one out without 

help. It seems so simple, but we can see Christian nations plotting harm 

against each other throughout history. Even the Church has gotten 
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involved. All the European nations and city-states fought war after war, all 

the time claiming to be Christian. The U.S. has also been less than loving 

sometimes with its neighbors. I have asked God to show me where I have 

violated these Scriptures. 

 

3:31. Envy thou not the oppressor, and choose none of his ways. 

    What about sports heroes or war heroes? We should envy the person 

who works hard to develop his sport skills, not the envy most violent. In 

the military, there are violent people and then there are people who are 

trained to do something and do it with skill and bravery. Inflicting harm on 

someone must be done while operating in love. I know God has done this 

and Jesus drove out the money changers, so it is possible to do. God is not 

just beating His gums when He says something. He said this for a reason. 

We need to judge ourselves and see what is inside us and deal with it. 

 

3:32. For the perverse person is an abomination to the LORD, But His 

secret counsel is with the upright. NKJV 

   God will tell us what is going on and what will happen. We will gain 

real insight into other people and what motivates them (if it is any of our 

business). God will reveal things to us and give us deep insight into the 

Word. 

 

3:33. The curse of the LORD is in the house of the wicked: but he 

blesseth the habitation of the just. 

   Blessings or curses, it is up to us. We are righteous because God made 

us righteous, so we can hold God to this. If it doesn’t look like we are 

being blessed, then we need to get with God and find out the problem. It is 

not God’s fault; we have missed it somewhere. We can expect God to 

bless us. He is looking for people to bless.   

 

3:34. Surely he scorneth the scorners: but he giveth grace unto the 

lowly. 

    When I ask God to explain something from the Bible that I have read, I 

start listening to different TV and radio preachers to see if God uses them 

to get me answers. I asked God about humility years ago, and the first 

thing I heard about was false humility. If my job in the Kingdom is to 

sweep the floor at church, then I should expect to have an anointing from 
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the Holy Spirit to do that job. If my job is to be a great evangelist, pastor 

of a mega-church, or the Pope, then I should expect the Holy Spirit to 

anoint that the same way. If I am sweeping the floor but God wants me 

doing something else, and the reason I am not doing something else is 

because I want to be humble, then I am in false humility. This is a form of 

pride. We are to humble ourselves.  

   If we are used of God, we must deal with pride and the more we are 

used, the more temptation to pride. My definition of humility is: empty 

yourself of pride (which is not a pleasant experience) and treat the 

homeless with the same respect you would treat the President with. 

Proverbs has more on this as we go along and I suggest following the 

words “pride” and “humility” through the Bible. 

 

3:35. The wise shall inherit glory, But shame shall be the legacy of 

fools. NKJV 

   I know what I want to inherit. 

 

Chapter 4 
4:1. Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know 

understanding. 

 

4:2. For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law. 

 

4:3. For I was my father's son, tender and only beloved in the sight of 

my mother. 

 

4:4. He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my 

words: keep my commandments, and live. 

 

4:5. Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline 

from the words of my mouth.  

   Solomon’s mom and dad (David and Bathsheba) taught him to get 

wisdom, get understanding, don’t forget it, and always remember what 

your folks taught you. We have all heard how cool Solomon was when 

God asked him what he wanted. He said  1 Kings 3:9 Give therefore thy 

servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may 
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discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so 

great a people?  (1 Kings 3:5-15). Here we can see why he said that. His 

mom and dad drilled it into his head, “get wisdom.” So when God asked 

him want he wanted, his parental training took over and he said an 

understanding (or listening) heart and discernment. We can raise our 

children in such a way that if God asks them want they want, like 

Solomon they will say, "Wisdom.” 

 

4:6. Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she 

shall keep thee. 

 

4:7. Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all 

thy getting get understanding. 

 

4:8. Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to 

honour, when thou dost embrace her. 

 

4:9. She shall give to your head a wreath of gracefulness; a crown of 

beauty and glory will she deliver to you. (Amplified) 

   I like the Amplified because it uses so many words. If we forsake not 

wisdom, it will: keep, defend, protect, guard, exalt, promote, honor, and 

give us gracefulness, beauty, and glory. 

   As I was typing this, I thought, "What else can I say to add to this since 

we have read the same thing so many different ways?" Then this verse 

came to mind:  

Matthew 12:36 But I say unto you, That every idle word that men 

shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.  

   It says we will have to give account for our idle words, meaning God 

does not want us saying words that don't amount to anything or are 

thoughtless. We must assume God is bound by this too, so these words 

mean something and God must want us to study these words over and over 

again. The way we develop faith in our lives is hearing the Word. God 

does not just pour faith into our spirit, but we grow as we hear, meditate, 

and speak the Word. We go over wisdom time and time again and at some 

point we get it and can move on, but like tithing we must come back to 

these verses periodically to keep our faith up. I do not believe I have 

anywhere near enough revelation about wisdom and I need to grow in this 
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area. I believe if we went over just some of these verses every day, after a 

year or two we would find ourselves not watching TV, but spending hours 

a day in the Word instead of minutes.  

   Smith Wigglesworth (late 1800s to early 1900s English preacher) did 

not learn to read until he was in his 50s and he read nothing but the Bible, 

not books about the Bible, but the Bible only. There are nine people 

documented that he raised from the dead, people with missing limbs were 

prayed for and God grew new ones, plus numerous other miracles and 

people born again through his ministry.  

   One day he was traveling with someone talking about the weather, when 

he stopped and said, “We need to repent, we have been talking 30 minutes 

and haven’t mentioned the Lord one time.” 

 

4:10. Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and the years of thy life 

shall be many. 

 

4:11. I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in right 

paths. 

 

4:12. When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; and when 

thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble. 

 

4:13. Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she is 

thy life. 

 

4:14. Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of 

evil men. 

 

4:15. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away. 

 

4:16. For they sleep not, except they have done mischief; and their 

sleep is taken away, unless they cause some to fall. 

   I am told Dwight L. Moody and Smith Wigglesworth would not go to 

bed at night until they had told someone about Jesus. That’s an interesting 

contrast. 
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4:17. For they eat the bread of wickedness, and drink the wine of 

violence. 

   As we meditate and study the Bible, our faith grows and our speech 

changes. We find ourselves saying what God says and having the attitude 

that God has. Our speech is what makes us or breaks us. Mark 11:23 For 

verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be 

thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his 

heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to 

pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. Remember what God said to 

Joshua, Joshua 1:8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy 

mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou 

mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then 

thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good 

success.  The wicked are motivated by Satan to do evil just as the Holy 

Spirit inside us motivates us to do good. Wisdom and our speech keep us 

from stumbling.  

 

4:18. But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more 

and more unto the perfect day.  

 

4:19. The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what 

they stumble. 

   The just and righteous person walks in ever increasing light. Verse 19 is 

a sad verse. The wicked man keeps tripping and stumbling around and 

doesn't understand what the problem is. 

 

4:20. My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. 

 

4:21. Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of 

thine heart. 

 

4:22. For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their 

flesh. 

    We hear the Word. We pay attention to what is being said. We listen to 

what the Holy Spirit is saying; He interprets the Word. We read God’s 

words and keep them central to our thinking all the time. Everything is 
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judged in the light of what the Word says. The Word then makes our flesh 

healthy.  

   People that say God made them sick must not know this verse. God's 

Word is life and health. In Africa at some point in the past (I am not sure 

of the date), a preacher was asked why none of his missionaries were sick 

with the plague even though they were ministering to plague victims as the 

illness was moving through Africa. He said for them to get some of the 

foam from the mouth of a victim. They looked at it under a microscope 

and saw the germs. Then he put some of the foam on his finger and put it 

under the microscope. All the germs were dead. The divine life flowing 

through that man's body killed all the germs. 

Life Lesson - Get in the Word and it will keep us from getting sick, 

especially if the Word is mixed with faith. 

 

4:23. With closest custody, guard your heart, for in it are the sources 

of life. 

 

4:24. Put away from you dishonest talk, deceitful speech put far from 

you. 

   We must pay close attention to what we let our eyes see and our minds 

read. We must guard our hearts. We might say, “The only thing I watch on 

TV is the news.” That is the worst thing we can watch, it is all bad news. 

We should not feed our spirit on things that cause fear and worry. 

   In chapters Numbers 13 and 14, we see that as Israel approached 

Canaan, they sent out 12 spies to study the land. When they came back 

they reported giants in the land. Everyone except Caleb, Joshua, and 

Moses got scared. The spies did not lie; however, verse 32 called that 

report “evil” and Israel had to wait 40 years, until that generation died out, 

before they could go possess the land. Joshua and Caleb were the only 

ones of that generation that entered the Promised Land.  

   What we put into us comes out in our speech. Our speech is what gets us 

in trouble. Jesus said Matthew 15:11 Not that which goeth into the 

mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this 

defileth a man. Again we see how important our words are. 

 

4:25. Let your eyes look straight ahead, and your eyelids look right 

before you. 
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4:26. Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established. 

 

4:27. Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from 

evil. 

   I need to keep my eyes on the prize and not get distracted. I should not 

do things that make my life harder. Most of the bad things that happen in 

our lives are our own fault. We need to see things the way God sees them. 

Job 31:1 I made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should I think 

upon a maid?  

   This is a great idea. After Jesus was in the desert for forty days, Satan 

came to him and tempted him. Jesus responded by quoting God’s Word 

and Satan left. When we are tempted we can also quote God’s Word, and 

Satan will leave. 

Let’s look at Moses and how he made a quality decision. Look at the 

verbs. 

Hebrews 11: 23-29 

23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his 

parents, because they saw he was a proper child; and they were not 

afraid of the king's commandment. Moses’ folks saw and were not 

afraid. 

24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the 

son of Pharaoh's daughter; Moses refused. 

25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to 

enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; Moses chose to suffer, not to 

enjoy sin.   

26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures 

in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward. He 

valued what came from God more than what came from the world. 

27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he 

endured, as seeing him who is invisible. Moses forsook, did not fear, and 

endured, looking by faith to an invisible God.  

28 Through faith he kept the Passover, and the sprinkling of blood, 

lest he that destroyed the firstborn should touch them. He kept.  

29 By faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry land: which the  

Egyptians assaying to do were drowned. And he passed through and 

was delivered. 
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   There is a lot of teaching in these few verses. This is a good passage to 

spend some time meditating on and seeing what God has to say to each of 

us. I would say Moses fulfilled Proverbs 4:25-27, and we can see by 

looking at the verbs how he did it. 

 

Chapter 5 
5:1. My son, attend unto my wisdom, and bow thine ear to my 

understanding: 

 

5:2. That thou mayest regard discretion, and that thy lips may keep 

knowledge. 

 

5:3. For the lips of a strange woman drop as an honeycomb, and her 

mouth is smoother than oil: 

 

5:4. But her end is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword. 

 
5:5. Her feet go down to death; her steps take hold on hell. 

 

5:6. Lest thou shouldest ponder the path of life, her ways are 

moveable, that thou canst not know them. 

   Now, like Moses, we get to make a decision. We can keep ourselves 

from sexual sin. We can control ourselves. We would not commit sexual 

sin if our Mom or Dad were in the room with us. We would not lose our 

temper, get drunk, or look at pornography if our pastor was in the room 

with us. Self-control is possible in any situation. 

   Satan was created beautiful, that is one reason sin is alluring. (Ezekiel 

28:11-15 / 2 Corinthians 11:13-15)  

   God will never tell us it is OK to commit adultery, but Satan might try to 

tell us,” It’s OK, God understands”.  All sin is bad for us. So, “What’s in it 

for us?” Be warned, sin leads to a bitter end; it can cut us and kill us. 

When we walk in Satan’s territory nothing good can happen. Satan comes 

to kill, steal and destroy.   

   When talking about getting sin out of our life, the place to start is 

studying the mercy of God. By meditating on the verses about the mercy 
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of God, we build our faith and begin running to God with our sin instead 

of away from Him. 

 Lamentations 3  

 21 This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope.  

 22 It is of the LORD's mercies that we are not consumed, because his 

compassions fail not.  

 23 They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.  

   If on Tuesday I push God so much that I use up all His mercy, I get to 

start all over on Wednesday. God’s mercy and compassion are new every 

morning. Hey, wait a minute; you just gave everyone a license to sin. I 

don’t know about you, but I do a lot of sinning even without a license. 

God gave us Jesus so we could get rid of our sin.  

Nehemiah 8:10 And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, and Ezra the 

priest the scribe, and the Levites that taught the people, said unto all 

the people, This day is holy unto the LORD your God; mourn not, nor 

weep. For all the people wept, when they heard the words of the law.   

11 Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the 

sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for 

this day is holy unto our LORD: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the 

LORD is your strength. 

   Israel had just come back from the Babylonian captivity and was being 

read the law of God. They all started crying in repentance. Nehemiah told 

them to quit crying and start partying because the joy of the Lord is their 

strength. In the Catholic Mass order of worship, after the prayer for 

forgiveness comes a praise song called the Gloria. When judging 

ourselves, we ask for forgiveness and move on.  

 

5:7. Hear me now therefore, O ye children, and depart not from the 

words of my mouth. 

 

5:8. Remove thy way far from her, and come not nigh the door of her 

house: 

 

5:9. Lest thou give thine honour unto others, and thy years unto the 

cruel: 
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5:10. Lest strangers be filled with thy wealth; and thy labours be in 

the house of a stranger;  

    If getting sin out of our lives is a worthwhile endeavor, we need to look 

at the things that can help us reach our goal and look at the things that hurt 

our journey. Sometimes we have habits and sin patterns that require us just 

to stop doing what we are doing. This can be like cutting off a hand or 

pulling out an eye. However, most sins will just drop out of our lives if we 

just do a few positive things. Here are the things that have helped me. 

Galatians 5:16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not 

fulfill the lust of the flesh.  

   We want to spend some time talking about what is “walking in the 

Spirit” and what is not. Bible study, by itself, will not keep us from 

sinning; it helps, but the main benefit is building up faith. It can also be a 

hindrance: 1 Corinthians 8:1…Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies.  

You also run into the danger of becoming legalistic; 2 Corinthians 

3:6…the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. NKJV 

Mark 5:24-34 

24 And Jesus went with him; and much people followed him, and 

thronged him. 

25 And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years, 

26 And had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent 

all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse, 

27 When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and 

touched his garment. 

28 For she said, if I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole. 

29 And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she 

felt in her body that she was healed of that plague. 

30 And Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that virtue had gone 

out of him, turned him about in the press, and said, Who touched my 

clothes? 

31 And his disciples said unto him, Thou seest the multitude 

thronging thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me? 

32 And he looked round about to see her that had done this thing. 

33 But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in 

her, came and fell down before him, and told him all the truth. 

34 And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; 

go in peace, and be whole of thy plague. 
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   This passage shows the difference between faith and power. It was the 

woman’s faith that got her healed; Jesus did not know what was 

happening. All Jesus knew was that power had left him. So we see both 

things at work, faith and power. I want to point out that difference. Faith 

will do a lot for us, but it is power that will keep us from sinning and it is 

power that enables us to help others. I am writing in general terms and not 

as an absolute, “this-is-the-only-way-it-works” kind of attitude. 

Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 

upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in 

all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 

    The Greek word for power is “dynamis”, the word we get dynamo and 

dynamite from. Note that it says, “you will be witnesses”, not “then go 

witness”. When the Holy Spirit fills us, there will be so much power we 

can’t help but witness. We will not have to be told to go witness; it will be 

who we are. This is the power that helps us avoid sin.  

1 Corinthians 14:4 He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth 

himself... 

   Praying in tongues will build you up spiritually. It is like charging your 

battery. We cannot edify others unless we are first edified. That is why 

Jesus said to wait for power. He did not want people going out in their 

own strength.  

Matthew 26:40 And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them 

asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one 

hour?  

41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit 

indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. 

   Prayer will keep you from falling into temptation. 

Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,  

 23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 

   If we are built up spiritually, these things will be the by-product. Self-

control is what we are talking about now, but all these things help you 

“walk after the Spirit”.  

James 5:16 …..The earnest (heartfelt, continued) prayer of a 

righteous man makes tremendous power available [dynamic in its 

working]. Amplified 
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   Prayer makes power available to do God’s will whether it is for us or 

someone else. The more we pray, the more our minds are the same as 

God’s mind. We start viewing things like God sees them. As we grow in 

this, sin begins dropping out of our lives. After being filled with Holy 

Spirit power, we begin ministering to other people. This puts into us a 

desire to “do it right”. 

   We are awed by how God is using us and we find ourselves wanting to 

be used more and to be more intimate with him. The last thing we want to 

do is to somehow bring discredit to Jesus by our actions. We also realize 

what a holy thing we are dealing with and we want to handle it correctly. 

All this works together to motivate us to not sin. We want to “not sin”. 

    In my own life I realize that God wants to use some of what I am 

writing to help people. This has motivated me to spend more time in 

prayer. The things we do may be the difference between heaven or hell for 

someone. How would you like to be the person who won Billy Graham to 

Jesus, or that someone who said an encouraging word to Mother Teresa 

when she maybe was going to give up, or the person who long ago 

encouraged the Pope to become a priest?  

   That’s the prayer part, now let look at how praise fits in with this. 

Psalm 8:2 Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained 

strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy 

and the avenger. 

   Praise does two other things besides stopping Satan. It brings an 

intimacy with God where we can feel, in a real way, the presence of the 

Holy Spirit and it puts down our flesh, so we can hear better what God has 

to say. We feel God’s presence so closely that the last thing we want to do 

is sin and break that fellowship. Let’s next look at the nuts and bolts of 

praise. 

Psalm 22:3 But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of 

Israel. 

   Praise is where God lives. 

1 Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 

nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him 

who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light; 

   I have mentioned good things that happen to the person who praises, but 

as a priest we have a job to do. Whether we like it or not, as an act of 
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obedience, we are to show forth praise (manliness, valor, excellence, 

praise, virtue). 

   I made a decision recently to “fast” some radio time while driving, and 

to spend that time praying in the spirit. I normally listen to a short radio 

skit that I enjoy very much followed by the hourly news. A few days later, 

after eating out at lunch a lot lately, I had instead packed a sandwich. I 

ate the sandwich at about 11:00 and left my office at 1:00 to go out on 

business. I started to get a hamburger to eat as I drove. I was not hungry, 

I just thought about eating. I didn’t yield to the temptation to over eat. I 

didn’t think about until later, but that 15 minutes of praying gave me the 

self-discipline not to eat. I realize this is a small thing but it is an example 

of what is written. 

As we look at praise, I want to show how the different Hebrew words put 

different meanings to the word “praise”. 

Psalm 100                                                                                                                                        

A Psalm of Praise (to-daw’ adoration, a choir of worshippers, 

confession, sacrifice of praise, thanks) 

1 Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. 

2 Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with 

singing. 

3 Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and 

not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with 

praise (teh-hil-law’ laudation, a hymn) : be thankful unto him, and bless 

his name. 

5 For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth 

endureth to all generations. 

   Psalm 100 gives us the outline for coming before God. If I say “Jesus”, 

heaven stops to hear what I have to say. I write this because I want 

everyone to understand that we have access to the throne of God by the 

blood of Jesus and His name. It is different for God to hear me and for me 

to hear God. We come to God singing loudly, through His gates singing 

songs of thankfulness and into His courts with praise. We are in His 

presence and need to hear what He has to say. It surprised me how easy it 

was to have my mind quiet after 30 minutes of wild, loud, praise. 

Alleluia = Hallelu Yah = Praise the Lord 
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Halal – haw-lal’ prime root – to be clear (orig. of sound, but usually of 

color)  To shine; hence to make a show, to boast; and thus to be 

(clamorously) foolish;  To rave; to celebrate; also to act stupid; to act like 

a madman or fool 

Psalm 150 

1 Praise ye the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the 

firmament of his power. 

2 Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him according to his excellent 

greatness. 

3 Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: praise him with the 

psaltery and harp. 

4 Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed 

instruments and organs. 

5 Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high 

sounding cymbals. 

6 Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. Praise ye the 

LORD. 

All these words “praise” are haw-lal. 

   Every Sunday morning all over the world people are saying or singing 

“Alleluia”. Do they know what they are saying? If they did know, how 

many people would say it? We are saying, “Let’s see how foolish and 

noisy we can act in praise to God.” 

   When the Ark was brought back to Jerusalem, David danced in the street 

in his underwear. (2 Samuel 6) We can see by David’s life that he 

understood his covenant. As we grow in our understanding that our 

covenant with God through Jesus is better than David’s, it increases our 

joy. Sometime it is so good we want to get out of our pews and start 

running around the building, but then our mind says, “Shut up and be 

quiet, you’re in church”. (That’s a joke if you didn’t catch it.) 

   Psalm 100 can be done as an act of your will. We can come before God 

singing, dancing, making a lot of noise, and playing instruments as an act 

of obedience. The wilder it is, the more God loves it. This is the best way 

to put down the flesh and clear out our minds to be able to hear what God 

has to say to us. In the first faith sharing group my wife and I were in, a 

lady said she just could not hear anything God was saying and could not 

feel the closeness she had felt before. I gave her an Integrity Music tape 

and told her to spend the first 20-30 minutes of her prayer time singing 
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with this tape and not to worry if it uses up most of the prayer time. She 

came back to the next meeting happily saying it worked. She could hear 

from God and recaptured that closeness.  

   Sometime when you all are alone in your house, get two pot lids and 

clang them together and march around the house singing your favorite 

song. You will feel like an idiot and your flesh will hate it. Then, just sit 

down and ask God if he has anything to say to you. You will be amazed at 

how clear God’s voice will be. Or pick up your Bible and start reading, in 

a short time you will begin seeing things you have never seen before. 

   We have two ways to go. We can say, “We don’t do that here, and God 

didn’t really mean He wanted me to dance around like an idiot.” Or we 

can try it, or at least say that God wants us to act foolish, but I do not have 

the spiritual guts to do it. God can deal with us saying that we can’t do it. 

He can help us and work with us until we can do it. God is on our side. 

Just because our flesh won’t let us do something, God is just happy that 

we try. 

   This is the start of understanding praise. We can go all the way to where 

God is enthroned on our praises. 

More Hebrew words for praise and their definitions from Strong’s 

Concordance:   

Shabach - 1) to soothe, still, stroke   2) to laud, praise, commend, 

congratulate, to boast 

Tehillah - 1) praise, song or hymn of praise   a) praise, adoration, 

thanksgiving (paid to God)   b) act of general or public praise   c) praise-

song (as title)   d) praise (demanded by qualities or deeds or attributes of 

God)   e) renown, fame, glory  

2) object of praise, possessor of renown (fig) 

Zamar - 1) to sing, sing praise, make music   1) to make music, sing   2) 

to play a musical instrument. (This would be an instrumental praise.)  

Towdah - 1) confession, praise, thanksgiving   a) give praise to God   b) 

thanksgiving in songs of liturgical worship, hymn of praise   c) 

thanksgiving choir or procession or line or company   d) thank-offering, 

sacrifice of thanksgiving   e) confession 

Yadah - 1) to throw, shoot, cast  a) to shoot (arrows)   b) to cast, cast 

down, throw down   c) to give thanks,, laud, praise   d) to confess, confess 

(the name of God)   e) to confess (sin)   f) to give thanks. (The root word is 
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yad which means hand. This means to praise with hand movements. 

Clapping, lifting hands and maybe signing would be good examples.) 

Selah - 1) to lift up, exalt   1) a technical musical term probably showing 

accentuation, pause, interruption 

Hilluwl – rejoice, make merry, praise 

Barak – to bless, kneel, be adored, salute. (This is usually translated 

bless.) 

   We start out singing, clapping and seeing how stupid we can look. This 

ushers us into God’s presence. Now our mind is clear, our flesh is put 

down, and we can draw closer and closer to God’s throne. As we do, we 

feel the Holy Spirit moving in our spirit. If it is a congregation, we can 

feel the Holy Spirit moving through the building. God takes the Word that 

is being ministered and speaks to us, showing us things in the Word we 

had never seen before. God can minister to us in ways we don’t 

understand and we don’t even know it is happening at the time. We can 

feel the love of God, and it does not go away the next day like drugs or 

alcohol. 

   Praise helps us avoid sin by stopping Satan, by bringing us into where 

God lives so that we can feel that God is real, and giving us an intimacy 

that we do not want to break off by sinning. 

   In conclusion, prayer builds power and intimacy, and praise stops Satan. 

Praise also brings intimacy and gives us a reality of the presence of God, 

because God lives in the praises of his people. 

 

5:11. And you mourn at last, When your flesh and your body are 

consumed,  

 

5:12. And say: “ How I have hated instruction, And my heart despised 

correction!  

 

5:13. I have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, Nor inclined my ear 

to those who instructed me!  

 

5:14. I was on the verge of total ruin, In the midst of the assembly and 

congregation.” NKJV 

   This is a sad set of verses describing a ruined life. Everyone has choices; 

we can pursue The Kingdom of God or we can just sit and do nothing and 
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hope everything comes out OK. It is interesting that God is not talking 

about fleshly sins, but the rejection of authority.  

1 Samuel 15:23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and 

stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry…. 

 

5:15. Drink water from your own cistern, And running water from 

your own well.  

 

5:16. Should your fountains be dispersed abroad, Streams of water in 

the streets? 

  

5:17. Let them be only your own, And not for strangers with you.  

 

5:18. Let your fountain be blessed, And rejoice with the wife of your 

youth.  

 

5:19. As a loving deer and a graceful doe, Let her breasts satisfy you 

at all times;  

And always be enraptured with her love.  

 

5:20. For why should you, my son, be enraptured by an immoral 

woman,  

And be embraced in the arms of a seductress? NKJV 

    It doesn’t take a demon to make me sit down and suck up 5 or 6 football 

games on the weekend, so I am not calling that being tempted. I am calling 

“being tempted” when a direct demonic attack tries to get me to do 

something I don’t want to do.  

   Jesus was tempted by the devil (Matthew 4:1-11). He met each 

temptation with “It is written….” When we are being tempted to do 

something, we can quote an appropriate Bible verse and that temptation 

will quickly leave. Demons will not hang around when the Word is spoken 

or during times when praises are being sung.  

   We find ourselves at crossroads all the time and we choose what we do. 

God made us free to make our own decisions. We can do the right thing or 

the wrong thing. God does not mind if I watch a UT game or a Cowboys 

game; it was the other 3 or 4 games in a weekend He has a problem with. 

One person put it really well, “It is not a sin to watch a Roadrunner 
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cartoon, but when you need God’s power or direction, you don’t want to 

hear ‘beep beep’.” We need to remember Moses and the verbs we looked 

at in Hebrews and make good decisions. 

 

5:21. For the ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD, And He 

ponders all his paths.  

 

5:22. His own iniquities entrap the wicked man, And he is caught in 

the cords of his sin.  

 

5:23. He shall die for lack of instruction, And in the greatness of his 

folly he shall go astray. NKJV 

   If we continue to sin the same sins over and over, we open ourselves up 

for demon possession or oppression. Some people say a Christian cannot 

be demon possessed; I think he can but I am not going to argue the point. I 

know Christians need help from other people sometimes to break sin 

patterns and strongholds the Devil has made in our lives. This is what is 

meant by “cords of sin hold him fast.” We all know people (and 

sometimes it is us) who are led astray by their own folly. When a person 

finds himself/herself in a place where he/she cannot get any control over 

some sin in their life, they need outside help. There are ministries that deal 

with deliverance that can be contacted, but the best way is to put ourselves 

in a position to be helped. By that I mean to go to churches that have 

prayer at the end of the service or go see evangelists when they come to 

town. We can ask God for wisdom. This is very helpful in trying to get out 

of sin patterns. God can show us where to go for help if needed.  

James 1:5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to 

all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 6 But 

let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a 

wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. 7 For let not that 

man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. 8 A double 

minded man is unstable in all his ways. 

   I once heard a man talk about the need to confess your faults one to 

another. His point was that these were these strongholds that Satan has 

been allowed to make in our lives and not only do we need deliverance, 

but also accountability to other people to help, pray, get on our case, or 
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whatever it takes (always done in love or it will not work). Faith-sharing 

groups are great for this. 

   Wouldn’t it be great if a share group or people of other small groups we 

may be in attacked the sin in each of our lives. I could say, “I really need 

to pray more,” and several people would call me up starting about 5:00 in 

the morning and call throughout the rest of the day reminding me to pray. 

And all of them would pray every time my name came to mind. That 

would take accountability and love. 

   We must be spiritually fit if are going to minister to other people, and 

there could even be issues of Heaven or Hell for some of those people if 

we do not minister correctly.  

 

Chapter 6 
6:1. My son, if thou be surety for thy friend, if thou hast stricken thy 

hand with a stranger,  

 

6:2. Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, thou art taken with 

the words of thy mouth.  

 

6:3. Do this now, my son, and deliver thyself, when thou art come into 

the hand of thy friend; go, humble thyself, and make sure thy friend.  

 

6:4. Give not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids.  

 

6:5. Deliver thyself as a roe from the hand of the hunter, and as a bird 

from the hand of the fowler.  
   This is one passage I really don’t get. I thought it would be a good thing 

to co-sign a friend’s note. God must think otherwise or maybe we can find 

other verses that shed some light on what God wants. 

   In taking on a friend’s liability, we should use the same criteria we 

would use in taking on our own debt. Romans 13:8 Owe no man 

anything, but to love another… If we have the money to sign for a 

friend’s debt, we could just loan him the money he’s borrowing; better yet, 

we could give the money to him, if it is OK with God. We should ask and 

be sensitive to the Holy Spirit. If we don’t have the money to lose, don’t 

co-sign. I would think family members would be different. There is a 
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blessing for the person who lends when there is uncertainty of being 

repaid.  

Luke 6:34 And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what 

thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much 

again.  

35 But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for 

nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the 

children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the 

evil. 

   Another thing to keep in mind is Proverbs 22:7 ….the borrower is 

servant to the lender.  

   Also, do not be unequally yoked. 2 Corinthians 6:14 Do not be 

unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has 

righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with 

darkness? NKJV We must be wise and sensitive to the Holy Spirit when 

joining in financial partnerships with unbelievers. When in doubt, don’t. 

 

6:6. Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise: 

 

6:7. Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler, 

 

6:8. Provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the 

harvest. 

   God wants us to work hard whether our boss is around or not. 

Ephesians 6:5 Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters 

according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your 

heart, as unto Christ;  

 6 Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, 

doing the will of God from the heart;  

 7 With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men:  

 8 Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall 

he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or free. 

   God is saying “Don’t be lazy. Be smart, work hard, plan for the future, 

and do this without anyone telling you to.” This is how we get seed to 

give. As time passes, we are given more and more seed. God will let us 

have nice things and we will enjoy life; we will not miss out on anything. 

We will find we care less about material goods and we are satisfied with 
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whatever we have. This is not as easy as it seems. If we don’t care about 

“stuff”, we can get lazy because our “hard work drive” is tied to acquiring 

“things”. We should work hard because God says to and it is a good 

reflection on Jesus. We work for God and he, not our employer, is our 

source of income. 

   Prayer and Bible study could be the hardest thing we do. It can be 

peaceful and enjoyable, but like any relationship, our relationship with 

Jesus needs to be worked at.   

2 Peter 3:14 Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be 

diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless; 15 

and consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation—as also 

our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has 

written to you, 16 as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these 

things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught 

and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the 

rest of the Scriptures. NKJV 

2 Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman 

that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

   Bible study is work. Digging around in Paul’s letters takes work since 

some things are hard to understand. We are not only to read and enjoy 

God’s Word, but also study it and dig deep into it. Deep Bible study is 

something I have not done a lot of. That is one reason I am doing this 

study. A man once said, “If you spend ten minutes a day reading in your 

field, in ten years you will be an expert.” That is what I have done. Instead 

of deep study, I have only read my Bible every day for at least five 

minutes and listened to a lot of radio and TV preachers. Peter’s shadow 

would heal people when it passed over them. Until my shadow heals 

people I’ve got room to grow. 

   Note: Most of what I am writing I have gotten from other people. One 

preacher pointed out the verse in Peter about hard to understand and I 

heard another preacher say that about Peter’s shadow. 

   One of my favorite hard work verses is Ecclesiastes 9:10 Whatsoever 

thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor 

device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest. 

Every employer is looking for this quality in an employee. If you see 

something that needs to be done, do it. Maybe the proudest I have ever 

been was when one of my sons was working at a grocery store. He came 
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home complaining about having to clean up a dirty diaper that was thrown 

out in the parking lot and run over by a car. I asked him if his boss told 

him to do it. He said, “No”.  I asked him why he did it and he said that he 

saw it, and he knew no one else would take care of it because other 

employees had passed it by. That is deep character and that trait means he 

will always be successful at whatever he does. I watched another son do a 

similar thing at the candy store he worked at in Austin. (It’s funny how I 

notice these things.) A small child had some change and some candy and 

asked if he had enough money to buy the candy. My son took a quick 

glance at the coins and said he had just the right amount (but it was 

probably not enough).  

 

6:9. How long will you slumber, O sluggard? When will you rise from 

your sleep?  

 

6:10. A little sleep, a little slumber, A little folding of the hands to 

sleep—  

 

6:11. So shall your poverty come on you like a prowler, And your 

need like an armed man. NKJV 

    I should get my wife to embroider this on my recliner. I think God 

wants us to work and not sleep so much. We should get up at the correct 

time and spend our day in profitable endeavors. If we work hard and are 

diligent in business affairs, don’t waste our money, and give as the Holy 

Spirit leads, we will have a good, comfortable life. Our government, 

wisely using our tax money, did a survey and found out rich people were 

happier than poor people. 

Life Lesson – Excessive sleep, leisure, and play will lead to poverty and 

scarcity.  

 

6:12. A naughty person, a wicked man, walketh with a froward 

mouth. 

 

6:13. He winketh with his eyes, he speaketh with his feet, he teacheth 

with his fingers; 
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6:14. Frowardness is in his heart, he deviseth mischief continually; he 

soweth discord. 

 

6:15. Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly; suddenly shall he be 

broken without remedy. 

   Froward means perverseness of mouth, fraudulent, deceitful speech. We 

should not defraud people. I personally do not believe God likes haggling 

over prices. Since God is our source, we do not have to be overly 

concerned with what something costs. If something is not worth to you 

what the seller wants for the item and the seller lowers the price to get you 

to buy, that is OK; however, if you hold out hoping the seller will take less 

money and you can save yourself some money, I do not think that it is OK 

with God. We do not want to be deceitful. I bought a great wool suit for 

$138. The suit was originally $450. They wanted to get it off their rack 

and I took them up on their offer. They were glad to get rid of it. I know in 

my printing business I have sold paper cheaper than I normally would to 

get it off the shelf and was very glad to do it.  

Leviticus 19:9 And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt 

not wholly reap the corners of thy field, neither shalt thou gather the 

gleanings of thy harvest.  

10 And thou shalt not glean thy vineyard, neither shalt thou gather 

every grape of thy vineyard; thou shalt leave them for the poor and 

stranger: I am the LORD your God.  

   We do not have to get every nickel we can from someone.  

   Note verse 6:14, he sows discord and 6:15, calamity comes suddenly and 

he is broken without remedy. 

 

6:16. These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an 

abomination unto him: 

 

6:17. A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent 

blood, 

 

6:18. An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in 

running to mischief, 
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6:19. A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord 

among brethren. 

   We all need to take a long hard look at the pride in our lives. At some 

point the mature Christian must deal with the pride that is in his/her life. 

Years ago I started pushing God on this subject. The first place he led me 

was to false humility. (“I’m so no good; I’m such a worm.”) This is a form 

of pride. God may want us to sweep the floor at church’ or teach a large 

Bible study; our reaction should be the same. He does not want everyone 

to sweep the floor, and we must not think of ourselves in such a way as to 

feel that is all we can do. If I can treat the homeless the same way I would 

treat the President or the Pope, that is true humility.  

   After showing me what humility was not, I didn’t hear a lot on the 

subject. Then one Sunday, the pastor preached on pride. It was one of the 

most devastating experiences of my life. I saw how much pride I had in 

me and how ugly it was to God. This experience got me to start getting 

pride out of my life. I was amazed how much was there and how much is 

still with me and how I continue to manifest pride. But at least I now 

recognize it in me when I see it. And I might add, God is good about 

pointing it out. Another pastor said he had cried for a week when God 

started dealing with him about pride. 

   Look at sowing strife. God lists this with murder. Strife stops faith. To 

grow in Jesus we must get strife out of our life.  

2 Timothy 2:24-26                                                                                                                         

24 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all 

men, apt to teach, patient, 

25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God 

peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the 

truth; 

26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, 

who are taken captive by him at his will. 

   These verses talk about the person who sets people against each other. 

The devil holds these people captive and can control most of their actions.  

Matthew 18:15 Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go 

and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear 

thee, thou hast gained thy brother.  
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 16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, 

that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be 

established.  

 17 And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if 

he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man 

and a publican. 

   Verse 17 does not say the Christian who sins is a heathen but that he is 

to be treated as one. The church must not allow him to have a part of what 

the church is doing. Here’s why: 

18 Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be 

bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be 

loosed in heaven.  

19 Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as 

touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my 

Father which is in heaven.  

20 For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there 

am I in the midst of them.  

   Keeping with “What’s in it for me?” we can see Satan can control a 

person in strife. Strife stops faith and the prayer of agreement.  

   There is power in unity. Leviticus 26:8 And five of you shall chase an 

hundred, and an hundred of you shall put ten thousand to flight: and 

your enemies shall fall before you by the sword. 

 

6:20. My son, keep thy father's commandment, and forsake not the 

law of thy mother: 

 

6:21. Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy 

neck. 

 

6:22. When thou goest, it shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, it shall 

keep thee; and when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee. 

 

6:23. For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and 

reproofs of instruction are the way of life: 

 

6:24. To keep thee from the evil woman, from the flattery of the 

tongue of a strange woman. 
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   Again we see the father’s commandment and the mother’s law. When 

you go, it will lead you; when you sleep, it will protect you; when you are 

awake, it will talk to you. It is life and it is light.  

 

6:25. Lust not after her beauty in thine heart; neither let her take thee 

with her eyelids. 

  

6:26. For by means of a whorish woman a man is brought to a piece of 

bread: and the adultress will hunt for the precious life.  

 

6:27. Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned?  

 

6:28. Can one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned?  

 

6:29. So he that goeth in to his neighbour's wife; whosoever toucheth 

her shall not be innocent.  

   Originally, we started this Bible study looking for the promises and 

what’s in it for us. I have tried to stay away from being negative. I’ve tried 

to find the positive things we can do to have good things happen in our 

lives. We cannot mess around with any sin and not be harmed in some 

way.  

   A well-known ministry does not allow a male and female to go 

anywhere together alone including short trips to the airport. It must be 

same sex or three people going. It was a good thing that my church put 

glass in the doors of the offices so no one would be tempted to do 

anything they shouldn’t. Many lives and ministries have been destroyed 

because of sexual sin. 

 

6:30. Men do not despise a thief, if he steal to satisfy his soul when he 

is hungry;  

  

6:31. But if he be found, he shall restore sevenfold; he shall give all the 

substance of his house.  

 

6:32. But whoso committeth adultery with a woman lacketh 

understanding: he that doeth it destroyeth his own soul.  
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6:33. A wound and dishonour shall he get; and his reproach shall not 

be wiped away.  

 

6:34. For jealousy is the rage of a man: therefore he will not spare in 

the day of vengeance. 

 

6:35. He will not regard any ransom; neither will he rest content, 

though thou givest many gifts. 

 

Chapter 7 
7:1. My son, keep my words, and lay up my commandments with thee. 

 

7:2. Keep my commandments, and live; and my law as the apple of 

thine eye. 

 

7:3. Bind them upon thy fingers, write them upon the table of thine 

heart. 

 

7:4. Say unto wisdom, Thou art my sister; and call understanding thy 

kinswoman: 

 

7:5. That they may keep thee from the strange woman, from the 

stranger which flattereth with her words. 
   We need to keep the Word central to our lives. We judge everything by 

the Word. It will keep us out of trouble and make our lives successful 

(Joshua chapter 1); and added to that, happier, more joyful, more peaceful, 

and just more pleasant.  

   Some don’t like to talk about “amounts of time” to spend on spiritual 

matters so I will not say how long each day we should spend in private 

Bible study or hearing the Word on TV, radio, CDs, or tapes (or internet). 

I will say everyone needs to spend time, on a daily basis, in the Word. If 

we are going to watch TV, look at preachers. If surfing the web, see if you 

can listen to someone online (you cannot go wrong with kcm.org or 

jackhayford.com). Most large churches and ministries have web sites that 

allow you to listen to sermons and teachings. Some allow downloading so 

you may listen on your MP3 player. We can listen while we do other 

things. Don’t think it is somehow unholy to play Solitaire or work while 
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listening. We have no excuse for a low Word level; God has been pouring 

out the Word and it doesn’t take a lot of effort to get into it. 

   When Joshua took over for Moses he faced one of the hardest situations 

anyone has ever faced. He had to take over from a leader who had been in 

charge for forty years. He was leading over a million Israelites and had to 

lead them to conquer numerous nations who lived in the land God had 

given them. Here is God’s advice to Joshua: 

Joshua 1:6 Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall 

divide as an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers to give 

them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to 

do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; 

do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may 

prosper wherever you go. 8 This Book of the Law shall not depart 

from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you 

may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you 

will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 

9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not 

be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you 

wherever you go.” NKJV 

   All Joshua had was Genesis-Deuteronomy and this was enough to get 

the job done. We have the Old and New Testaments. That is why Paul 

says, Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ which 

strengtheneth me. 

   Everyone who tries to live by the Word and do what it says has the 

problem of having learned more things than they are walking in. Learning 

something God wants us to do or not do can be hard on the person not 

grounded in the mercy and love of God. I have always told God that I 

want to know what I am doing wrong. I would rather know and hope 

someday I can get to where I should be than not know. If we aim for the 

top we may not make it, but at least we will get higher than if we shoot for 

50%. If we shoot for 100% and only make 75%, we will be higher than if 

we shoot for 50% and only get to 40%. I am not suggesting that everyone 

push God to tell everything we do wrong; none of us could take that. I am 

saying to get in the Word, try to do want it says to do, and let God do the 

rest. God is not going to fall off His throne if we learn something and 

don’t do it. 
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Life Lesson – Stay in the Word no matter how you feel or don’t feel and 

the Word will produce life in you. 
 

7:6. For at the window of my house I looked through my casement, 

  

7:7. And beheld among the simple ones, I discerned among the youths, 

a young man void of understanding,  

 

7:8. Passing through the street near her corner; and he went the way 

to her house,  

 

7:9. In the twilight, in the evening, in the black and dark night: 

   When we are young, we do not have enough experience to deal with 

some of the things the devil can throw at us. This is why God gave us 

parents. This simple youth is going to the corner where this lady hangs 

out. The best thing for all of us to do is stay away from anything that could 

be a trap of Satan. Just as I have said before, the best thing we can do is 

put ourselves in a position for God to minister to us. If that young person 

did not go to that corner, he would not fall into sexual sin. We must stay 

away from places where we can fall into temptation. 

 

7:10. And, behold, there met him a woman with the attire of an harlot, 

and subtil of heart. 

 

7:11. (She is loud and stubborn; her feet abide not in her house: 

 

7:12. Now is she without, now in the streets, and lieth in wait at every 

corner.) 

 

7:13. So she caught him, and kissed him, and with an impudent face 

said unto him, 

 

7:14. I have peace offerings with me; this day have I payed my vows. 

   “Subtil of heart” can mean crafty intent or I would say cold-hearted. The 

Hebrew word for stubborn has a connotation of rebelliousness.  

   What we have here is not just a woman who has sinned, but a rebellious, 

arrogant, brazen person intent on hurting another person. 
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   Any woman reading this should look at Proverbs 31 and 1Timothy 2:9 

to see what God wants from women. We can ask God about any subject 

we want to, get a concordance and follow the idea through the Bible. I 

hate to say this but in Proverbs 31 the woman is working and the man is 

standing around at the city gate shooting the breeze with the other men, 

telling them what a good wife he has. I will say God’s requirements for 

men is a lot tougher, love is a hard requirement. I am thoroughly 

convinced that all problems in any marriage are caused by the husband not 

loving and giving himself to his wife (in faith) and the wife not submitting 

(in faith) to her husband. I put the words “in faith” in because we must 

meditate on the husband and wife scriptures to build our faith in this area 

and believe that what we do will make any problem better. 

 

7:15. Therefore came I forth to meet thee, diligently to seek thy face, 

and I have found thee. 

 

7:16. I have decked my bed with coverings of tapestry, with carved 

works, with fine linen of Egypt. 

 

7:17. I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon. 

 

7:18. Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning: let us solace 

ourselves with loves. 

 

7:19. For the goodman is not at home, he is gone a long journey: 

 

7:20. He hath taken a bag of money with him, and will come home at 

the day appointed. 

 

7:21. With her much fair speech she caused him to yield, with the 

flattering of her lips she forced him. 

 

7:22. He goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth to the slaughter, 

or as a fool to the correction of the stocks; 

 

7:23. Till a dart strike through his liver; as a bird hasteth to the snare, 

and knoweth not that it is for his life. 
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   We reap what we sow. Sow to the Spirit and receive life, sow to the 

flesh and receive death. Like everything else we have talked about, it is up 

to us. When I eat more than I need, I get the excess stored as fat. God’s 

grace will get me to Heaven, but I am glad I don’t have to carry the casket. 

God’s will is for me to either exercise more or eat less. God’s will for me 

is clean the garage and keep the yard in perfect shape. It is not necessary 

for me to spend money on exercise equipment, just to get out of my chair 

and do something. This will be a good exercise for you, see if you can 

pray enough to get me doing the right thing. (I do not want to put my sin 

on you.  I am the one responsible not you, but you can affect things in the 

spirit world.) 

 

7:24. Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye children, and attend to 

the words of my mouth. 

 

7:25. Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go not astray in her 

paths. 

 

7:26. For she hath cast down many wounded: yea, many strong men 

have been slain by her. 

 

7:27. Her house is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of 

death. 

    This is a lot of bad stuff for so little pleasure. But always remember that 

God’s mercy is new every morning. 

Lamentations 3:21-23                                                                                                                  

21 This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope. 

22 It is of the LORD's mercies that we are not consumed, because his 

compassions fail not. 

23 They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness. 

 

Chapter 8 
8:1. Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding put forth her voice? 

  

8:2. She standeth in the top of high places, by the way in the places of 

the paths.  
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8:3. She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the city, at the coming in at 

the doors.  

 

8:4. Unto you, O men, I call; and my voice is to the sons of man.  

 

8:5. O ye simple, understand wisdom: and, ye fools, be ye of an 

understanding heart. 

 

8:6. Hear; for I will speak of excellent things; and the opening of my 

lips shall be right things.  

 

8:7. For my mouth shall speak truth; and wickedness is an 

abomination to my lips.  

 

8:8. All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing 

froward or perverse in them.  

   God is calling everyone. He is not hiding anything. We should never 

think there is something in the Bible we cannot understand. Some of it 

may require a little digging to understand its application, but it is available 

to anyone. The Holy Spirit wrote the Bible and it would be dumb to write 

something that could not be understood. 

   Look at verses 7-8. We again have a teaching about words, words of 

truth and justice, instead of words that are crooked, perverse, and wicked. 

   Verse 6 has an interesting statement, “I have worthy things to say”. As 

we go through Proverbs we will see how our words affect things in our 

lives and other’s lives. We can build up or destroy with our words. 

Matthew 12:34 O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak 

good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 

speaketh. 35 A good man out of the good treasure of the heart 

bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure 

bringeth forth evil things. 36 But I say unto you, That every idle word 

that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of 

judgment  37 For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy 

words thou shalt be condemned. 

   This may answer the question, “Why do bad things happen to good 

people?”  
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   I like to watch my words and other people’s words. It is interesting to 

see what is on the inside of us coming out in words. I catch myself saying 

all kinds of weird things. Today I caught myself inwardly thinking, about 

a person who ran a red light, “Dummy”. I should have prayed at once 

before he hurt himself or someone else. Every time I say something like 

that God gets all over me; I can still see the darkness and evil that is inside 

of me. 

   God will use anyone that wants to be used. Look at Mary, she was 

willing to go through the disgrace of a shotgun wedding and a child that 

came less than nine months after her wedding. She was willing to be used 

by God to bless others. 

   If we read Luke 1:46-55, we see Mary boasting about being humble and 

how she has been blessed and how everyone is going to say good things 

about her. This can fit the definition of “praise” (rave, boast, put on a 

show). We, like Mary, can almost say the same thing. We have been 

blessed not because of what we have done but in spite of what we have 

done. 

 

8:9. They are all plain to him that understandeth, and right to them 

that find knowledge.  

 

8:10. Receive my instruction, and not silver; and knowledge rather 

than choice gold.  

 

8:11. For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things that may be 

desired are not to be compared to it.  

   The God who created everything and knows everything says instruction 

and wisdom are better than gold, silver or rubies and there is nothing you 

can think of that is more valuable. If you have God’s wisdom, you can get 

all the gold, silver and rubies you need and God’s wisdom will also show 

you how deceitful riches really are. How much would you pay to be able 

to make every decision correctly? Every decision at work, marriage, and 

with our children will be the correct one. We would be promoted at work 

making lots of money, have a peaceful happy home, and children who are 

near perfect. There is no Bible reason that this cannot happen. But again 

we see that it is up to us. We are the ones who must decide to spend time 

in prayer and in the Word and put ourselves under the instruction of an 
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anointed teacher. We will see that this is most important for the person in 

authority.  

 

8:12. I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge of witty 

inventions.  

 

8:13. The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and 

the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate.  

 

8:14. Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: I am understanding; I have 

strength.  

 

8:15. By me kings reign, and princes decree justice.  

 

8:16. By me princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the earth.  

   Here we see that to correctly exercise authority, you need God’s 

wisdom. Remember God’s words to Joshua, “Do not let the Word depart 

from your mouth.”  

At this point, in the process of writing this book, I had to leave and start 

up a job. On the way over there I had a flat. I wore a hole in the tire; I did 

not have a blow-out. Over the last month I have had the feeling I should 

check the tires and didn’t do it. Guess what, that was the Holy Spirit trying 

to save me a tire change in dress clothes. There have been a lot of times I 

have felt a check in my spirit; sometimes it was something, and sometimes 

it was nothing. I am convinced that the Holy Spirit tries to warn us when 

there is trouble ahead. If we pay attention to the Holy Spirit, we will not 

have so many bad and inconvenient things happen to us. 

 Note from when I am editing: The sad thing is that this happened again 

later in the book, about three years later. Just knowing the Bible does not 

automatically make us sensitive to the Holy Spirit. 

   My share group leader has more of a pastor’s heart than almost any 

pastor I have run across in my life. What if he were elected the next Pope, 

what would he do? I will tell you. He would fall on his face and beg for 

wisdom. God would tell him the same thing He told Joshua (Joshua 1). 

The small share group leader should treat the share group the same as if 

the group had 10,000 people in it. The reason I was not the person to lead 

the music ministry in our church was because I don’t have a pastor’s heart. 
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Both people who have led the music in my church can be personal with 

people; I have a hard time doing that. I would walk, in say “hi”, and start 

working, quickly moving from one song to the next. I’d say “good-by” 

and leave. I was nice and friendly, but not personal. 

Life Lesson - To have someone lead anything without God’s wisdom is a 

formula for failure. 

    

8:17. I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find 

me.  

 

8:18. Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable riches and 

righteousness.  

 

8:19. My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue 

than choice silver. 

 

8:20. I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of 

judgment:  

 

8:21. That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I 

will fill their treasures.  

   This is God’s “get rich slow” plan. We can talk about spiritual wealth 

and spiritual healing and that’s all nice, but God talks about money in your 

pocket and not getting sick. If all we got from our covenant with God was 

salvation, not going to hell but heaven, that would be enough; but God has 

a lot more for the people who learn the agreement and put it in practice. 

The reason we do not operate in this is because we just don’t believe it. 

Our world experience and our “religious” education say that this cannot be 

true; we must work for God’s approval and love. However, the more we 

try, the more we fail; and the more spiritual we get the more we see how 

far we need to go. 

   At my church we are doing a question of the week. Last week it was, “If 

we knew Jesus would return in one week what would we do differently?” I 

was thinking about this on the way home from church and felt I would 

either spend 100% of my time warning people about the times to come or I 

would do nothing different than I am doing now. If we are doing what 

God wants us to do, we should be ready if he comes today or in a hundred 
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years, it makes no difference. I heard a preacher on the radio say that he 

told his congregation that he was too old to change anymore and what they 

saw was what they were going to get. He was not going to concern himself 

with spiritual growth. He said his life got a new joy and he actually grew 

some. The Bible says who we are - a child of the King. 

   David was successful because he understood his covenant. It also made 

him a wild man when it came to praise.  

Life Lesson – Wisdom + the Word = Success.   (Man that sounds bad.)  

 

8:22. “The LORD possessed me at the beginning of His way, Before 

His works of old.  

 

8:23. I have been established from everlasting, From the beginning, 

before there was ever an earth.  

 

8:24. When there were no depths I was brought forth, When there 

were no fountains abounding with water.  

 

8:25. Before the mountains were settled, Before the hills, I was 

brought forth;  

 

8:26. While as yet He had not made the earth or the fields, Or the 

primal dust of the world. 

 

8:27. When He prepared the heavens, I was there, When He drew a 

circle on the face of the deep,  

 

8:28. When He established the clouds above, When He strengthened 

the fountains of the deep,   

 

8:29. When He assigned to the sea its limit, So that the waters would 

not transgress His command, When He marked out the foundations of 

the earth,  

 

8:30. Then I was beside Him as a master craftsman;And I was daily 

His delight, Rejoicing always before Him,  
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8:31. Rejoicing in His inhabited world, And my delight was with the 

sons of men. NKJV 

   God used his wisdom to create the earth. 

 

8:32. “Now therefore, listen to me, my children, For blessed are those 

who keep my ways.  

 

8:33. Hear instruction and be wise, And do not disdain it. 

 

8:34. Blessed is the man who listens to me, Watching daily at my 

gates, Waiting at the posts of my doors.  

 

8:35. For whoever finds me finds life, And obtains favor from the 

LORD;  

 

8:36. But he who sins against me wrongs his own soul; All those who 

hate me love death.” NKJV 

   Every Sunday we get blessed. What does that mean? Verses 32 and 34 

say we must do some things to receive blessing: keep God’s ways, listen, 

watch, wait. Under the Old Covenant it is up to us; we can walk in God’s 

blessing or not. These blessings are more physical.  

   Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 

places in Christ: 

   I do not know how much more we can be blessed than “with all 

spiritual blessings” and it is past tense. It may be time to start looking at 

the words we say and seeing if they line up with the reality of the Bible. It 

is up to us to receive and stand on the promises God has for us. God has 

done all He is going to do and it is up to us. We have been blessed, now 

we must walk in that blessing. The blessings of Abraham might come 

on the Gentiles… (Galatians 3:14) If we can find a promise in the Old or 

New Testament, it belongs to us. Here’s an example of how it works.  

   Through poor habits, plain old disobedience and no sensitivity to the 

Holy Spirit, we went through some hard financial times. God met our 

needs during this time, but times were lean. God even told me they were 

going to be lean. Finally I got tired of not having any money and told God 

if He had any more to teach me I probably wasn’t going to learn it 
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anyway, so it was time to start blessing me. He did. My income doubled 

within four months. For a lot of reasons, I cannot imagine a better work 

situation than I have now. God has done exactly what I have asked of 

Him. 

   The point I want to make is the verses I stood on. I first went to God on 

the basis of the promises to the tither/giver. That gave me the promise to 

stand on.  

   Later, I believe, God reminded me of the time He promised Israel that 

He would restore what the locust had eaten. I found that passage and read 

it to make sure I fit the criteria.  

Joel 2:25 And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, 

the cankerworm, and the caterpiller, and the palmerworm, my great 

army which I sent among you.  

   God will repay Israel for the years the locust have eaten (that happened 

because of disobedience). I reminded God of what He said and am now in 

a great situation. God has fulfilled His word. Frankly, I was a little scared 

when I first brought Joel to God’s attention. But as I reread Joel it seemed 

plain to me. My life was not more “holy” than it had been, I changed a 

little of my behavior and I stood on the Word. God will do things because 

of His mercy. I never go to God on the basis of works; I do not want 

God’s justice. 

   Think about the words we say and songs we sing that do not line up with 

the Word. Kumbaya has been sung a lot. It means (so I am told) “Come by 

here.” Well, that seems nice asking God to come by here; however if a 

Christian is in the group, God is already there. It would be OK for a non-

Christian to sing this, but not a person that has the Holy Spirit on the 

inside of them. Here is one I have been caught doing: praying for God to 

be with us on a trip our family was taking. Sounds good, but Jesus said He 

would never leave us or forsake us. What we should do is thank Jesus for 

saying that He will never leave us or forsake us and tell Him we are taking 

Him at His word and how grateful we are. I hope I haven’t ruined some 

songs for you. I have ruined some of my favorite ones for me. 

Life Lesson - It is up to us to receive what God has promised. 
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Chapter 9 
9:1. Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven 

pillars: 

 

9:2. She hath killed her beasts; she hath mingled her wine; she hath 

also furnished her table. 

 

9:3. She hath sent forth her maidens: she crieth upon the highest 

places of the city, 

 

9:4. Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: as for him that wanteth 

understanding, she saith to him, 

 

9:5. Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine which I have 

mingled. 

   Wisdom is ready and waiting. 

 

9:6. Forsake the foolish, and live; and go in the way of understanding. 

   I am going to say the same thing over and over: God is not hiding 

anything from us. He wants to give us wisdom. He wants us to have all the 

information we need to make good decisions and walk in victory. The 

kingdom of God is righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit 

(Romans 14:17). 

   1 Corinthians 2:8
 
Which none of the princes of this world knew: for 

had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  9 

But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 

entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for 

them that love him. 10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his 

Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.  

   This says that God hid all things, but now they have been revealed to us 

through the Holy Spirit. Satan would not have killed Jesus if he had 

known that he was going to lose everything. 

Life Lesson – Wisdom is waiting for us to come to the table and eat. Go 

get all you want or need. 

 

9:7. “He who corrects a scoffer gets shame for himself, And he who 

rebukes a wicked man only harms himself.  
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9:8. Do not correct a scoffer, lest he hate you; Rebuke a wise man, and 

he will love you.  

 

9:9. Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; Teach a 

just man, and he will increase in learning. NKJV 

    One time my son’s soccer coach remarked how teachable he was. This 

is a great virtue. We need to learn from each other and from the Holy 

Spirit. One preacher said, “God speaks in a still quiet voice and if you 

don’t hear that, he sends your wife.”  

Ephesians 5:21 Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of 

God. A lot of voices come at us during the day - buy this, buy that, do this 

and do that. We must learn to hear God in the words we receive.  

   Sometimes I am amazed at how stubborn and prideful I am. When 

anyone tries to tell me anything, pride comes up on the inside. A person I 

was close to told me I had a wrong attitude about something I had said (I 

don’t remember what) and how riled I got on the inside. The bad thing 

was, I know I taught him what he was telling me. I still needed to hear 

what he had to say because I had let that truth get away from me. My 

children are getting good at telling me when I am wrong.  

   Being teachable and being sensitive to the Holy Spirit are the things a 

person should look for in a spouse. These are the things we should 

cultivate in our lives as well. God can do all kinds of things with us when 

we learn to hear His voice and respond. 

  It is sad that God tells us not to waste our time with some people; it will 

only make them mad. 

 

9:10. The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the 

knowledge of the holy is understanding.  

 

9:11. For by me thy days shall be multiplied, and the years of thy life 

shall be increased. 

 

9:12. If thou be wise, thou shalt be wise for thyself: but if thou 

scornest, thou alone shalt bear it.  

   Through wisdom is long life. If you want to be rewarded, get wisdom. 
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   Fear means: fear, terror, fearing, awesome or terrifying thing, fear of 

God,  respect, reverence, piety   

   Seeing things the way God sees them is the way we should look at the 

world. WWJD (“What would Jesus do?” if some old guy is reading this) is 

a good place for a child to start, but what we need is to hear “What does 

Jesus want me to do?” This may sound egotistical and almost 

blasphemous, but if we have grown in faith, see the world as God sees it, 

have our mind renewed by the Word, and are full of the Holy Spirit, we 

can say “What do I want to do?” Psalm 37:4 Delight thyself also in the 

LORD: and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart. I am not 

totally sure I understand this, but God does not want robots. He wants to 

hear our opinions. He wants us to express our wants and desires. Here is 

where things come together; He wants our desires and His desires to be 

the same.  

   By this I am not talking about that new color TV I want. However, God 

does want us to have nice things. He wants us living in a nice house, 

driving a nice car, and wearing nice clothes. I heard it put this way, “He 

wants us to have everything we can use.”  He wants us to be blessed and 

be a blessing to others and also be an example of His love. As we view the 

world like God does, we don’t seem to care much about the things we 

have. The desire for “things” comes from not being filled with the Word 

and the Holy Spirit; when our Word level gets low or our power level gets 

low, we start trying to fill the void with things, work/activity, or religion. I 

can tell by my desires when I am spiritually low, I want “things”.  

   God wants us filled with Him so we can love the world like He does. We 

begin caring about the lost and hurting people around us and begin praying 

for them. This enables God to move in to help the people that need help.  

   I felt led to drive to work a different way than I usually go. I felt God 

had someone who needed prayer. I saw a lady with a child at a bus stop 

near downtown. God said, “That’s the person.” I responded by saying, “I 

am not going to stop and talk to some lady at 5:00 AM, but I will pray for 

her.” Seeing how God wanted me to stop, I am diligent in praying for that 

woman when that morning comes to mind. I was not full of the Spirit 

enough to overcome my worries about what people would think. The best 

I could do was pray, which God accepted. This helped Him to get people 

moving in her behalf.  
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   Try this: as you drive down the street, pray for the people you see and 

the businesses you pass by. Another thing I heard a pastor say was that he 

took his church directory and used it as a prayer list. You will be surprised 

by the unusual prayers you pray. Trust the Holy Spirit inside you to give 

you the words to say and just say them. Another source of things to pray 

for, especially if using a church directory, is found in Paul’s letters. He 

prays certain things for the different churches. These can be things you 

can pray for Christians.  

   One of my children got married as I was emailing these teachings to my 

children. Being in the writing mode, I wrote a prayer for them based on 

how Jesus and Paul prayed. 

   I would suggest reading the passage in John often and agree with Jesus 

and accept it for yourselves. It would be great for a couple to get together 

on it and use it as a nightly prayer for a little while into their marriage.  

Do you think Jesus got what he prayed for? These are some promises 

Jesus prayed over us. I am not exactly sure what all these mean but I am 

going to “amen” (agree with) Jesus’ prayer anyway.   

Jesus, you have given us your word and we accept it. Protect us by the 

power of your name so we may be one as you and the Father are one. You 

have given us your word so that we may have the full measure of your joy 

within us. We are not of this world, but of the kingdom, the kingdom not of 

meat and drink but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

Protect us from the evil one. Sanctify us by the truth; your word is truth. 

You have sent us into the world; sanctify us as you are sanctified. Jesus, 

just as you are in the Father and the Father is in you, keep us in you so 

that the world may see and believe the Good News. Jesus, you have given 

us the glory that God gave you so that we all may be one. Bring us to 

complete unity. Jesus, we want to be with you and see the glory the Father 

has given you. Jesus, you have shown the Father to us and will continue to 

make him known so that the love the Father has for you will be in us and 

you will be in us. John 17:6-26 

   These are some of the things I pray over people as led by the Holy 

Spirit. Use your church directory to intercede for people in your church. I 

also use these driving down the street and praying for businesses I pass by. 

It is funny to hear some of the things you pray over the businesses as you 

make yourself available to the Holy Spirit. There have been books written 
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about the Pauline prayers and it might be good to either study the passages 

or get a book. 

   We can all pray this for anyone. 

Father, we thank you for our friends, church family, and our biological 

family. Give us a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of you. 

Enlighten us that we may know what is the hope of our calling, the riches 

of the glory of your inheritance and what is the exceeding greatness of 

your power sent to us who believe, that power that raised Jesus from the 

dead and made him sit at your right hand in Heaven. Ephesians 1 

May our love abound more and more in knowledge and all depth of 

insight so that we may be able to discern what is best and may be pure, 

blameless and filled with the fruit of righteousness until the day of Christ. 

Philippians 1:9-11 

Give us knowledge of your will, with all spiritual wisdom and 

understanding so that we may live worthy of the Lord and may please him 

in every way by bearing fruit in every good work. Strengthen us with all 

power according to your might, so that we may have endurance, patience, 

and joyfully give thanks to you. Colossians 1:9-14 

We pray this so that your name may be glorified in us, according to your 

grace. 2 Thessalonians 1: 12 

We are confident that he who began a good work in us will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:6 

 

9:13. A foolish woman is clamorous: she is simple, and knoweth 

nothing.  

 

9:14. For she sitteth at the door of her house, on a seat in the high 

places of the city,  

 

9:15. To call passengers who go right on their ways:  

 

9:16. Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: and as for him that 

wanteth understanding, she saith to him,  

 

9:17. Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant.  
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9:18. But he knoweth not that the dead are there; and that her guests 

are in the depths of hell. 

   It is easy to go the way of the world. It takes discipline to go God’s way. 

Matthew 7:13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and 

broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go 

in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which 

leads to life, and there are few who find it. NKJV 

   We are brought into God’s Kingdom by grace, not having to do anything 

but believing what God has said. Once in the Kingdom, the work must 

start. We can be a Christian and still do more of what Satan tells us to do 

than what God tells us to do. You can be educated and intelligent and still 

be simple and easily deceived. In fact, it is easier to deceive an educated 

man because he trusts in his education. Even though Satan is a defeated 

foe, he still is smarter than us and we must never rely on our own intellect 

or strength but on God’s word and the power of the Holy Spirit to live a 

victorious life. 

 

Chapter 10 
10:1. The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son maketh a glad father: but 

a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother. 

    We can be a blessing to others. We have, through the power of the Holy 

Spirit and correct conduct, the ability to bring good words to others or evil 

words. Mostly it is our decision; we can do what we want to do. We can 

bring joy or grief to our parents. Another thing we can do is use our faith 

and call our children what we want them to be.  

   Instead of saying, “You are a bad boy,” we can say, “You have done a 

bad thing.” Our speech is important in how our children turn out. We 

should call our children “wise”. 

 

10:2. Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: but righteousness 

delivereth from death. 

   I once heard an explanation as to why wicked people have a lot of 

money. He said Satan uses those people as a reservoir to keep money out 

of the Kingdom of God. This money does not help them and can hurt 

them. 

    I cannot explain why Christians die in disasters and are not delivered 

from them, but I know it is somehow their fault and not God’s fault.  
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Psalm 91:2 I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress: my 

God; in him will I trust. 

   Possibly they never said, “God is my refuge….” Maybe they said, “If it 

wasn’t for hard luck, I wouldn’t have no luck at all. Ha ha.”  Remember 

Mark 11:23, you can have what you say. There is divine protection 

available for those who want it, but like everything in the Kingdom, it 

must be accepted and received by faith. Our speech will reflect our faith 

and will influence our faith. 

Matthew 6:31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? 

or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?   Satan 

can put thoughts into our head, but we don’t have to receive them into our 

spirit. It is when we say them that they become a problem to us. 

 

10:3. The LORD will not allow the righteous soul to famish,  

But He casts away the desire of the wicked. NKJV 

Psalm 37:25 I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen 

the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. 

   We do not have to beg for food; we have a right as a child of the King to 

have all the food we need. What father would make their child go begging. 

I know I have said this before but if you don’t have any money you cannot 

give money to the poor. If you have a lot of money, you have a lot of 

money to give to the poor. 

   It might be a good time to mention Jabez: 

1 Chronicles 4:9 And Jabez was more honourable than his brethren: 

and his mother called his name Jabez, saying, Because I bare him 

with sorrow. 10 And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, Oh that 

thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that thine 

hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, 

that it may not grieve me! And God granted him that which he 

requested. 

   Jabez came from a family that was so bad the Bible does not list their 

genealogy. He prayed for God to bless him and enlarge his influence and 

God did it. “The Prayer of Jabez” is a great book to read. We can pray that 

God would enable us to help more people. Jabez asked for God to bless 

him and He did. 
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10:4. He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but the hand 

of the diligent maketh rich. 

 

10:5. He that gathereth in summer is a wise son: but he that sleepeth 

in harvest is a son that causeth shame. 

   This seems so simple that spending any time here is a waste. But some 

people do not understand that employers want people who work hard and 

not goof off. There are people who do not understand that what you do 

today affects what happens tomorrow. I know this seems elementary but 

some people cannot see cause and effect. Both of these verses deal with 

people who cannot see past what is happening right now. As I had said 

before, God wants us to work hard so we will have plenty to give to others 

with fewer talents. Luke 12:48 …..For everyone to whom much is 

given, from him much will be required; and to whom much has been 

committed, of him they will ask the more. NKJV Be the person who 

always does more than expected, and over the long haul, God will make 

sure you get what is due you. You work for God, not your employer. You 

do your job and God will promote you. Ecclesiastes 9:10 Whatsoever 

thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might;…. 

 

10:6. Blessings crown the head of the righteous, but violence 

overwhelms the mouth of the wicked. 

 

10:7. The memory of the just is blessed: but the name of the wicked 

shall rot.  

   Judas was named after Judah, one of Jacob’s sons. The name means 

praise and was a common and respected name. God chose Judah’s line to 

be the kingly line including Jesus. Now, no one would name their dog 

Judas.  

   As I get older, I want to know that I have made a difference in 

someone’s life. I want people’s memory of me to be a blessing. I want to 

have a positive impact on as many people as possible. One of the greatest 

feelings a person can have is to know they have done something to help 

other people. I have been associated with Happy Hill Farm Academy since 

it started. I have been involved in printing for them and view them as a 

customer. (Yes, I do make some money off them.) I also have given them 

the best value I can. I work hard to keep their costs down while delivering 
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service and quality. I am also a donor and have promoted Happy Hill in 

many ways. Seeing what my money and effort does there encourages and 

blesses me. It is hard to go there and not just leave my checkbook on the 

way out. The founder was on “Dr. Phil” a few months ago, and Dr. Phil 

calls Happy Hill, “the best residential children’s home in the US.” There is 

no greater blessing than to see the difference the Farm has had in 

children’s lives. 

   I have tried, though not always successfully, to be a blessing to my 

customers, employees and suppliers.  

 

10:8. The wise in heart will receive commandments: but a prating fool 

shall fall. 

 

10:9. He who walks with integrity walks securely,  

But he who perverts his ways will become known. NKJV 

  My daughter is under my covering until she marries, then she is under 

her husband’s covering. Up until she gets married, my daughter should 

look to my wife and me and expect to hear from God through us, the same 

with my single sons. My married son should look to my wife and me and 

also his wife’s parents for advice. There is no authority line down from me 

to my married son. Advice and authority are two different things. My 

married son should look to his pastor for covering. 

    Understanding and trusting, this is faith. Matthew 8:5-13 is where we 

learn about the centurion who is the person that Jesus said had more faith 

than anyone He had met. The centurion understood that there are people 

over him and under him and that words have authority. He was secure in 

his position. A person should always have someone over him/her.  

   I like putting these two verses together; if I accept commands, I will 

walk securely. If a person runs at the mouth and does not do as he should, 

he will be found out and his deeds exposed. 

 

10:10. He who winks with the eye causes trouble, But a prating fool 

will fall. NKJV 

 

10:11. The mouth of a righteous man is a well of life: but violence 

covereth the mouth of the wicked.  
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   Jesus says we will be judged by every idle word that comes out of our 

mouth. Wicked, foolish words will cause violence and ruin. 

   What is inside us comes out in our words. A righteous person brings life 

to all who hear his words. We can bless or curse with our words. They 

have spiritual power. All the early church had was the Old Testament, the 

power of the Holy Spirit and the name of Jesus. We have the advantage of 

having those three things and the New Testament. Where they did not 

have many copies of the Old Testament, we have a Bible or two in every 

room. As we spend time in the Word, our words change. 

Mark 11: 23 For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto 

this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and 

shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which 

he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.  24 

Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, 

believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.  

25 And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: 

that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your 

trespasses. 26 But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which 

is in heaven forgive your trespasses.  

   One reason we lack spiritual power is our unforgiveness toward others. 

It is not the big things but that guy who pulls in front of us on the freeway. 

If we had more spiritual power, would we blow out his tires when he 

pulled in front of us? Jesus spoke to the fig tree and it died. What would 

happen to the person who pulls in front of us if we curse him? As I have 

gotten older I have learned to pray for old people driving. As I get closer 

to old age myself I want to sow into other people’s lives the prayers that I 

want prayed for me when I get old. (You reap what you sow.)  

   The words we speak bring either life or death. Jesus said, “Out of the 

abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.” 

Luke 6:35 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth 

forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his 

heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the 

heart his mouth speaketh. 

   What’s inside us comes out in our words and those words can bring evil 

or good to us. 

 

10:12. Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins. 
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   The word for love here is the word “ahabah – the love of one human for 

another human or God’s love to us or sexual desire” The love we should 

have for one another should make us not talk ugly about one another. 

When we see a person in sin, we cover that sin with our love. We 

intercede for that person, not go tell everybody about the wrong thing that 

person did. We should have a deep desire to restore the other person. It 

could also mean if I walk the love walk, the very acts of love I show 

others will cover my sins. It could mean both things. 

   The blood of Jesus covers our sins in the greatest act of love there is. 

 

10:13. Wisdom is found on the lips of him who has understanding,  

 But a rod is for the back of him who is devoid of understanding. 

NKJV 

   Sin is fun for a little while but there is a price to pay.  

   I started this Bible study saying I was looking for things that could help 

us and make our life better. If I make wrong decisions I will end up getting 

beat up, either figuratively or in reality.  

   If I have wisdom coming from my lips not only will I make other 

people’s lives better, but also my own. I may repeat this over and over, 

God told Joshua (chapter 1), “Don’t let the Word depart from your mouth 

and you will be successful.” If we look at Jesus on the cross, even though 

God had to abandon him, the Word kept coming from his mouth. Psalm 

22:1 My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?  Just like Jesus, we 

need to saturate ourselves with the Word so that when we are pushed we 

will respond with the Word. Instead of saying, “Well, what did old so and 

so say?” or “What did the news say?” We will ask, “What did Jesus say?” 

or “What does the Word say?” 

   We all want to do nice things for people and one of the best things we 

can do for a person is to say nice, encouraging things to them, words that 

build up and not tear down. There will be some more Proverbs about that. 

 

10:14. Wise men lay up knowledge: but the mouth of the foolish is 

near destruction. 

      Memorizing thirteen years of “The Simpson’s” dialog is not what God 

is talking about here. Bible knowledge is the best thing to store up, but all 

learning can be good for us. It is said that if a person spends 10 minutes a 

day reading things about their profession, in ten years they will be an 
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expert. Over the last thirty years I very seldom tried to “study” the Bible. I 

would just read and listen to people preach, just putting myself in a 

position to hear the Word. After about ten or fifteen years I found myself 

having answers to questions that might be raised. It really slipped up on 

me. When a question comes up, there are two places the answer can come 

from: 1) our spirit by the Holy Spirit bringing to mind what the Bible says 

or maybe a direct revelation of the Holy Spirit to us, or 2) out of our 

intellect by renewing our mind (this probably is not as good but the 

answer can be correct). We must be careful when answering out of our 

intellect. The more Bible truth I know the easier it is for me to find 

answers to life’s questions. 

   Fools say things that get them into trouble. What is on the inside of them 

comes out. And remember James 3:6 And the tongue is a fire, a world 

of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the 

whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on 

fire of hell.   

 

10:15. The rich man's wealth is his strong city: the destruction of the 

poor is their poverty. 

   The commentaries say this means the rich should not trust in their riches 

and being poor is not ruin. Well that is true, but that is not what the verse 

says. Let’s say God meant that wealth will protect you and poverty causes 

ruin. 

Now let’s contrast it other places in the Bible. 

Under the blood of Jesus, I have been made righteous.  

2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew 

no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 

Psalm 91:2 I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: 

my God; in him will I trust. 

Psalm 37:25 I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen 

the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. 

   So whether rich or poor, God is my protection and my provider who will 

keep me from ruin.  

   I do not know why God bothered to say what he said. But, I know this 

has meaning to someone because God does not say idle words. 
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10:16. The labour of the righteous tendeth to life: the fruit of the 

wicked to sin. 

    Righteous acts or meditation in the Word produce life in an individual. 

So if a person who does righteous acts gets money, that person will use the 

money to do more righteous acts. The money actually brings them life.   

   If a wicked person gets money, the wicked person uses the money to 

support his sin. This causes a person to receive punishment. 

 

10:17. He who keeps instruction is in the way of life,  

But he who refuses correction goes astray. NKJV 

     One of the amazing things about parenthood is that our good and bad 

characteristics show up in our children.  Our lives affect the people we 

love. If we listen and do what God tells us to do, we are under His 

authority. People under us will be blessed by our correct leadership.  

 

10:18. He that hideth hatred with lying lips, and he that uttereth a 

slander, is a fool. 

   I’m sorry, but we do not have the right to bad-mouth people. It stops 

spiritual power in our lives. 

 

10:19. In the multitude of words sin is not lacking,  

But he who restrains his lips is wise. NKJV 

   Running at the mouth is a big problem for me. The more we talk, the 

more we have a chance to sin. One of the great things we can learn to do is 

to keep our mouth shut. I talk too much, but I don’t talk as much as I 

would like to, so maybe I am getting better. 

   At age 30, I was at the Advanced Management Seminar at the UT 

Graduate School of Business. This was a five week intensive seminar on 

various business topics. Companies from all over the United States and 

Mexico sent people to this for additional education. We were put in a 

group to work out a case problem dealing with intercompany pricing 

between divisions. Since just about everyone in my group were 

egomaniacs, I decided just to keep my mouth shut and let the other four 

people argue the problem out. Each of five persons represented a different 

division. I was the end user and I was able to buy outside the company 

cheaper than within the company. I sat 45 minutes without saying a word, 

and then someone said to me, “Hey, you should pay more to keep it in the 



99 
 

company.” I said, “I can buy it outside cheaper, and that is all I care 

about.” 

   Everyone looked at me and I said nothing more. After about 10 seconds 

of everyone staring at me and me not saying anything else, they looked at 

one another and started arguing again. Each person in the group had to 

compromise and lower their price, but I was able to keep the price I 

wanted to pay and gave nothing up. 

 

10:20. The tongue of the righteous is choice silver;  

The heart of the wicked is worth little. NKJV 

    You can say things that are as valuable as silver to others. What a sad 

thing to be considered of little value. 

 

10:21. The lips of the righteous feed many: but fools die for want of 

wisdom. 

   When I am saturated with the Word and have spent time in prayer, I find 

myself saying things that build people up. When my Word and prayer 

levels are low, I find I do not say things that are helpful. Again it is sad to 

see people destroy themselves when the Word of God is all around them 

on radio and TV and it takes so little effort to get in the Word. 

 

10:22. The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, and he addeth no 

sorrow with it. 

   Again this is a process or God’s get rich slow plan. God always gives 

more than you need. Psalm 23:5 Thou preparest a table before me in 

the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my 

cup runneth over.  We are not going to have enemies in Heaven so this 

must be here on Earth. In Philippians 4:14-19, God says He is going to 

meet our needs, not according to resources on Earth, but His resources in 

Heaven. His street is made with gold so refined it is transparent. The 

gravel off God’s street would make us all millionaires. God wants every 

person on Earth to be wealthy. A city in Mexico started praying and got 

the town fired up about the things of God. One of the things that happened 

was the ground started producing abundant crops. 

   One person who was a missionary to a South American country went on 

and on about how charitable the people were. He said they lived in 

poverty. I do not believe him because if the people were givers as he said, 
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they would not be living in poverty. Poverty is not a blessing but a curse. 

Poor people cannot put as much money into the Gospel as rich people can. 

When God gets involved in a person’s life it is going to add to that 

person’s material possessions. 

   One of my favorite Bible stories is when David is bringing the Ark of 

the Covenant to Jerusalem. (2 Samuel 6 – The whole 6
th

 Chapter is a good 

one to read.) Uzzah stuck out his hand to steady the Ark and God struck 

him dead because it was unlawful for any non-Levite to touch the Ark. 

David got scared and left the Ark at Obed-Edom’s house. God started 

blessing everything Obed-Edom had. Abraham and Jacob got blessed; you 

can’t curse what God has blessed.  

   We should not be afraid of discussing money with people. We should 

treat it as matter of fact. We should tell people how much God has blessed 

us. It may sound prideful and greedy but we should do it anyway. We 

must dispel all attitudes about God wanting us poor. If we are talking to 

someone and money comes up, we should treat it like the Holy Spirit is 

directing the conversation and using this way for us to tell people about 

God’s abundance. I picked up a hitchhiker once and was telling him about 

Jesus when he said he was a Christian. So I told him about tithing. God 

does not want his children hitchhiking.  

 

10:23. It is as sport to a fool to do mischief: but a man of 

understanding hath wisdom. 

   Our flesh can be trained. We can train it to respond based on the Word 

or respond to the world around us. We can train our flesh to praise God 

and we will want to do it more and more. We can get to the point where 

we hate the evil we see in ourselves without feeling guilty. 

 

10:24. The fear of the wicked, it shall come upon him: but the desire 

of the righteous shall be granted. 

    The wicked live in fear and even though sin has pleasure for a season, 

in the end it will destroy a person. When we have the mind of God and see 

things the way God sees them, we will receive whatever we desire because 

our desires will be shaped by God’s will. 

 

10:25. As the whirlwind passeth, so is the wicked no more: but the 

righteous is an everlasting foundation. 
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   Storms come and the best way to meet them is by building on the Rock. 

Matthew 7:24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, 

and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his 

house upon a rock:  

 25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, 

and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a 

rock.  

 26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them 

not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon 

the sand:  

 27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, 

and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.  

 

10:26. As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke to the eyes, so is the 

sluggard to them that send him. 

   As an employer, there is nothing worse than a lazy employee. They are 

an irritant. They might not be bad enough to fire and you probably don’t 

pay them a lot anyway; but they bring down the morale of a company. 

 

10:27. The fear of the LORD prolongeth days: but the years of the 

wicked shall be shortened.  

 

10:28. The hope of the righteous shall be gladness: but the expectation 

of the wicked shall perish. 

   When there is no guilt or dread of the future, we greet each day with joy. 

When in Christ, there is no condemnation, nothing can separate us from 

the love of God, we are more than conquerors, and we live in a kingdom 

of righteousness, peace and joy, life is pretty sweet. One song says, “If it 

keeps on getting better and better oh Lord, I don’t know what I’m going to 

do.” Another great song says, “I just feel like something good is about to 

happen, I just feel like something good is coming my way.” We can face 

each day with, “Who can I bless today?” or “How is God going to show 

me His love for me today?” or “What great thing is going to happen to me 

today?” Optimism permeates our thinking. 

   As my children were growing up, I kept the words Psalm 112:2 …the 

generation of the upright shall be blessed in my mouth. I am upright 
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because Jesus made me upright and I stand on this verse based on what 

Jesus did, not what I have done. 

I think it is a good time to go through Psalm 112.  

Psalm 112 

1 Praise ye the LORD. Blessed is the man that feareth the LORD, that 

delighteth greatly in his commandments. First we are to praise (halal-

rave, boast, act clamorously foolish) God. The way this Psalm works is by 

fearing the Lord and delighting in the commandments. It is important to 

do things because the Word says to do them not just because of what 

someone taught. Commands that have their origins in the Word will be a 

joy when we find out about them because we know God has our best 

interest at heart. God’s commands usually have promises attached to them. 

We have one law and that is to love. When we make a decision to do 

something out of love, it is a joy. When we do something because of a 

man-made rule, it is usually not delightful.  

2 His seed shall be mighty upon earth: the generation of the upright 

shall be blessed. I expect my children to be blessed. I am surprised when 

they are not at the top of whatever they are doing. I expect my children to 

find answers to problems that come up in their different fields of 

endeavor, make a lot of money and be listed as the great ones in their 

field. The upright are people who do the right thing. Our righteousness and 

salvation comes from Jesus and He gives us the power to do the right 

thing. I am looking forward with great expectation to see the great things 

my children accomplish in their lives.  

3 Wealth and riches shall be in his house: and his righteousness 

endureth for ever. I have said a lot about this in the past. I look forward  

to see the vast amounts of money that God will give my children to help 

others and promote the Gospel. Again I say, get out of the habit of 

thinking God is referring to spiritual wealth and riches. God wants to bless 

us to establish His covenant.  

4 Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness: he is gracious, 

and full of compassion, and righteous. During the problems we face in 

life, a light will shine. If we do Isaiah 58, the darkest time in our life will 

be like noonday. We should be jumping up and down and screaming at 

this point. It is too good to be true. One great thing about Abraham is he 

did not stagger at the promises of God. Romans 4:20 He staggered not at 

the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving 
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glory to God; We accept what God has promised us so that non-

Christians will see how blessed we are and want to get into this “God 

thing.” 

5 A good man sheweth favour, and lendeth: he will guide his affairs 

with discretion.  

6 Surely he shall not be moved for ever: the righteous shall be in 

everlasting remembrance. This sounds good, nothing can knock me 

down. I will be remembered and not die in obscurity. Dorcas was like this 

(Act 9:36-41). She was loved for the acts of charity she did for the church. 

7 He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting in 

the LORD. I’m going to put on my dancin’ shoes; I am not going to fear 

anything anymore. 

8 His heart is established, he shall not be afraid, until he see his desire 

upon his enemies. If anyone comes against me, they’ve lost before they 

get started. 

9 He hath dispersed, he hath given to the poor; his righteousness 

endureth for ever; his horn shall be exalted with honour. By humbling 

ourselves and saying about ourselves what God says about us, no matter 

how unreligious it sounds, God will honor us. We don’t honor ourselves, 

we let God do the exalting. 

10 The wicked shall see it, and be grieved; he shall gnash with his 

teeth, and melt away: the desire of the wicked shall perish. 

    I believe God is blessing my children because I expect him to bless us. 

This would be called faith and believing the Word. He wants to bless us 

not because of anything great we do, but because He wants to bless people 

who delight in His commands and can receive the blessings He has for us. 

 

10:29. The way of the LORD is strength to the upright: but 

destruction shall be to the workers of iniquity. 

    Love is a way to divine protection. The opposite of love is fear. When 

Jesus says to turn the other cheek, he does not want us to become a 

punching bag. He wants us to put up a wall of love that will prevent the 

people from touching us. Jesus would just walk away when people tried to 

kill him. When it was time for Jesus to die, He allowed himself to be 

crucified. If we take the attitude, “I’ll give it to you faster than you can 

steal it from me,” we can never be stolen from and we will get the 

blessings of the giver.  
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10:30. The righteous shall never be removed: but the wicked shall not 

inhabit the earth. 

   Our righteousness comes from faith in Jesus’ work on the cross, so there 

is no reason we should ever be uprooted.  

 

10:31. The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom,  

But the perverse tongue will be cut out. NKJV 

   How would we like to speak God’s wisdom into every situation we 

face? We have the mind of Christ, so we should never say, “I don’t know 

what to do.” The answer is from the Holy Spirit living inside of us. The 

Holy Spirit is on the inside of us and guess what – He knows everything. 

 

10:32. The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable,  

 But the mouth of the wicked what is perverse. NKJV 

   We need to be so saturated with the Word that when pressed, out comes 

the Word. I have said so many wrong, stupid things in my life that I would 

love to take back; this almost seems too good to be true. I cannot put into 

words how much I desire to have every word that I speak be just the exact 

word that person needs to hear, words that would uplift and heal.  

 

Chapter 11 
11:1. Dishonest scales are an abomination to the LORD, 

But a just weight is His delight. NKJV 

   I think God hates sins that are premeditative more than other types. He 

hates oppression of anyone, especially people who cannot defend 

themselves. We must treat people fairly. It is OK to make money, but we 

must be sensitive to the Holy Spirit when setting prices. 

   God told the Israelites not to gather all their grain but to leave some for 

the poor to gather. God does not want businessmen trying to get every 

penny out of a deal they can. God wants me to make sure the other person 

feels like he got a good deal.  God is our source of income, not the great 

deals we make. 

 

11:2. When pride comes, then comes shame; But with the humble is 

wisdom. NKJV 
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   When I have taken pride in anything, I usually lose it or end up doing 

the same thing that I have judged the other person on. 

   A few years ago, when my wife finally graduated from UT, the Ex-

Students Association sent her a membership sticker for her car. She put it 

on. She took it off after a few days because she saw how much pride that it 

was bringing out in her. I had a UT lacrosse sticker from my daughter on 

my car until it dried up and dropped off. I wanted a UT Band bumper 

sticker but they ran out and my son could not get another. I am not as 

sensitive as my wife.  

   I believe my pride has kept me from some of God’s blessings and my 

family has been affected by my pride. I may have held them back from 

accomplishing some things. God will not get involved in anything with us 

if we take the credit.  

 

11:3. The integrity of the upright shall guide them: but the 

perverseness of transgressors shall destroy them. NKJV 

   WWJD is not a bad way to guide my life. We might also ask, “What 

would love do?” or “What is the best thing for all the people involved?” 

The Bible says Jesus was moved by compassion. Love is not a feeling but 

something on the inside that makes us respond to others. 

   As we prepare ourselves by prayer (praying in tongues), meditation in 

the Word and Bible study, and an active praise time, fruits of the Spirit are 

developed inside us (we become more like Jesus). We do not have to try to 

witness; testimony will come out of us. We cannot hold it in. That is why 

Jesus said in Acts 1, “you will be witnesses after the Holy Spirit comes 

on you.” Love will be the motivating factor in our life. 

 

11:4. Riches profit not in the day of wrath: but righteousness 

delivereth from death. 

   Money doesn’t always help when something bad happens. You cannot 

depend on money, intelligence, education, friends, family or anything but 

the love of God.  

   Psalm 91:14 Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I 

deliver him: I will set him on high, because he hath known my name.  

15 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in 

trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him.  

16 With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation. 
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11:5. The righteousness of the perfect shall direct his way: but the 

wicked shall fall by his own wickedness.  

   John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 

follow me: Our righteousness comes from Jesus so we need to learn to 

hear Him. This helps us do the things that are in our best interest and 

keeps us from doing things that hurt us.  Deuteronomy 32:12 So the 

LORD alone did lead him, and there was no strange god with him. 

(32:9-14) This is a promise to us, but to deeply enter into the inheritance 

of Jacob, see Isaiah 58. See how our helping the poor helps us hear God's 

voice, plus a lot of other good things that are in our best interest.  

   I don't know how non-Christians can even function in the world. It is 

hard for a person to live with the Holy Spirit but surely harder without 

Him. Prison is the best example of this verse. A man breaks the law and 

freedom is taken away. Additionally alcohol, drugs, porn, food, tobacco 

and such also steal our freedom and steal our resources. 

 

11:6. The righteousness of the upright shall deliver them: but 

transgressors shall be taken in their own naughtiness.  

   John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 

Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring 

all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 

   When we can hear the Holy Spirit, we can get direction on how to get 

out of what we are in. If we "get wisdom" through the Word and fill both 

our spirit and our mind with the Word, verses will come to remembrance 

that will help us avoid or get out of trouble. We also expect God to help 

us, and if our spirit does not condemn us, we know He will. God will 

move in our behalf as we show our faith. We also can kick Satan out of 

our lives and he doesn’t have anything to beat us over the head with. 

 

11:7. When a wicked man dieth, his expectation shall perish: and the 

hope of unjust men perisheth.  

 

11:8. The righteous is delivered out of trouble, and the wicked cometh 

in his stead. 

   Not only can the Holy Spirit get us out of trouble, but He can keep us 

from getting into trouble in the first place.  
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11:9. An hypocrite with his mouth destroyeth his neighbor: but 

through knowledge shall the just be delivered.  

   I am going to repeat what I said before. This is the reason we don't have 

more spiritual power; if we had a lot of power we would destroy the other 

drivers on the freeway. Every time someone did something we didn't like 

we would "destroy our neighbor with our mouth." Jesus said we could 

speak to a mountain and it would be cast into the sea. Mark 11:23 For 

verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be 

thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his 

heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to 

pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. Think, how many drivers would 

have been cast into the sea if God had given us more power. Mark 11:25 

says we are to forgive anyone who has wronged us. This includes the 

person that pulled out in front of us. Our first response should be to pray 

for that person. 

   We should not say bad things about a person then call it “prayer 

concerns”. If a person needs prayer, we can just pray. We should not get 

other people involved unless it is something that is good and does not 

reflect poorly on another person.  

 

11:10. When it goeth well with the righteous, the city rejoiceth: and 

when the wicked perish, there is shouting.  

   It would be a sad thing to die and have everyone jump up and down with 

joy. 
 

11:11. By the blessing of the upright the city is exalted: but it is 

overthrown by the mouth of the wicked.  

   Righteous people make correct political decisions. A city does the 

correct things and is held in high regard. It also elects righteous people. 

 

11:12. He that is void of wisdom despiseth his neighbor: but a man of 

understanding holdeth his peace.  

   There is hardly ever any reason to criticize anyone unless it is spoken to 

that person without anyone else being present. Even then we need to be 

led by the Holy Spirit. When in doubt we should keep our mouth shut.  
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   This Christmas that thought kept coming to me. I told my family the 

wise men could have avoided the killing of the Hebrew baby boys by 

Herod if they had quietly and wisely asked about the new king. If the first 

person they asked did not know about it, then they should have not said 

another word about it and just asked for another sign. 

 

11:13. A talebearer revealeth secrets: but he that is of a faithful spirit 

concealeth the matter.  

   We do not need to repeat something about someone unless it is 

something good. Usually saying we have a "prayer concern" about 

someone and then proceed to say something negative about that person is 

gossip. We don't need anyone to pray with us to change the situation. The 

word conceal means just that - to hide or cover over. Love always expects 

the best from everyone and we do not need to talk about anyone's 

shortcomings. Remember Mark 11:20-25, we do not want to put a curse 

on anyone. 

 

11:14. Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of 

counsellors there is safety.  

   Here is a contrast to me saying, "Keep our mouths shut." If we are 

making plans, we should check them out with people we trust. Our goal is 

to listen to people who know more than us. We should ask our parents or 

other family members. Our family usually has our best interest at heart.  

 

11:15. He who is surety for a stranger will suffer,  

But one who hates being surety is secure. NKJV 

   If you co-sign a note, be willing to lose the money. It might be best to 

give or loan the money yourself. Relevant to this is: Luke 6:34 And if ye 

lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for 

sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much again.  35 But love ye 

your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and 

your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the 

Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. 
 

11:16. A gracious woman retaineth honour: and strong men retain 

riches.  
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11:17. The merciful man doeth good to his own soul: but he that is 

cruel troubleth his own flesh.   

   If we tell a bum on the street to go get a job when he asks for money, 

that is cruel; if we give him money, that shows mercy. It is in our best 

interest to give. If we do not want to give, at least just say no without 

being cruel-we will not be blessed but at least we don't bring trouble on 

ourselves. 

   My rule is that I will give them what they ask for. If they ask for spare 

change, that is what they get. One guy asked me to buy him a drink; I 

asked him how much he wanted and he said three dollars. I gave him the 

money and told him that God loved him and Jesus died for him. He looked 

like I had slapped him.  

Life Lesson – There are two Bible keys to financial blessings, one is hard 

work and the other is giving. You will be financially blessed in the 

proportion you do these two things. It does not depend on talent or 

intelligence but on the blessing of God. 

Life Lesson – Always remember, the Bible is simple enough for the 

dumbest, most mentally challenged person to understand it and make it 

work in their life. 

 

11:18. The wicked worketh a deceitful work: but to him that soweth 

righteousness shall be a sure reward. 

   The wicked man is self-deceived. He believes the money he earns is the 

reward of the “smart” person. He puts his trust in his money and his ability 

to earn more. He feels that more money will make him happy.  

What makes a person content is:                                                                                            

Keeping your Word level up                                                                                                  

Keeping prayed up                                                                                                                  

Keeping praised up                                                                                                                   

Keeping church attendance up 

   The righteous person does good things for people and gets back what he 

does plus a lot more. If we want people to love us, we should love others. 

We should spend ourselves in helping the poor; not just giving them our 

worn out clothes, but give them the good stuff also. If we want people to 

invite us to lunch, we need to invite someone and pick up the tab. If we 

bless the people we come in contact with and others will bless us (be a big 
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tipper). Just be nice to people. Let people go ahead of us in traffic, at 

stores, and in restaurants. 

   Since I am a child of the King and royalty myself, I deserve the best. 

(Understand this is because of what Jesus did, not because of anything I 

have done.)  I like to send my angel out ahead of me and get a good 

parking place. I also look for people to give that place to if I can. I sow 

parking places to get better ones in the future. 

   Again, if you think I’m bragging, remember I expect a return on every 

good act I do. The only thing I have done that is smart or commendable is 

I have taken time to build up my faith in the promise of sowing and 

reaping and I did that because it was in my best interest.  

 

11:19. As righteousness leads to life,  

So he who pursues evil pursues it to his own death. NKJV 

    This verse is so basic that we may yawn, but we always need to look at 

the very basic stuff to check and see if we are really conscious of the truth 

of the verse. Also, we need to review basics periodically. When I see 

myself holding on to stuff I reread the giving scriptures. When I feel guilty 

about something I go over the verses dealing with freedom from guilt. 

 

11:20. Those who are of a perverse heart are an abomination to the 

LORD,  

But the blameless in their ways are His delight. NKJV 

    It is nice to be a delight to the Lord. 

 

11:21. Though they join forces,
 
the wicked will not go unpunished;  

But the posterity of the righteous will be delivered. NKJV 

 Life Lesson - You will reap what you sow.  

 

11:22. As a jewel of gold in a swine's snout, so is a fair woman which 

is without discretion. 

   Discretion means: taste, judgment, decision, decree. 

   People judge us by what we say, what we wear, what we do, and how 

we act. I am always impressed with a woman in her twenties at our church 

who always wears modest clothing but always looks attractive. God wants 

females to attract men by their quiet, beautiful, peaceful manner and by 

the love of Jesus radiating from them. We have all seen people dressed 
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inappropriately at church. They are always a distraction. Right here we 

can start making laws about how a person should dress but we do not need 

laws, we need love. A woman walking in love will not dress in a way that 

can lead a man to lust. If a woman is properly dressed and a man lusts 

after her, the sin is all on him. If she is not properly dressed, she must take 

some responsibility for his sin. The same goes for men too. If you love 

people you will not be a hindrance to them.  

   1 Peter 3:3 Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of 

plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel;  

 4 But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not 

corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in 

the sight of God of great price. 

 

11:23. The desire of the righteous is only good: but the expectation of 

the wicked is wrath. 

   Again we reap what we sow.  Also, righteous people want good things 

for other people. This is on the inside of them. This is who they are. 

Wicked folks have no hope other than the lie Satan has told them and they 

expect the worst to happen since they live in fear. 

 

11:24. There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that 

withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty.  

   I like this idea of scattering. To me it seems to be more than just giving 

to your local church and another ministry or two. It seems more like 

looking for places to give and always being ready to give. When in doubt, 

give. It is an attitude of, "who can I bless today". We can give anything, 

not just money. My daughter said that when she worked at Denny's 

someone left a gospel tract with a little loose change (less than $.50) in it. 

If we pray in public, leave a large tip. Ask Jesus and sometimes he will tell 

you to leave a ridiculously large tip. One time he told me to leave a $20 tip 

at a drive-in hamburger place. I was so embarrassed for leaving a $20 tip 

for a $5 meal; I quickly drove away before anyone saw me.      

    A minister once went to a minister's alliance meeting, held at a 

restaurant, in which the churches were looking for a way to communicate 

so that each poor family would only get one Christmas basket. That was 

bad enough but then one of the preachers said, "Do you think we should 

leave a tip?" He exploded.  
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    It is OK to save for something in particular, but if you just save "for a 

rainy day" you'll get rain. If you will be honest with yourself, you can tell 

if you are holding on to money out of fear.  

Life Lesson - When in doubt, give. Both people and Satan will tell us that 

we are giving out of pride or to show off. Give anyway; let God sort out 

our motives. We should stand in faith and expect God to return the money 

to us; that way we will have money to give the next time. 

 

11:25. The generous soul will be made rich,  

And he who waters will also be watered himself. NKJV 

   People bad-mouth the "prosperity gospel" without understanding the 

whole concept. When a person is born-again, he is made righteous. He or 

she is as righteous as the Pope or Kenneth Copeland or St. Francis or 

anyone. It is our position; we are a child of God. (Jesus said we are greater 

than anyone in the Old Testament.)  The new believer is at zero, no sin, 

completely 100% righteous. The difference between Billy Graham and a 

new Christian is Billy Graham knows how to operate in the promises 

better. The promises of the righteous belong to all God's children. There 

are many things we can do to have a more enjoyable life. There are 

promises in the Bible that if we do certain things we will get certain 

results.  

   All the "prosperity gospel" says is, "Be generous and you will prosper." 

If you want to be refreshed, refresh others; you know - Sow and Reap. If 

you would like to go deeper then take a look at the love walk. 

   We have been given one law, not a whole bunch of things we must 

worry about. One law - Love.  If we walk the love walk, "What's in it for 

me?" Deuteronomy 28 lays out what we can expect to happen to us (and 

overtake us) if we obey the one law Jesus gave us. These are material 

blessings, not just spiritual. Jesus took the curses that are listed later in the 

next chapter of Deuteronomy to the cross so we are free from the law of 

sin and death.  

   How do I walk the love walk, you may ask. I know 1 Corinthians 13, but 

the problem is not, “what is love” but “how do I do it?” I know what to do; 

I need the power to do it.  

   When I was in high school and college I had a deep concern that I was 

unable to love. I understand myself a lot better now and not all of that was 

just being a self-centered jerk, some was my personality type. Even 
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though I was born again and had a few powerful encounters with God, I 

had no spiritual power in my life and no ability to avoid sin. I had the 

desire to live a Christian life, but I could not do it. When you don’t know 

who you are in Christ or confession and forgiveness the guilt can be so 

overwhelming you must, for your own sanity, back off and not go to 

church or read your Bible. I tried to read the Bible daily and go to church, 

but it made me feel worse.  

   During our time with the Army in Virginia, we got acquainted with the 

baptism of the Holy Spirit. My wife was working with a lady that went 

around saying, “Praise the Lord” all the time. She said she went to a 

church that believed in divine healing and speaking in tongues. Being a 

Southern Baptist I asked for scriptural references, which she gave us. We 

decided to go visit her church on Sunday. 

   That Sunday we sat in the balcony; I wanted to get a good view of what 

was going on. The singing was good, like at my church growing up. The 

preacher was a guest preacher from New York, and he preached on the 

judgment of David. He talked about how David sinned and got zapped. He 

finished without telling of the redemptive power of Jesus and salvation, 

which was told at the end of every Baptist sermon. I thought that was 

strange. He said, “Let’s pray.” Then a person on the left side of church 

began speaking in a different language. “This is what I came to hear” I 

thought. I paid close attention and heard a phrase repeated three times in 

the middle of the message. The preacher then said, “Let’s wait for the 

interpretation.”  

   On the right side of the church a man stood up and began speaking in 

English. A phrase was repeated three times in the middle of the 

interpretation and it was about the same length. What showed me that this 

was from God was that the message was about the redemptive power of 

Christ, the thing I felt was left out of the sermon. The preacher got 

embarrassed and said, of course, Jesus saves us and went on to give the 

plan of salvation. We moved to San Antonio after my three months in 

Virginia.  

   In San Antonio, we decided to go to a full gospel church and I got 

baptized in the Holy Spirit at a special service at another church in the 

city. The preacher was Merlin Carothers, author of a best-selling book, 

Prison to Praise. He simply said God would give the Holy Spirit to 

anyone who asked.  
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Luke 11:13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 

your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the 

Holy Spirit to them that ask him? It was not a real emotional 

experience; I just prayed and said the words that came to me. It sounded 

like a foreign language my mind hadn’t learned. I began praying “in the 

Spirit” regularly after that in addition to praying with my mind. This was 

when I was able to grow in love and better walk the Christian life.  

   I said earlier that praise and being in God's presence is a great help in the 

"not sinning" life style, but I want to look deeper into developing the love 

walk, not just "not sinning". Here are some thoughts: 

A) Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,  

   Love is a fruit of the Holy Spirit. That is why the baptism of the Holy 

Spirit is so important. The more we pray in tongues, the more fruit we 

manifest.  

B) 1 Corinthians 14:22 He that speaketh in an unknown tongue 

edifieth himself; .... 

   Praying in tongues builds power in us. When we are edified, we can 

edify others and grow in love. 

C) Acts 1:4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded 

them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the 

promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 

Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 

upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in 

all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 

   Power is the Greek word dunamis (doo'-nam-is); where we get the word 

dynamite. This is copied from Strong's Concordance: 

strength, power, ability 

  a) inherent power, power residing in a thing by virtue of its nature, or 

which a person or thing exerts and puts forth 

  b) power for performing miracles 

  c) moral power and excellence of soul 

  d) the power and influence which belong to riches and wealth 

  e) power and resources arising from numbers 

  f) power consisting in or resting upon armies, forces, hosts 

   The disciples were to wait until they were filled with the Holy Spirit, 

then go to the world. Jesus said they were not to go in their own power or 
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intellect but to go in the power of the Holy Spirit. On the day of Pentecost 

Peter preached and 3000 people were saved. In fifty days Peter went from 

claiming he didn't know Jesus to preaching on the street with such power 

3000 people were saved. Jesus said you shall be witnesses, not go witness. 

When you are filled with the Spirit, you will witness; you can't help it. 

D) There is a time when you have to gut up and just do the right thing. 

This is a decision to walk in love. 

E) Meditate on the word. This builds faith. Build your faith in God's love 

for you and that will help you love others. The word “meditate” means to 

mutter. It is a word that means to speak the word, not just read or think 

about but say out loud so you can hear it. 

 

11:26. He that withholdeth corn, the people shall curse him: but 

blessing shall be upon the head of him that selleth it. 

   If someone is going to mention my name to God I want it to be, "Thank 

you Lord for making him" not "Lord please remove the oppression he is 

causing". 

   We are to sell things at a fair price, not what the market will bear. I 

should not hold on to something that people need in order to get a higher 

price in the future.   

Life Lesson - Don't be afraid to spend money. We do not have to make a 

deal every time we buy something. Leave money on the table. God is our 

source, not our employer or our intelligence. When you take a giving 

attitude into business deals, you will be amazed at what deals God will 

give you. When you go to buy something, for example, it will be on close-

out and the store will be begging you to take it.  

 

11:27. He who earnestly seeks good finds favor,  

But trouble will come to him who seeks evil. NKJV 

   Philemon 1:21 Having confidence in your obedience, I write to you, 

knowing that you will do even more than I say. NKJV 

   1 Corinthians 13:6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 

truth; 7 Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 

endureth all things.  

   Paul expected Philemon to do more than he asked. Also love expects the 

best from people. 
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11:28. He that trusteth in his riches shall fall; but the righteous shall 

flourish as a branch. 

   Here is where the rich young ruler messed up (Luke 18:18-25). He 

obeyed the law and it made him wealthy, then he depended on his money 

not God. He should have asked Jesus the same thing Peter did, "What's in 

it for me?" Jesus would have told him the same thing he told Peter, 100 

times as much as you give up. He could have asked more questions along 

the lines of, "I have never heard anything like that, show me in the 

scriptures what will happen." Jesus would have given him a good teaching 

on the poor. The rich young ruler held on to his money and in doing so 

passed up the best business deal anyone had ever offered him. I am not 

sure I can help much in overcoming our trusting in our own wealth and 

abilities. Operating in a giving lifestyle and keeping spiritually fit 

probably helps, but that's all I got. We need to ask God to show us what 

we are trusting in. 

 

11:29. He that troubleth his own house shall inherit the wind: and the 

fool shall be servant to the wise of heart. 

   One thing God hates is strife in our homes. This stops our faith, stops the 

prayer of agreement, destroys our testimony and creates insecurity in all 

members of the family, especially children. 

   2 Timothy 2:24 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be 

gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 25 In meekness instructing 

those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them 

repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 26 And that they may 

recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive 

by him at his will. 

   We can allow demons into our homes if we permit strife to remain. 

There are people who enjoy keeping things stirred up; they are their own 

worst enemy. We have discussed the wise man and the fool so I will not 

go into it again here. 

Life Lesson – Be intentional about keeping a peaceful home.  

Romans 14:19 Let us therefore follow after the things which make for 

peace, and things wherewith one may edify another. 

 

11:30. The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth 

souls is wise. 



117 
 

 

11:31. Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth: much 

more the wicked and the sinner. 

   It is obvious the principal of sowing and reaping is in this verse also. But 

let's look at "the righteous shall get rewarded in the earth”. We do 

righteous acts not to gain God's favor because we already have that; we do 

them because it is our nature to do them. However, we will be rewarded in 

our lifetime for the good we do. We do not have to wait for the "sweet by 

and by" to be rewarded; we get it in the "sweet here and now".   

   I went through some interesting dynamics one weekend that might be 

good to share because it is a good example of why it is important to spend 

time meditating on the promises God has for us. I bought a 1995 Caprice 

station wagon with the same engine they put in the Corvette. I had been 

looking for one for months and was about to give up. After locating one in 

Dallas the Holy Spirit started saying, "Are you willing to give it away 

after you buy it?"  

   My wife and I went to Dallas to pay for it and pick it up. After we had 

paid and were getting ready to leave, a man who was also leaving said, 

"That's a good car. I wanted it but could not afford it." Had I spent time 

praying Friday night instead of watching "Monk" I might have been more 

spiritually attuned. As I was pulling out of the lot the thought came to me 

to give that man the car. I thought to myself that it took months to find it 

and I wanted (and also needed) it so I did not want to give it away. Then 

Scripture came up from the inside and I realized that I was losing out on a 

great deal; God wanted to give me something better. My wife had driven 

away and I would have had to run her down, discuss it with her, and then 

get back before the guy left. Since he was leaving when we were, I gave 

up the idea. 

What I want you to see is: 

1.God dealt with me before the fact 

2.The word came to give it to a particular man 

3.My reaction was to hold on to it 

4.The hours I spent reading on giving came up on the inside and I was 

willing to give the car away. 

5. And I had missed God and lost out on a great blessing because of 

spiritual insensitivity. Plus the guy did not get a car and God would have 

given me a better one. Later I was able to give the car to someone else. 
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Chapter 12 
12:1. Whoever loves instruction loves knowledge 

But he who hates correction is stupid. NKJV 

   1 Samuel 15:23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and 

stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry…  

   God views rebellion and stubbornness as serious stuff. 

Matthew 8:5 And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there 

came unto him a centurion, beseeching him, 6 And saying, Lord, my 

servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented. 7 And 

Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him. 8 The centurion 

answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come 

under my roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be 

healed. 9 For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: 

and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he 

cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. 10 When Jesus 

heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say 

unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. 

   I know I have said this before, but we need to hear things over and over 

to build our faith. Just when you think you understand something God 

shows you a lot of stuff you didn't know. The Bible is a living book. If we 

take the shortest verse -"Jesus wept", we could spend the next year going 

over all that verse has for us and still only scratch the surface. Let's look at 

authority and submission. Jesus knew lots of folks- Mom, Dad, Peter, John 

the Baptist etc. He says this centurion had more faith than all of them. The 

centurion was under submission and had people under him. He knew 

where he fit in and understood God was involved. He also understood the 

authority of Jesus' words.  

   God has set things up so that there are lines of authority all over the 

place. Let's look at family relationships. Love and service go down and 

submission goes up, God / Jesus / Husband / Wife / Child. My oldest, 

married daughter should be looking to her husband. My unmarried sons 

because of their age should be looking directly to God and only a little to 

my wife and me. My married son should look direct to God. My younger, 

daughter, who is single, should look to hear from God through my wife 

and me. Both married couples should look to my wife and me and the 

other set of parents for advice.  
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   The best thing to do is to start with the attitude that people in authority 

are speaking for God and then judge what they say. This can be boss, 

pastor, parent or friend (that you know has God's wisdom). We are to 

submit to one another also. Our pastor sent a letter asking people to raise 

their giving because of some extra expenses due to the opening of a new 

building. We started with the attitude that it was God’s will for us to give 

more. We need to ask God what and how much extra to give, if anything, 

but we start with the attitude of giving more.  

    Authority is limited to the situation. A boss does not control where I go 

to church just as a pastor does not tell me where I can work. A policeman 

can tell me where to drive my car but he cannot tell me who to marry. 

Rebellion against traffic laws is still rebellion against authority.  

  Romans 13: 1 Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. 

For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that 

exist are appointed by God.  2 Therefore whoever resists the authority 

resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment 

on themselves. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. 

Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and 

you will have praise from the same. 4 For he is God’s minister to you 

for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword 

in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him 

who practices evil. 5 Therefore you must be subject, not only because 

of wrath but also for conscience’ sake. 6 For because of this you also 

pay taxes, for they are God’s ministers attending continually to this 

very thing. 7 Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes 

are due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom 

honor. NKJV 

   What about the Revolutionary War and the Texas War of Independence? 

I am not 100% sure but I would say those wars were not justifiable in light 

of these verses. The leaders of both wars were in rebellion and the rest of 

the people involved just went along: but we are not getting into a history 

lesson. The civil rights movement was done to enforce the U.S. 

Constitution and could not be construed as rebellion, which brings us to 

the issue of whether God can or will bless a situation that is found to be in 

conflict with the Bible, even sin. From what I see, God can.  

   It seems to me that the writers of the U.S. Constitution were directed by 

the Holy Spirit. Also, I know of two ministers that have heavily anointed 
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ministries and were divorced before they started. This does not negate 

these verses. We do not always operate in God’s best. God does not throw 

us out just because we sin; but we could have done better and saved 

ourselves a lot of unhappiness.  

   All authority is established by God. If you cheat on your taxes you are in 

rebellion or you are stealing. One song says, “Do you have to look away 

when you pass by the diner where the squad car stops for coffee?” Verse 5 

mentions conscience; we should be free from fear and not be afraid of the 

police or the IRS.  

   We are children of the King and as such Jesus said we should not have 

to pay taxes. 

 Matthew 17:24 When they had come to Capernaum, those who 

received the temple tax came to Peter and said, “Does your Teacher 

not pay the temple tax?”  

25 He said, “Yes.”  

And when he had come into the house, Jesus anticipated him, saying, 

“What do you think, Simon? From whom do the kings of the earth 

take customs or taxes, from their sons or from strangers?”  

26 Peter said to Him, “From strangers.”  

Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are free. 27 Nevertheless, lest we 

offend them, go to the sea, cast in a hook, and take the fish that comes 

up first. And when you have opened its mouth, you will find a piece of 

money; take that and give it to them for Me and you.”  

   Jesus says we should pay taxes so as not to offend. What we should do is 

bless the governing body with our money. We give out of love for others. I 

know we are not going to think of this every time we pay sales tax but this 

attitude can make you feel better about taxes.  

   Don’t complain about how the government spends money. You can vote 

the way you wish but do it out of love not protest. The Federal 

Government will get involved in your church giving through the tax laws. 

The United States is the most giving nation to ever be on the face of the 

earth. Just say earthquake and the money starts coming in. That giving 

attitude and the fact that we stand behind Israel is the reason we are the 

most blessed nation in the world.  

   As you grow in giving you will also not complain about the way the 

church spends your tithe money. We give the money to God and we can 

let God handle it. There are only two things in 28 years that I not liked 
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about the way our church spent money. Both were about not paying 

enough to church staff. 

Life Lesson – There is great peace in being in right relationship and 

accepting the criticism and discipline of people, especially people in 

authority, without letting pride get in the way. 

 

 12:2. A good man obtaineth favour of the LORD: but a man of 

wicked devices will he condemn.  

   I want divine favor. As we do good things we bring out (draw out, and 

cause to come out) God’s favor. The Hebrew word “obtain” does not 

mean “give”. It is different. When we do what is right, the nature of God is 

such that it causes favor to come from Him. It is God’s nature that causes 

this to happen.  

  

12:3. A man shall not be established by wickedness: but the root of the 

righteous shall not be moved.  

   A good man gets God’s favor and roots deep enough so he cannot be 

moved. A wicked man will be condemned and will not have permanence.   

 

 12:4. A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband: but she that 

maketh ashamed is as rottenness in his bones.  

   We were recently working at a marriage retreat and the speaker asked 

everyone to say the thing they like best about their spouse. I was fortunate 

to be able to say “depth of character”. There is moral integrity on the 

inside of my wife and she always does the right thing. When she has less 

than perfect actions or attitudes she has the closeness to the Holy Spirit to 

see her faults. The only problem I see is that she can see through me and I 

don’t get away with anything. We thank God we found each other when 

we were not sure what we wanted or needed. One man asked God to lead 

him to the woman that needed him the most.  

  

12:5. The thoughts of the righteous are right: but the counsels of the 

wicked are deceit.  

   Righteous people can see things the way God see them and this helps 

them make correct decisions. Not only would a wicked person deceive you 

but even if that person was trying to help you, you could not trust their 

judgment.  
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12:6. The words of the wicked are to lie in wait for blood: but the 

mouth of the upright shall deliver them. 

   Wicked people want to do you harm. Psalm 91 is a great divine 

protection passage.  

Psalm 91:2 I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: 

my God; in him will I trust. Part of that divine protection comes by our 

words. 

  

12:7. The wicked are overthrown, and are not: but the house of the 

righteous shall stand.  

   The closer I get to Jesus the more I see the wickedness in me. That is 

why confessing our sins is so important. We must always remember that 

even though I see bad things in me I am still righteous because my 

righteousness comes from what Jesus did, not by what I do. As long as I 

stay out of Satan’s territory, I can expect my house to stand. I must never 

say that I am not good enough for my house to stand or that I am not good 

enough for any of the promises God has for me. 

 

12:8. A man shall be commended according to his wisdom: but he that 

is of a perverse heart shall be despised.  

   When we have God’s wisdom, people will notice that we have answers. 

We will be praised (the Hebrew word “commended” means “to shine”). 

We must learn to thank the person for the kind word and not let it stick to 

us like we have done something special. I complimented a pastor for his 

church and he started saying, “give God the glory,” and “some churches 

meet different needs in different people”, etc. He didn’t want praise to 

stick to him instead of God.  

   One pastor said that he thought the best thing to do was to thank the 

person for the compliment. He said he used that praise as an evening 

offering, and during his prayer time he offered the praise to God.  

 

12:9. He that is despised, and hath a servant, is better than he that 

honoureth himself, and lacketh bread. 

   I have met many people who “talk a good game” and act like they’re the 

best thing that ever happened and how lucky I was to have them working 
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for me. These people don’t last long in a job. They change jobs a lot. It’s 

better to let God honor us and not do it ourselves.  

 

12:10. A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast: but the tender 

mercies of the wicked are cruel.  

   When we walk in love it even extends to the animals. We hate to see 

suffering. The wicked person enjoys the suffering of others. 

 

12:11. He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with bread: but he that 

followeth vain persons is void of understanding.  

   Hard work, in the long run, is always rewarded. We should not concern 

ourselves with what others are doing; we just work hard and mind our own 

business. We don’t chase after fantasies.  God wants to promote us, but it 

is in His time. God will see that we get what is due us.  

 

12:12. The wicked desireth the net of evil men: but the root of the 

righteous yieldeth fruit.  

   Wicked people envy the easy money sometimes made by evil men. The 

roots planted by righteous people, with God’s help, always yield fruit. A 

tree with deep roots not only will stand in adversity, but it will put out 

fruit.  Psalm 1:3. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of 

water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not 

wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 

 

12:13. The wicked is snared by the transgression of his lips: but the 

just shall come out of trouble.  

   A character in a book I am reading said that he never got in trouble by 

keeping his mouth shut. Someone once said to a young person, ”Just 

because you think something doesn’t mean you have to say it.” It’s hard 

for a good person to keep his tongue under control, so it must be really 

hard for a person without the Holy Spirit to control his tongue.  

 

12:14. A man shall be satisfied with good by the fruit of his mouth: 

and the recompence of a man's hands shall be rendered unto him.  

   As we meditate (which means mutter) and keep God’s word in our 

mouth, good things will happen as a result of our speech. When we speak 

out loud, our minds must stop to see what we are saying. When evil 
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thoughts are put in our mind by Satan, our own fantasies, or lusts, we can 

attack those thoughts the same way Jesus did, “It is written”. We can say 

the appropriate quote from God’s word. Then the thought must go, 

especially any demon activity.  If a thought came at me saying how good 

something would taste and I am not hungry and there is no reason to eat, I 

can combat that by saying Philippians 3:19 Whose end is destruction, 

whose God is their belly…… If it is a demon, that demon is gone. If it is 

my own lust, then I can ask for the fruit of self-discipline, which is a 

byproduct of being filled with the Holy Spirit. 

   We work for Jesus, doing what he tells us to do. God wants us smart and 

working hard so that we will have more and more money to give. We will 

be rewarded for our work. God will let us have the things we want or 

need. 2 Corinthians 9:11 Thus you will be enriched in all things and in 

every way, so that you can be generous, and [your generosity as it is] 

administered by us will bring forth thanksgiving to God. Amplified 

And I thought we were working to get a better car or house. God will give 

us the car we want when we make our money available to him. Someone 

said to his pastor that he did not think the pastor, living off other people’s 

donations, should be driving a Cadillac. The pastor asked him if he had 

asked God for the VW he was driving. The man said he did. The pastor 

said he asked God for the car he was driving. The problem was that the 

man asked for a cheap car instead of a good one.  

Psalm 37:4 Delight thyself also in the LORD: and he shall give thee 

the desires of thine heart. 

 

12:15. The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that 

hearkeneth unto counsel is wise.  

   Ezekiel 28:13 Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every 

precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, 

the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the 

carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes 

was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created.  

14 Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: 

thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and 

down in the midst of the stones of fire. 

 15 Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast 

created, till iniquity was found in thee. 
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 16 By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of 

thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as 

profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O 

covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. 

 17 Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast 

corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to 

the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee.  

   This is Satan’s story. In verse 17 we see pride is what lost Satan his high 

position. Pride is thinking we are smarter than others. So, if we want to be 

wise, we must be open to God using other people to get information to us.  

   We see in verse 2 of that chapter that Satan is self-deceived. Ezekiel 

28:2 Son of man, say unto the prince of Tyrus, Thus saith the Lord 

GOD; Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said, I am a God, 

I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the seas; yet thou art a man, 

and not God, though thou set thine heart as the heart of God: Satan 

used the same lie on Adam and Eve. He told them they would be like God.  

   A fool is self-deceived. He thinks he is always right.  

 

12:16. A fool’s wrath is known at once, But a prudent man covers 

shame. NKJV 

   When a clerk at a store doesn’t take care of us the way we think they 

should, we have two choices. We can talk ugly to the clerk, or we can 

begin praying for that person while we wait. Our flesh is trainable. We can 

train our flesh to respond in love or in annoyance. This is something I 

need to be reminded of.  

   Growing up, my pastor had a sermon on the second mile. The 

congregation made him preach it every year or so. When Jesus said to go 

the second mile, he was referring to the right of a Roman soldier to require 

any person to carry the soldier’s stuff a mile. People knew how far a mile 

was from their home. My pastor went on to tell the story of two people. 

The first when told to carry a soldier’s pack one mile, in anger, threw 

down the hoe he was using, carried the pack one mile, and went home 

humiliated, and his day ruined. The second, when told to carry the burden, 

lay his tool down, jumped the fence, and picked up the load with a smile 

on his face. He began asking about Rome and the places the soldier had 

been. When he had gone a mile, he kept going. The soldier laughed to 

himself knowing the man did not have to go any farther. After the second 
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mile the soldier was so embarrassed that he told the man to stop. The man 

said good-by to the soldier and went home to continue working. When he 

got home that night and walked in with a smile on his face, his wife said, 

“You walked a second mile again, didn’t you?” 

   The African-American has every right to be chapped at white America, 

but true freedom is learning to love. True freedom is to hold a door or 

show any kindness to a white guy, not subserviently, but out of love. Some 

years ago, as a tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, there were some of his 

speeches on TV. I had never heard much other than “I have a dream.” The 

speeches had a heavy anointing of the Holy Spirit because he preached 

love.  

 

12:17. He that speaketh truth sheweth forth righteousness: but a false 

witness deceit.  

 

12:18. There is that speaketh like the piercings of a sword: but the 

tongue of the wise is health.  

   The old saying “sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will 

never hurt me” is not true.  Words can hurt someone deeply and they can 

keep hurting for a long time. I want my tongue to bring health and healing 

to people. I want my words to be anointed by the Holy Spirit. I want some 

people that I see in heaven to come up to me and thank me for the word of 

encouragement that I gave them.  

 

12:19. The lip of truth shall be established for ever: but a lying tongue 

is but for a moment.  

   I want the things I say to last forever. 

 

12:20. Deceit is in the heart of them that imagine evil: but to the 

counsellors of peace is joy.  

   When asked for an opinion, we want to follow after peace. We want to 

take the peaceful way. If we do that, we will have joy. 

 

12:21. There shall no evil happen to the just: but the wicked shall be 

filled with mischief.  
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   The wicked make their own problems. All the promises of God are 

received by faith, just like we receive salvation. So this promise must be 

coupled with faith and expectation.  

 

12:22. Lying lips are abomination to the LORD: but they that deal 

truly are his delight.  

   Again, I want to be a delight to the Lord. 

 

12:23. A prudent man concealeth knowledge: but the heart of fools 

proclaimeth foolishness.  

   Just because we know something, doesn’t mean we have to say it. Being 

filled with the Holy Spirit helps us to choose our words. When we are 

filled with the Spirit with evidence of speaking in tongues, we learn to 

control our speech and to let the Holy Spirit control what we say. I have 

heard Bible teachers say while teaching that they learned things they 

didn’t know by listening to themselves. They will say things they did not 

know because the Holy Spirit was speaking through them.  

 

12:24. The hand of the diligent will rule, But the lazy man will be put 

to forced labor. NKJV 

   The hardest working person usually is in control. The lazy person is 

usually made to work for someone else. 

 

12:25. Heaviness in the heart of man maketh it stoop: but a good word 

maketh it glad.  

   A kind or helpful word will be a comfort and blessing to someone. It 

will cheer him up. 

 

12:26. The righteous is more excellent than his neighbour: but the way 

of the wicked seduceth them.                                                                                                                          

12:26. The righteous should choose his friends carefully,  

For the way of the wicked leads them astray. NKJV    

   We can either lead people to benefit them or lead them off course.                                                                                                                      

 

12:27. The slothful man roasteth not that which he took in hunting: 

but the substance of a diligent man is precious.  
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   A lazy person does not take care of his things. A diligent man takes care 

of his stuff. The fact that he feels they are precious does not mean he is not 

willing to give them away. He wants to get all the use he can out of 

something. He does not want to waste. 

 

12:28. In the way of righteousness is life: and in the pathway thereof 

there is no death. 

 

Chapter 13 
13:1. A wise son heareth his father's instruction: but a scorner heareth 

not rebuke.  

   Two reasons our Dads know best are that they have been around longer 

and God uses authority. All five of my children have IQs higher than 

mine, but usually they are smart enough to ask my guidance. A scorner is 

a mocker, and is proud and arrogant.  

Life Lesson – If someone says you are doing something wrong, start with 

the attitude that God is speaking to you and then judge what was said to 

you. 
 

13:2. A man shall eat good by the fruit of his mouth: but the soul of 

the transgressors shall eat violence.  

   Transgressors mean those who act or deal treacherously, faithlessly, or 

deceitfully, and those who offend. Violence also means wrong, cruelty, 

and injustice. “To eat”, I think, (if I read my Strong’s Concordance right) 

is not actually in the Bible. NIV uses craves; Amplified uses desires. If we 

want to really get into a word by word study of the Bible, we need a lot of 

translations and a good Greek or Hebrew concordance. 

   God told Joshua not to let the Word depart from his mouth. Jesus said in 

Mark 11:23 For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto 

this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and 

shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which 

he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. Suppose 

Jesus walked into our house. “Man, that would tickle me to death.” If a 

person said that we would not be surprised. But if we said, “That tickles 

me to life.” People would think we were weird.  

   Here is what God says a merry heart does: Proverbs 15:13 makes a 

cheerful countenance; Proverbs 15:15 has a continual feast; Proverbs 
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17:22 does good like a medicine. So, instead of death, being merry makes 

us look better, have fun and food, and improves our health. How about 

“Take care.” Jesus took our cares so why would we want them back? Jesus 

said Mark 4:18 And these are they which are sown among thorns; 

such as hear the word, 19 And the cares of this world, and the 

deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke 

the word, and it becometh unfruitful. We can eat well if we say the right 

things. 

    

13:3. He who guards his mouth preserves his life,  

 But he who opens wide his lips shall have destruction. NKJV 

    When Isaiah came into God’s throne room, the first thing he said was I 

am a man of unclean lips Isaiah 6:5 Then said I, Woe is me! For I am 

undone and ruined, because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in 

the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, 

the Lord of hosts! Amplified As I look back, I have done a lot of things I 

am not proud of. (Ashamed is a better word.) I think the things I regret the 

most are the things I have said. I have hurt people or made myself look 

stupid by the words I have spoken. When Satan wants to harass me, he 

uses the words I have said. David wrote in Psalm 39:1 I said, I will take 

heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue: I will keep my mouth 

with a bridle, while the wicked is before me. While I was looking for 

this verse, I was amazed how many times the word “mouth” appears in the 

Psalms and all through the Bible. We should periodically go through the 

“mouth” verses and other verses that have to do with our speech.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

13:4. The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing: but the soul 

of the diligent shall be made fat.  

   Hard work and being diligent in business affairs does two things. It 

makes you money and it brings peace and contentment. I am not 

discounting giving and faith; and I am not advocating being a workaholic. 

We work for God, and God is our source of income. Our work is not 8 

hours a day. We have jobs and we have vocations. I am a printer 

(vocation) and even though I am self-employed, it is still a job.  I have 

other callings: husband, father, grandfather, teacher, musician and even 

the guy who stocks the shelves on Thursday nights at our church food 

pantry.  
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   My job is in the printing industry, but my main calling is husband and 

father. I should work as hard doing that as I do at my job. Knowing we 

have done all we can do gives us peace and contentment. Hard work also 

keeps our mind sharp. During the time I was only print brokering, it was 

so easy that I noticed my mind was not as sharp as it should be. That was 

the main reason I started doing other things, like writing this commentary.  

 

13:5. A righteous man hateth lying: but a wicked man is loathsome, 

and cometh to shame.  

   A few years ago, I started noticing that I hate to watch TV shows that 

center around deception. Even though it is fiction, it still bothers me. I also 

don’t like to watch political shows that have people arguing. After seeing 

this verse, I now understand why I feel the way I do.  

 

13:6. Righteousness keepeth him that is upright in the way: but 

wickedness overthroweth the sinner.                              

   Again we see God protecting us. 

 

13:7. There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath nothing: there is that 

maketh himself poor, yet hath great riches.  

   We should never judge by outward appearances.  

 

13:8. The ransom of a man's life are his riches: but the poor heareth 

not rebuke.  

   I heard a story about a man that was under pressure to repay a loan to the 

bank. He decided he would rob the bank and then he would have enough 

money to pay them. On his way over he realized he didn’t need to rob 

them; he had already robbed them. There is no financial pressure on a 

street person because he does not have anything to lose.  

 

13:9. The light of the righteous rejoiceth: but the lamp of the wicked 

shall be put out.  

   The righteous person walks in bright light. That person can always see 

where to go. 

 

13:10. Only by pride cometh contention: but with the well advised is 

wisdom.  
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   Pride causes arguments. The person who wins an argument is the loser. I 

saw a debate on a Christian TV station about when the catching away of 

the saints would be in relation to the tribulation. Even though the two men 

shook hands, I felt very uncomfortable about the whole thing and felt the 

Holy Spirit was not involved at all.    

 

13:11. Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished: but he that 

gathereth by labour shall increase.  

   NIV has “gathers little by little” for “by labour”. Doing what the Bible 

says to do will slowly increase your wealth. Seek the kingdom and all 

these things will be added to you. If we do what the Bible says God will 

take care of the money. 

 

13:12. Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: but when the desire 

cometh, it is a tree of life.  

   When people we love want something from us we should not wait but 

respond quickly; for example, if God tells you to give someone money, 

don’t wait to do it. It could also be an encouraging word or a visit or 

phone call. The encouragement or visit might be highly desired; if so, 

when you meet it, it will impart life to the person. 

 

13:13. Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed: but he that 

feareth the commandment shall be rewarded.  

   Think of the people we know that cannot take criticism or any 

instruction. People that are quick to learn and quick to listen do better in 

life than those who don’t.   

 

13:14. The law of the wise is a fountain of life, to depart from the 

snares of death.  

   Wise people should be listened to. They will say things that give us life 

and save us from things that would do us harm. Bible teachers with 

successful ministries are a good example of this. If they have been on TV 

or radio a long time, it is probably safe to listen to them. Newer ministries 

need to be judged. I am not saying just because a person has been around a 

long time that they will be right. No one is 100% perfect and everything 

needs to be judged by the Word. But if God is blessing the ministry, listen 

to them.  
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13:15. Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of 

transgressors is hard.  

  Luke 2:51 And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and 

was subject unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her 

heart. 52. And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour 

with God and man. Jesus obeyed his parents. Earth and heaven was 

created through him, yet, he put himself in submission to his parents.  

   The more a person sins the harder it is to live. God tells us not to sin 

because sin hurts us. God is not trying to spoil our fun; He is trying to save 

us from the effects of sin.  

 

13:16. Every prudent man dealeth with knowledge: but a fool layeth 

open his folly.  

   A prudent man uses his knowledge. A fool’s folly will be exposed for all 

to see.  

   This morning I was considering an important decision. I had decided to 

sit and pray about it when this thought came to me, “Start writing and see 

if God answers your question by what you write.” I was sure it was the 

Holy Spirit, but if it was out of my head that would be OK too. When I 

saw this verse, I did not remember I was trying to decide something. I 

started looking at the next verse when I remembered the decision I was 

considering. Here was the verse I needed. I went and sat in my prayer 

chair and went over all the pertinent facts. After using my knowledge, the 

decision was obvious. This took a couple of minutes and I felt great peace 

about my decision.   
 

13:17. A wicked messenger falleth into mischief: but a faithful 

ambassador is health. 

   We should ask God who to hire, and also be loyal representatives of our 

employers.  

 

13:18. Poverty and shame shall be to him that refuseth instruction: 

but he that regardeth reproof shall be honoured.  

   To receive honor we must humble ourselves and receive correction. Like 

everyone else, I don’t like people telling me when I am wrong about 

something; however, if I refuse to be corrected, I will get poverty and 
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shame. I prefer honor to poverty and shame. As I write this, I am going to 

see how soon someone corrects me and how I react. We do not need to go 

overboard and do everything people suggest. Yesterday someone gave me 

advice that wasn’t correct. I took the advice and judged it to see if there 

was anything in it I could use. I am also keeping it in mind to see if later I 

may need it. (Now it is a couple of days later and there were two times I 

was corrected. One I accepted and one I rejected after prayer, thought and 

trial.) I have committed myself to listening to people better. 

 

   13:19. The desire accomplished is sweet to the soul: but it is 

abomination to fools to depart from evil.  

   I have been thinking about the difference between pride and the sense of 

accomplishment. Is sense of accomplishment pride? This verse answers 

the question. There is a difference between “sweet to the soul” and pride. 

It would be easy to say the difference is, “Who gets the glory.” I am fairly 

sure I can tell in me what the difference is, but I am also sure I cannot put 

what I feel into words. God will help you see the difference if you ask 

him. 

 

13:20. He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a companion 

of fools shall be destroyed.  

 

13:21. Evil pursueth sinners: but to the righteous good shall be 

repayed.  

   The Hebrew word for “evil” means evil, distress, misery, injury, and 

calamity. These things chase sinners. That isn’t good. Here are some of 

the words used to define “repayed”: peace, to be in a covenant of peace, to 

be complete, be sound, to make safe, to make whole or good, restore, 

make compensation,  to requite, recompense, reward. Good things or bad 

things, the decision is ours. 

 

13:22. A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children's children: 

and the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just.  

   A good man has so much money that his grandkids not only benefit from 

it, but they also actually get some of it.  Just men will get the wealth of the 

sinner. The sinner saves up money and the just get it, sooner or later.  
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13:23. Much food is in the fallow ground of the poor,  

And for lack of justice there is waste.
 
NKJV 

  God provides enough food for all, but the injustice of the rich and 

powerful keep some of it from the poor. 

 

13:24. He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him 

chasteneth him betimes.  

   The God who spoke the universe into existence says that if we do not 

use a rod to discipline, we hate our children. If we love them we will 

discipline them diligently and early. 

   God is not as squeamish about using violent discipline as we are, but he 

does it out of love. How can God, out of love, kill every man, woman and 

child on earth except Noah’s family? If we read about the flood we see 

that men were violent, every thought was evil, women had intermarried 

with demons, and God was sorry he ever made man. This was a hard time 

to live in; disease probably affected every person including newborn 

children. It would be better if no more children were born. The same can 

be said of Sodom, Gomorrah, and Canaan. When God set up the law for 

Israel, he included the death penalty for a lot of things. He said his goal 

was to remove evil from the land.  

   In Titus 1:5-6 Paul tells Titus to appoint elders in each city. The children 

of an elder must be believers and not be accused of being wild and 

disobedient. For a bishop Paul says in Timothy 3:4 One that ruleth well 

his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; 5 

(For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take 

care of the church of God?)  One of the ways God judges us is by our 

children. By this I mean our child’s character.  

      It is possible to raise our children without yelling at them (unless they 

are in the other part of the house). My wife didn’t even like me yelling to 

call them for supper. I yelled unjustly at my daughter once and then had to 

apologize. She was trying to do what I said but was having trouble. My 

children do not walk in lock step and fear me. They know they can discuss 

and disagree with me without fear. They can plead their case and even 

argue. But they understand that what I say goes. We have a peaceful 

home.  

   We had two rules in our house. The first is, I get my favorite chair 

whenever I want it, but they get to pick what is on TV.  Second, they must 
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do what I tell them to do. The last two children were the best example of 

correct punishment. I told the child pick up his toys and the child said, 

“No”. I told the child that I was going to get a stick and hit him hard on his 

rear. He said, ”no” again. I took the child to the bedroom and spanked him 

until he was crying hard a little while. I then sat with the child until he quit 

crying. We then went through the whole thing again. After that I said, 

“Pick up your toys.” He got the “n” in “no” out then said “OK”. This 

happened with two of my children in a very clear way. I broke the child’s 

will without breaking the child’s spirit. These two children were spanked 

only once by me. The other three required a little more effort. 

 

13:25. The righteous eateth to the satisfying of his soul: but the belly 

of the wicked shall want. 

   I have heard that the meaning of this verse is that a righteous person 

won’t eat past being full, never overeating. The verse could mean that a 

righteous person has all the food he wants, and a wicked person doesn’t. 

  

Chapter 14 
14:1. Every wise woman buildeth her house: but the foolish plucketh 

it down with her hands.  

   A woman can build up or tear down her family, the choice is hers. She 

can do things, like prayer, to spiritually build up her family or she can tear 

down her family. If you ask, God will show you the ways he wants you to 

build up your house and the ways (if any) you are tearing down your 

house. 

 

14:2. He that walketh in his uprightness feareth the LORD: but he 

that is perverse in his ways despiseth him.  

   The word “despiseth” could be “regard with contempt”. I don’t think 

despising God is a smart thing to do.  

 

14:3. In the mouth of the foolish is a rod of pride: but the lips of the 

wise shall preserve them.  

   The Amplified says “a rod to shame his pride”. A fool gets in trouble 

with his words; while a wise man is kept from trouble with his mouth. 

Words, mouth, lips, tongue, I think God is saying something he wants us 
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to know. We should periodically go over verses about words and see how 

important our words are. 

 

14:4. Where no oxen are, the crib is clean: but much increase is by the 

strength of the ox.  

   If we are as strong as an ox or we have a lot of them, our barn will be 

full. How about: if we are full of the word, our cup will run over. Or if we 

are spiritually strong, God will pour out a blessing that we can’t contain. 

   Hard work and using all our resources will give us plenty of all we need. 

 

14:5. A faithful witness will not lie: but a false witness will utter lies.  

 

14:6. A scorner seeketh wisdom, and findeth it not: but knowledge is 

easy unto him that understandeth.  

   A mocker or scorner wants to be wise or smart but cannot figure out 

how to make correct decisions. Knowledge comes easily to a person who 

has spent time in the Word. Spending time in the Word gives us 

understanding. When we are faced with something hard, we can get 

answers. Our minds are renewed so that we have wisdom for every 

situation. If it does not come quickly to our intellect, the Holy Spirit will 

bring out the Word we have stored in our heart. If we still need something 

we can ask for supernatural wisdom according to James 1:5, or the gifts of 

the spirit can kick in. God is not hiding anything from us. He wants us to 

have His wisdom.   

 

14:7. Go from the presence of a foolish man, when thou perceivest not 

in him the lips of knowledge. 

   The word for “foolish” means fool, stupid fellow, dullard, simpleton, 

arrogant one; when we run into one, we need to leave as soon as we can. 

 

14:8. The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his way: but the 

folly of fools is deceit.  

   A wise person thinks about how to live and wants to understand what is 

happening around them. A wise person can see things as God sees them. 

Fools are self-deceived.  

 



137 
 

14:9. Fools make a mock at sin: but among the righteous there is 

favour. 

   Fools mock repentance; they see no reason to either make amends for or 

care about sin. Jesus had the favor of the people who knew him growing 

up. I bet he was a nice guy. We can also have divine favor with people.  

 

14:10. The heart knoweth his own bitterness; and a stranger doth not 

intermeddle with his joy.  

   No one can be inside us to understand us completely. And we cannot 

completely understand someone else. If God wants us to have some 

understanding about another person, he will tell us. If he does, don’t tell 

anyone else. He may want us to say words of comfort or encouragement. 

But, when in doubt, we need to keep our mouth shut.  

 

14:11. The house of the wicked shall be overthrown: but the 

tabernacle of the upright shall flourish.  

   Tabernacle means dwelling or tent. Flourish means bud, sprout, send out 

shoots, blossom, and fly. Life and growth are in the house of the upright. 

 

14:12. There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end 

thereof are the ways of death.  

   In the South, before the Civil War, slave owners felt it was OK to kidnap 

someone from Africa and make them come here to work. They somehow 

deluded themselves into thinking what they were doing was OK. In 

Europe, the Jews were persecuted until World War II even though they 

were God’s chosen people. In both cases this was done by Christians. 

Russia and Europe paid a heavy price for mistreating the Jews. America, 

also, paid a heavy price for its sin of slavery.  

   We must judge everything in light of the Word and love. We have all 

rationalized sin, saying it seemed to be the thing to do at the time. We 

should call sin “sin” and ask forgiveness and keep going. We need to be 

honest with ourselves and not try to con God.  

 

14:13. Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful; and the end of that 

mirth is heaviness. 

   We don’t always know what is going on inside a person. They might be 

laughing or joking to hide deep hurts.   
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14:14. The backslider in heart will be filled with his own ways,  

      But a good man will be satisfied from above. NKJV 

   Everyone gets their due, the backslider and the good. 

 

14:15. The simple believeth every word: but the prudent man looketh 

well to his going.  

   A prudent person thinks things through to make sure they are going the 

correct way. This can be in making large decisions or in making sure you 

have a map and know where you are going before you leave to go 

somewhere. A prudent man will not go to places that may tempt him to 

sin. 

   A simple person without prudence or wisdom doesn’t think for himself. 

(“If it’s in the paper it must be true.”) 

 

14:16. A wise man feareth, and departeth from evil: but the fool 

rageth, and is confident.                                                                                                                             

14:16. A wise man suspects danger and cautiously avoids evil, but the 

fool bears himself insolently and is [presumptuously] confident. 

Amplified 

   I like Amplified on this verse. Fear and suspects danger are about the 

same. This seems to conflict with what I wrote about being free from fear, 

but we do need to stay away from evil. Joseph took off running when 

Potiphar’s wife tried to seduce him, he ran. The best thing to do with evil 

is run. This does not mean we should run when someone tries to hurt us. 

We put up a shield of love and faith and stand against Satan when he or 

anyone attacks us. 

 

14:17. He that is soon angry dealeth foolishly: and a man of wicked 

devices is hated.  

   James 1:19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift 

to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: 20 For the wrath of man 

worketh not the righteousness of God.  

   I was putting up shelves in all our closets. I measured how long to cut a 

board. When I tried to put the board in, I discovered my closets were not 

square. My first response was, in anger, to hammer the board and force it 

into place. I would have knocked a hole in the sheet rock and then would 



139 
 

have had a lot of work repairing it. I caught myself before I did it, but that 

is a great example of how losing your temper doesn’t help anything.  

Life Lesson - There is no problem that is so bad that losing your temper 

won’t make it worse.  

 

14:18. The simple inherit folly: but the prudent are crowned with 

knowledge.  

   That’s what I want to be, crowned with knowledge. I do not want my 

inheritance to be folly. 

 

14:19. The evil bow before the good; and the wicked at the gates of the 

righteous.  

    Ultimately, every knee will bow to Jesus, but also the good and the 

righteous will come out on top. We are made the head and not the tail 

(Deuteronomy 28:13). 

 

14:20. The poor is hated even of his own neighbour: but the rich hath 

many friends.  

 

14:21. He that despiseth his neighbour sinneth: but he that hath 

mercy on the poor, happy is he.  

   What’s the secret of happiness? God says, having mercy on the poor. 

One reason this works is that we live free from material things. We own 

things; not the things own us. Getting a new thing might make you happy 

for a little while, but you will end up only unhappy because you will find 

other things you want. By living free from material possessions we have 

great peace and contentment. 

 

14:22. Do they not err that devise evil? but mercy and truth shall be to 

them that devise good.  

I pick mercy and truth. 

 

14:23. In all labour there is profit: but the talk of the lips tendeth only 

to penury.  

   Penury means poverty and lack. Work hard and God will make our work 

fruitful, just sitting around talking leads to poverty. There are some people 

who talk a good game but when it comes time to work, they vanish.  
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14:24. The crown of the wise is their riches: but the foolishness of fools 

is folly.  

   Here God says wise people get rich. Is this saying people who are poor 

are not wise? No, God is saying wise people get rich. 

 

14:25. A true witness delivereth souls: but a deceitful witness speaketh 

lies.  

 

14:26. In the fear of the LORD is strong confidence: and his children 

shall have a place of refuge.  

   We can be protected by fearing the Lord and that goes for our children 

also. This to me seems a smarter way to protect our families than lock and 

key. 

 

14:27. The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, to depart from the 

snares of death.  

   Again, the fear of the Lord gives us life and protects us from death. 

 

14:28. In the multitude of people is the king's honour: but in the want 

of people is the destruction of the prince.  

 

14:29. He that is slow to wrath is of great understanding: but he that 

is hasty of spirit exalteth folly.  

   If we have great understanding, we will be slow to get angry. Being 

quick tempered is folly. If we always say what we feel, it will be hard for 

God to entrust us with spiritual power. In looking at Mark 11:23, if we 

were quick to anger and have spiritual power, we would always be 

blowing out the tires of the car that pulls in front of us.  

 

14:30. A sound heart is the life of the flesh: but envy the rottenness of 

the bones.  

   Envy can cause health problems. I want to make sure there is no envy in 

my life. 

 

14:31. He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth his Maker: but he 

that honoureth him hath mercy on the poor.  
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   We are not to oppress anyone. Do poor folks have a right to our money? 

No, but we have an obligation to take care of them. In doing this we honor 

God. God treats us with mercy and we should do the same with those 

around us. 

 

14:32. The wicked is driven away in his wickedness: but the righteous 

hath hope in his death.  

   The wicked person loses before he starts; but even death cannot defeat 

the righteous. 

Corinthians 15:54-55 So when this corruptible shall have put on 

incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then 

shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed 

up in victory. 

O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 

 

14:33. Wisdom resteth in the heart of him that hath understanding: 

but that which is in the midst of fools is made known.  

   What is inside us will eventually come out, either wisdom or 

foolishness.  

 

14:34. Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any 

people.  

   Even other wicked people don’t like the wicked. If we do the right 

things people will like us more than someone who does the wrong thing. 

 

14:35. The king's favour is toward a wise servant: but his wrath is 

against him that causeth shame. 

   Wisdom can get us promotions at work. 

 

Chapter 15 

15:1. A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up 

anger.  

   Grievous also means pain, hurt, toil, sorrow, labor, hardship, and 

offense. We should practice speaking soft answers. Speaking fast and loud 

without thinking can arouse anger in the hearer. 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians+15:54&version=KJV
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15:2. The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright: but the mouth of 

fools poureth out foolishness.  

   A wise man knows when to speak and when not to speak. He uses his 

knowledge correctly, at the correct time. A fool says dumb things. 

 

15:3. The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and 

the good.  

   The idea that God gets mad if we make the slightest mistake is wrong. 

He doesn’t. Some are afraid to confess sin because they are afraid of God, 

but God knows our sins when we do them. When we confess them is when 

we get rid of them. 

 

15:4. A wholesome tongue is a tree of life: but perverseness therein is 

a breach in the spirit.  

   Wholesome means healing. When we say something that brings healing, 

it is like a tree of life. Ugly talk or being deceitful will hurt another 

person’s spirit. We should never lie to our children; it crushes their spirit.  

 

15:5. A fool despiseth his father's instruction: but he that regardeth 

reproof is prudent.  

 

15:6. In the house of the righteous is much treasure: but in the 

revenues of the wicked is trouble.  

   Is God talking about spiritual treasure? I believe he is talking cash. 

Money in the hand of a righteous person can be used for the Kingdom. 

Deuteronomy 8:18 But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for 

it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his 

covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day. If a wicked 

person has money, he uses it on his lusts or to oppress other people.  

 

15:7. The lips of the wise disperse knowledge: but the heart of the 

foolish doeth not so.  

   We should listen to wise people as much as we can. We should not listen 

to fools. A fool does not have anything on the inside that is helpful. 

 

15:8. The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD: but 

the prayer of the upright is his delight.  
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  God says, Isaiah 64:6 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our 

righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our 

iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. When a wicked man tries 

to placate God by doing something good, it is an abomination. When one 

of my children calls or comes to town it is a delightful time for me. So 

also, when we talk to God it is same type of delight for Him.  

   Our uprightness comes from Jesus, so even if we have sinned we can 

still be a delight. Ask forgiveness and go on. A preacher said, “It’s not the 

Holy Spirit that’s pointing out that lady’s figure.” Satan can put an impure 

thought in our heads, but if do not take it and don’t dwell on it, it is not 

sin. Satan will put a thought in your head and then say if you were a 

Christian you would not have those thoughts.   

 

15:9. The way of the wicked is an abomination unto the LORD: but he 

loveth him that followeth after righteousness.  

 

15:10. Correction is grievous unto him that forsaketh the way: and he 

that hateth reproof shall die.  

   Hard discipline is for those that leave the way. God can deal with a 

Christian on a spiritual level. God doesn’t break our legs or give our kids 

cancer or wreck our cars. He had to use physical discipline under the old 

covenant because the new birth had not yet happened and people still had 

dead spirits. If you leave the way, you walk out into Satan’s territory and 

nothing good happens there. 

 

15:11. Hell and destruction are before the LORD: how much more 

then the hearts of the children of men?  

 

15:12. A scorner loveth not one that reproveth him: neither will he go 

unto the wise.  

   A mocker resents anyone who tries to correct him. He doesn’t even look 

for someone who might be able to help him. This is pride in its most 

destructive form.   

 

15:13. A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance: but by sorrow 

of the heart the spirit is broken.  
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   We look better when we are in a cheerful mood. Happiness and joy are 

two different things.  We can be happy and not joyful or joyful and not 

happy. Our happiness comes from outside circumstances. Our joy comes 

from the Holy Spirit living inside us. You can easily steal my happiness by 

kicking me in the shins, but you cannot steal my joy. The world didn’t 

give it and the world can’t take it away. 

 

15:14. The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh knowledge: 

but the mouth of fools feedeth on foolishness.  

   It is in the nature of a person of understanding to seek knowledge 

wherever it comes from. The word “seeks” is a strong word. Some of the 

words used in the Hebrew translation are: require, desire, request, demand, 

and seek the face of.  

 

15:15. All the days of the afflicted are evil: but he that is of a merry 

heart hath a continual feast.  

   Life is hard for the poor, which is why we need to do all we can for 

them. Christians should enjoy life. We should have a smile on our face. 

Knowing I have salvation makes me both happy and joyful. 

 

15:16. Better is little with the fear of the LORD than great treasure 

and trouble therewith.  

   Trouble is the opposite of peace and none of the words used to define it 

are good. Living in peace is more valuable than any amount of money. 

 

15:17. Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a stalled ox and 

hatred therewith.  

 

15:18. A wrathful man stirreth up strife: but he that is slow to anger 

appeaseth strife.  

   We must get strife out of our lives. One ministry will work with 

inefficient employees all they can but they will not allow anyone to work 

for them who stirs up strife. They will forgive them and help them find 

another job, but they cannot work there.  

 

15:19. The way of the slothful man is as an hedge of thorns: but the 

way of the righteous is made plain.  
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   The lazy person puts thorns in his own path. His laziness makes his life 

harder than it needs to be. The way of the righteous is like a raised, 

smooth highway. 

 

15:20. A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish man despiseth 

his mother.  

 

15:21. Folly is joy to him that is destitute of wisdom: but a man of 

understanding walketh uprightly.  

 

15:22. Without counsel purposes are disappointed: but in the 

multitude of counsellors they are established.  

   It is hard to do things without good advice. If you get a lot of input, 

things can be accomplished.  

 

15:23. A man hath joy by the answer of his mouth: and a word spoken 

in due season, how good is it!  

   One of the greatest feelings is knowing what you have said to a person 

has been a blessing. 

 

15:24. The way of life is above to the wise, that he may depart from 

hell beneath.  

   The road of the wise leads up to life and it saves him from death.  

 

15:25. The LORD will destroy the house of the proud: but he will 

establish the border of the widow.  

   God protects the widow. 

  

15:26. The thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to the LORD: 

but the words of the pure are pleasant words.  

 

15:27. He that is greedy of gain troubleth his own house; but he that 

hateth gifts shall live.  

   I have not personally run into this much, but I have seen it. The prisons 

are full of people who tried to make money dishonestly and got thrown 

into jail. That is hard on families. Bribery is something God really hates. 
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15:28. The heart of the righteous studieth to answer: but the mouth of 

the wicked poureth out evil things.  

   We need to think before we speak. We need to make sure we are hearing 

from the Holy Spirit before giving advice. 

 

15:29. The LORD is far from the wicked: but he heareth the prayer of 

the righteous.  

   God does not have an obligation to answer just anyone’s prayer. If a 

non-Christian asks God for wisdom God will get someone to give that 

person information and start with the new birth. 

 

15:30. The light of the eyes rejoiceth the heart: and a good report 

maketh the bones fat.  

   You can bring joy into someone’s life by just smiling at them. 

   Good news adds marrow or health to the bones. Let’s always give a 

good report. Let’s always encourage people and not discourage them. If 

they try to step out and do something and fail, let’s be the one who helps 

them get back on track. 

 

15:31. The ear that heareth the reproof of life abideth among the wise.  

   A person who listens to correction will live with the wise. 

 

15:32. He that refuseth instruction despiseth his own soul: but he that 

heareth reproof getteth understanding.  

   A person who will not listen to others hates himself. If you listen to 

others you will grow in understanding. 

 

15:33. The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom; and before 

honour is humility. 

   We learn by fearing the Lord. If we want honor, we must humble 

ourselves first. 

 

Chapter 16 
16:1. The preparations of the heart in man, and the answer of the 

tongue, is from the LORD.  
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   God has not made us robots and he wants us to have individual thoughts. 

One person may like red cars; another, blue. Also God will put things into 

our spirit that he wants us to do.  

   When I saw the man at the post office, as I wrote in the Introduction, the 

Holy Spirit put the thought in my spirit to help the man. It really was very 

gentle. I didn’t feel as if the Holy Spirit wanted me to say anything, so I 

didn’t. One time a street person said to me, “Mister, I won’t lie to you, I 

need a drink.” I asked him the same thing I asked the other person, “How 

much do you need?” He said he needed three dollars. I gave him the three 

dollars and said, “I want to tell you something. God loves you and Jesus 

died for you.” The man looked like I had slapped him. He probably never 

had a Christian buy him a drink. I said what the Holy Spirit said to say. 

 

16:2. All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the LORD 

weigheth the spirits.  

   This is why we need the Bible as our guide and not our own opinions. 

One Christian denomination operates on the salvation scriptures only; they 

preach only salvation every Sunday. I had an employee who was a 

member of that denomination. He talked about insurance as something the 

Christian should not need, and said it was a sin to buy insurance. This 

same person was a racist. His child had to be sent to a children’s home 

because the child rebelled against the atmosphere of no love in the home. 

So, this person felt it was OK to be a racist and not walk the love walk as 

long as he didn’t buy insurance. That is what Jesus said about the religious 

leaders that they obeyed the written rules but had no love and mercy.  

 

16:3. Commit thy works unto the LORD, and thy thoughts shall be 

established.  

   It would be simple to say to commit what you are doing to God and it 

will be successful, but I don’t think this is as simple as that. It is one thing 

to say, “I commit this to the Lord.” And it is another thing to have this 

work rolled up together with God’s will. Commit means roll or roll up. 

There needs to be a unity between my will and God’s will. If this is done, 

the work will succeed. God’s will can be his absolute, perfect will, or his 

permissive will.  
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16:4. The LORD hath made all things for himself: yea, even the 

wicked for the day of evil.  

   The Lord works things out to his will. Even the wicked get used in 

calamity. 

 

16:5. Everyone proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD;  

Though they join forces, none will go unpunished. NKJV 

   I believe everything that I have taken pride in has failed or somehow has 

come to loss. We need to judge pride in our selves. We must do this if we 

want to be used by God. Abomination is a strong word; it also means a 

disgusting thing.  

 

16:6. By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the 

LORD men depart from evil. 

   The companion verses here would be the rest of the Bible. God is love 

and Jesus is truth. I had never thought of all the times the word “truth” 

appears in the Gospels: that would be a good Bible study. There are 

groups that use “truth” in their name, terms like full gospel, truth church, 

fullness of truth. Some denominations believe they represent all truth. 

Some denominations think you must be a member of their denomination 

to go to heaven. One preacher said that other denominations could go to 

heaven, just as long as they believe what he believed.  All of this is silly; 

even I’m smart enough to know that the more I learn, the more I see I 

don’t know. Even if every word in this book is 100% true, it will not 

scratch the surface of full truth.  A church may think it is full truth but, 

even if their doctrine is correct, the church is made up of imperfect people. 

Somehow the practices of that church will fall way short of complete 

truth.  

   Should we have correct doctrine?  Yes. Does God care what I think 

about some other denomination? No. God wants me to “seek His 

Kingdom”. As I am doing that, He will get me what Bible knowledge I 

need.  

 

16:7. When a man's ways please the LORD, he maketh even his 

enemies to be at peace with him.  

   God can help us become more likeable. He can also give us divine favor 

with our enemies. 
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16:8. Better is a little with righteousness than great revenues without 

right.  

Romans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but 

righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. Money cannot 

buy peace and joy or freedom from guilt. 

 

16:9. A man's heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his 

steps.  

   Amplified adds “and makes them sure” at the end of the verse. Here is 

how this worked out in my life. Printing has been on the inside of me since 

I was a kid. I think the reason is both the Holy Spirit drew me to it and 

somehow, maybe because my dad and his dad were printers, it was inside 

me. So I planned toward that career. God then directed my steps as I was 

on the path of being a printer. Also, God put inside me from a very young 

age the ability to feel music. I don’t enjoy singing songs that aren’t me. 

Woody Guthrie wrote a song from the viewpoint of the migrant worker. 

Since I am not a migrant worker, I don’t feel that song when I sing it. He 

wrote a song in the third person about illegal immigrants. I can feel that 

song. God used that ability when I was leading singing for a few years at 

church. So, I plan the direction I am going; God then tells me to jog right 

or left a little, then go back to the path. 

 

16:10. A divine sentence is in the lips of the king: his mouth 

transgresseth not in judgment.  

   We should expect rulers of any kind to speak for God and give fair 

judgments. 

 

16:11. A just weight and balance are the LORD's: all the weights of 

the bag are his work.  

   When the checker at the grocery checkout weights your stuff we should 

expect a fair weight. In our life, we should expect God to watch out for us 

and make sure we are not cheated.  

 

16:12. It is an abomination to kings to commit wickedness: for the 

throne is established by righteousness.  
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   More is expected of a person in authority than one who is not. Two TV 

preachers and a president were caught in adultery and it was on the front 

page of every newspaper, destroying those men and shaming people who 

trusted them. Because of the covering nature of authority, a leader who 

sins opens the door for Satan to attack those under him or her. 

 

16:13. Righteous lips are the delight of kings; and they love him that 

speaketh right.  

   It is really nice to have people working for you that you can count on to 

always tell you the truth. 

 

16:14. The wrath of a king is as messengers of death: but a wise man 

will pacify it.  

 

16:15. In the light of the king's countenance is life; and his favour is as 

a cloud of the latter rain.  

 

16:16. How much better is it to get wisdom than gold! and to get 

understanding rather to be chosen than silver!  

   The God who spoke the universe into existence says that wisdom and 

understanding are better than gold and silver. We can use wisdom and 

understanding to get not only money but also all the things money can’t 

buy (peace, health, joy, freedom from sin and guilt, and good 

relationships). 

 

16:17. The highway of the upright is to depart from evil: he that 

keepeth his way preserveth his soul.  

   The upright person avoids evil and in doing so, avoids all kinds of 

emotional troubles.                                   

1 Thessalonians 5:22 Abstain from all appearance of evil. There are a 

lot of places where evil is common, we should avoid those places. My 

wife and I agreed not to spend any alone time with anyone of the opposite 

gender. This included things like lunches, travel, visits to homes, or even 

church things.   

   I have seen church friends eating lunch with members of the opposite 

gender and the first thought Satan puts in my head is that something 

wrong is happening. One time when my daughter was working at our 
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company, we went to lunch together. I saw a person I knew from high 

school and I could see the thoughts running through his head. I quickly 

introduced him to my daughter.   

 

16:18. Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a 

fall.  

      We view sin as things like drinking, smoking, cussing, inappropriate 

sexual stuff and other lusts of the flesh. Here God is talking about pride, 

the results of which are destruction and falling.  I have asked God to show 

me pride when it pops up. I started seeing a lot of things in myself I don’t 

want to see. We do not want destruction or a fall so it is important to 

confess the sin of pride when we see it, and get it forgiven. 

 

16:19. Better it is to be of an humble spirit with the lowly, than to 

divide the spoil with the proud.  

   A humble spirit is better than any ill-gotten money.  

  

16:20. He that handleth a matter wisely shall find good: and whoso 

trusteth in the LORD, happy is he.  

   Here is the secret of happiness, trust in the Lord. Think of all the money 

people spend to try to find happiness. God plainly tells us the way. The 

rational mind will see this as foolishness; the religious mind as a 

stumbling block. 1 Corinthians 2:13 These things we also speak, not in 

words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, 

comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the natural man does 

not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to 

him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

This is why people have trouble understanding the Bible. The Bible is 

spiritually discerned, not intellectually understood.  

 

16:21. The wise in heart shall be called prudent: and the sweetness of 

the lips increaseth learning.  

 

16:22. Understanding is a wellspring of life unto him that hath it: but 

the instruction of fools is folly.  
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   If we have understanding it will bring forth life, like water flowing out 

of a spring. There will be river of life coming out of us for other people’s 

benefit not just our own. Don’t listen to fools. 

 

16:23. The heart of the wise teacheth his mouth, and addeth learning 

to his lips.  

   In Proverbs 10:11, I wrote on words and mouth; now I’ll address it a 

little differently.  

Luke 6:35 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth 

forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his 

heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the 

heart his mouth speaketh.  What is on the inside of us will come out in 

our words. What is on the inside of us is what we meditate on.  

Romans 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 

word of God. As we meditate or hear the Word, faith is built on the inside 

of us. Our speech will reflect what is on the inside of us. Then as our 

words line up with the Bible, we start saying what God says and all kinds 

of good things start happening. Mark 11:23 For verily I say unto you, 

That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and 

be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall 

believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall 

have whatsoever he saith. As we grow in love and faith we start talking 

to things. Instead of saying, “You lousy car.” We say, “You wonderful, 

beautiful car, you always work well.” Now, if I read my Bible correctly, 

my car must respond to my words.  

   In printing, sometimes someone will order a job and we buy a full carton 

of paper but only use a part of the carton, we charge the customer for the 

full carton (because of price breaks it is cheaper to buy a full carton that 

just part of the carton). We end up with paper left over that the customer 

does not want. If it is the type of paper the customer might use in future, 

we save it for them. If not, we put it on the shelf and use it on another job. 

Since the paper is already paid for, we can sell it to someone else at a 

reduced price and still make a lot of money. This is easier said than done. 

The paper may sit for years and not be used. As I would walk past the 

paper, I would tell it good-by and speak other words that would help me 

get it sold. In my 35 years in printing, I bet I’ve made $25,000 this way.  
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16:24. Pleasant words are as an honeycomb, sweet to the soul, and 

health to the bones.  

   I once saw on PBS’s Nova a program in which a test was done on plants. 

They had two sets of plants grown under identical circumstances except 

they talked pleasant, positive words to one set. They may have talked ugly 

to the other set but I can’t remember for sure. One group grew a lot larger 

than the other. Talking positive to the plants made them bigger and 

healthier. It works for plants and God says it works for people. Pleasant 

words not only make people healthier, but also make them feel good.  

 

16:25. There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end 

thereof are the ways of death.  

   We cannot go by our feelings; God’s Word is what we go by. Just 

because it seems right does not mean it is right.  

 

16:26. He that laboureth laboureth for himself; for his mouth craveth 

it of him.  

   A person’s hunger makes him work harder. 

 

16:27. An ungodly man diggeth up evil: and in his lips there is as a 

burning fire.  

   The ungodly tries to find evil; he looks for the evil way of doing things. 

We see evil speech bringing forth evil things.  

 

16:28. A froward man soweth strife: and a whisperer separateth chief 

friends.  

   Froward can mean perverse. The root means to turn. This person is 

trying to turn people against each other. Sometimes instead of talking 

about other people, we should keep our mouths shut. We should be careful 

about talking about another person and calling it a “prayer concern”. If we 

think a person needs prayer, let’s do it without involving other people. If 

God wants other people praying for someone, he can tell them just like he 

told us.  

 

16:29. A violent man enticeth his neighbour, and leadeth him into the 

way that is not good.  
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16:30. He shutteth his eyes to devise froward things: moving his lips 

he bringeth evil to pass.  

   Shutting eyes and moving lips are expressions that mean to conceal 

something. 

 

16:31. The hoary head is a crown of glory, if it be found in the way of 

righteousness.  

   Hoary means gray. If a righteous person has gray hair, it is a crown of 

glory. 

 

16:32. He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that 

ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city.  

   We have great power if we can control our actions and our words.  

  

16:33. The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole disposing thereof is of 

the LORD. 

   God is in control.  

 

Proverbs 17 
17:1. Better is a dry morsel, and quietness therewith, than an house 

full of sacrifices with strife.  

James 3:16 For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and 

every evil work. 

1 Corinthians 14:33 For God is not the author of confusion, but of 

peace, as in all churches of the saints. 

   It is better to have a quiet house with nothing but a dried piece of bread 

than a house with a lot of food with strife. We must view strife, confusion, 

and peace as spiritual forces. If strife and confusion get in our house, we 

need to remove them with the name of Jesus. 

   We can start with our own mind, “Confusion, be gone in the name of 

Jesus.” Then we can prayerfully read God’s Word to renew our mind 

 

17:2. A wise servant shall have rule over a son that causeth shame, 

and shall have part of the inheritance among the brethren.  

   An example of this is Paul preaching to the Gentiles. 
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17:3. The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold: but the 

LORD trieth the hearts.  

   God examines our hearts and proves and tries them. God doesn’t break 

our leg or steal our money or give our children cancer; after all, we have 

God ordained laws against that. The best way God has to test us is giving 

us success, money, revelation, and blessings of all kinds to see how we 

handle them. He wants to see who we give the credit to, him or ourselves.  

 

17:4. A wicked doer giveth heed to false lips; and a liar giveth ear to a 

naughty tongue.  

   A wicked person or a liar cannot trust what people say to them and they 

don’t know it. They will do things on the word of a liar. This is a bad 

place to be. 

 

17:5. Whoso mocketh the poor reproacheth his Maker: and he that is 

glad at calamities shall not be unpunished.  

   I want to rewrite this verse using multiple words to give a deeper 

meaning to some of the words used: Whoever mocks, derides, or ridicules 

the poor blasphemes, taunts, reproaches, defies, his Maker. And he that is 

joyful, merry, and glad at distress, burden, calamity, or disaster will not go 

unpunished.  

 

17:6. Children's children are the crown of old men; and the glory of 

children are their fathers.  

   A child is a gift; a grandchild is a grand gift. Young children, especially 

boys, naturally admire and brag on their fathers.  

 

17:7. Excellent speech becometh not a fool: much less do lying lips a 

prince.  

 

17:8. A gift is as a precious stone in the eyes of him that hath it: 

whithersoever it turneth, it prospereth.  

   Since this seems positive, I want to know how it could benefit us. The 

word for gift could mean bribe, but we know God does not want us to 

subvert justice. A printing customer celebrated the 25
th

 anniversary of his 

restaurant by sending out gift cards to friends and suppliers. Before I 

received the card, I would eat at one of their restaurants because they were 
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a customer (I have other restaurant customers). Now, because of that gift 

card, I have eaten at their restaurants so many times I got tired of them. 

Even though I don’t have them as a customer any more, I still have an 

extremely favorable view of them. So, I am going to say, “Give a lot of 

gifts and you will prosper.” 

Life Lesson – When in doubt, give.  

 

17:9. He that covereth a transgression seeketh love; but he that 

repeateth a matter separateth very friends.  

   I am sure if I think hard enough I could find a reason to talk to someone 

about a third party’s sin, but when in doubt, I need to keep my mouth shut. 

If I keep my mouth shut, I get the blessings of Deuteronomy 28. Jesus 

gave us one law, the law of love; and love is to keep my mouth shut. If I 

am tempted to speak, the promises of Deuteronomy 28, will keep me in 

line. 

 

17:10. A reproof entereth more into a wise man than an hundred 

stripes into a fool.  

   A wise person will take a reproof to heart. A fool doesn’t pay any 

attention to what people say if it is in conflict with what the fool thinks. 

Punishment and bad results don’t affect what he thinks. The dumbest thing 

we can do is expect different results when we do the same thing over and 

over.  

Life Lesson – If we keep doing the same things over and over we will get 

the same results. If life is not working for us, we need to do something 

different.  

 

17:11. An evil man seeketh only rebellion: therefore a cruel messenger 

shall be sent against him. 

   A bad end comes to the rebellious.  

  

17:12. Let a bear robbed of her whelps meet a man, rather than a fool 

in his folly.  

   I have seen movies where someone takes a baby animal or an egg from 

their mother. Usually that person or some of their friends end up getting 

eaten. In Jurassic Park II the person takes a baby tyrannosaurus and mom 
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comes after them with a fury. We can do better against a mama grizzly 

than trying to reason with or work with a fool.      

 

17:13. Whoso rewardeth evil for good, evil shall not depart from his 

house.  

 

17:14. The beginning of strife is as when one letteth out water: 

therefore leave off contention, before it be meddled with.  

   We need to get into a habit of not arguing. When a quarrel starts let’s 

keep our mouths shut. It takes two people to have a fight. I am convinced 

a married couple can live without strife. Thanks to God, my wife and I 

have been trained in how to communicate on tough issues with very 

specific guidelines for avoiding strife. 

Life Lesson – Don’t argue. 

  

17:15. He that justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the just, 

even they both are abomination to the LORD.  

   Abomination is a tough word. 

 

17:16. Wherefore is there a price in the hand of a fool to get wisdom, 

seeing he hath no heart to it?  

   Money in the hand of a fool will not get him wisdom because he has no 

heart for it. 

 

17:17. A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.  

   God provides a way and a person to help us in time of need.  

 

17:18. A man void of understanding striketh hands, and becometh 

surety in the presence of his friend.  

   This is about co-signing notes. This not smart. It would be better to loan 

or directly give the person the money. We should not co-sign unless we 

have the money to lose. I think doing something for a family member 

would be different. God has directed my wife and me to make pledges for 

various ministries a few times, but with our church’s building campaign, I 

gave money but did not make a pledge. I feel a lot better about doing 

things this way. 
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17:19. He loveth transgression that loveth strife: and he that exalteth 

his gate seeketh destruction.  

   Sin and strife go together. A person who exalts himself is asking for 

destruction. 

  

17:20. He that hath a froward heart findeth no good: and he that hath 

a perverse tongue falleth into mischief.   

 

17:21. He that begetteth a fool doeth it to his sorrow: and the father of 

a fool hath no joy.  

   We want our parents to be pleased with us and we want our children to 

be a joy to us. There are two words for fool here. The first can mean stupid 

fellow, dullard, simpleton, arrogant one; the second, senseless. 

 

17:22. A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit 

drieth the bones.  

   A man wrote about being told he was going to die and there was nothing 

that could be done. He saw no reason to stay in the hospital so he left. He 

got a projector and bunch of Marx Brothers movies and started watching 

them. He didn’t die; he got well. About the time I heard this story some 

years ago, I happened to pick up a magazine article about this. It described 

the beneficial chemicals that are released into the body when we laugh. A 

broken spirit is a deep hurt. We do not want to be the cause of a broken 

spirit. 

 

17:23. A wicked man taketh a gift out of the bosom to pervert the 

ways of judgment.  

 

17:24. Wisdom is before him that hath understanding; but the eyes of 

a fool are in the ends of the earth.  

      God wants us to keep wisdom before our eyes. A fool’s eyes wander 

around everywhere. We should follow after wisdom and not follow just 

anything that looks good.  

   There are all kinds of voices that speak to us each day. We are to judge 

everything in the light of God’s Word. Last Sunday my wife and I 

changed a few words to a song as we were singing because they were so 

far from the Word of God we just couldn’t sing them. Just because it 
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sounds good doesn’t mean it is right. Twenty or so years ago I heard an 

evangelist talk about a song like this that sounded real good but was 

contrary to the Word. I had never heard the song. Within the last month I 

heard that song on TV in the broadcast of a large church service. It 

sounded good but was contrary to the Word.  

   How about the serenity prayer, “God help me accept the things I cannot 

change.” That sounds good but Jesus said in Mark 11 that if I wanted to 

cast a mountain into the sea, all we have to do is believe it will happen and 

it will happen. There is no Bible reason I cannot change anything.  

   I have seen many people get off into eastern religions trying to blend 

them with Christianity. People say to get real quiet and center on Jesus 

when starting to pray. In Psalm 100, the Bible says to come into God’s 

presence making a lot of noise. It sounds nice to get quiet, but eastern 

religions are the worship of demons and we do not want to use the way to 

contact demons as our way to hear from God.  

   Making a lot of noise, then getting quiet is the best way to hear from 

God; but if we want God to hear us all we need to do is say the name 

“Jesus” and heaven will stop to hear what we have to say. 

 

17:25. A foolish son is a grief to his father, and bitterness to her that 

bare him.  

   This is like Proverbs 17:21. It is sad to see the parents of children who 

do not do the right thing. 

 

17:26. Also to punish the just is not good, nor to strike princes for 

equity.  

   Equity means uprightness. 

 

17:27. He that hath knowledge spareth his words: and a man of 

understanding is of an excellent spirit.  

   Knowledgeable people know when to speak and when not to speak. 

They say things using as few words as possible. 

 

17:28. Even a fool, when he holdeth his peace, is counted wise: and he 

that shutteth his lips is esteemed a man of understanding. 
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   We are to rely on the Holy Spirit to tell us when to speak and when not 

to speak. It is wisely said, “It’s better to be silent and be thought a fool 

than to open one’s mouth and removed all doubt.” 

 

Chapter 18 
18:1. Through desire a man, having separated himself, seeketh and 

intermeddleth with all wisdom.  

18:1. HE WHO willfully separates and estranges himself [from God 

and man] seeks his own desire and pretext to break out against all 

wise and sound judgment. Amplified 

   Hebrews 10:25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 

as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the 

more, as ye see the day approaching. 

   We need other people. We should be in a community of believers. We 

need to be accountable to others. Being in touch with the Holy Spirit and 

other people keeps us from “going off the deep end” and getting “flakey” 

and doing foolish things. We need others to help us see what is real and 

what is fantasy.  

  

18:2. A fool hath no delight in understanding, but that his heart may 

discover itself.  

   A fool doesn’t care about truth or understanding; he just wants everyone 

to know his opinion. 

 

18:3. When the wicked cometh, then cometh also contempt, and with 

ignominy reproach.  

   A wicked man holds everyone in contempt. He does this to his own 

shame. 

 

18:4. The words of a man's mouth are as deep waters, and the 

wellspring of wisdom as a flowing brook.  

   We do not always understand what a person is saying. Anyone married 

knows the importance of understanding one’s spouse. Brook can mean 

torrent, so wisdom can be compared to a flowing torrent.   

 

18:5. It is not good to accept the person of the wicked, to overthrow 

the righteous in judgment. 
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   To be partial, or to accept the wicked and deny the righteous justice, is 

not good. 

 

18:6. A fool's lips enter into contention, and his mouth calleth for 

strokes. 

   Strife comes from the lips of a fool. His mouth invites a beating. 

 

18:7. A fool's mouth is his destruction, and his lips are the snare of his 

soul. 

    It is sad when a person’s words work against him. I was talking to a 

church person who said his aunt had died. He said he had been hoping 

God would heal her. I hope God gives me a billion dollars. If God 

responds to hope and we know he is no respecter of persons, than if he 

healed that lady, he would also have to give me a billion dollars. God does 

not respond to hope and he does not respond to need; he responds to faith. 

If God responded to need, Satan would control Jesus’ ministry. If He 

responded to hope, we would all have gold mines or oil wells in our back 

yards. 

   Ever wonder why Jesus didn’t walk down Main Street in Jerusalem after 

he rose from the dead? He could have startled people into believing in 

him, but there would not have been any faith. Faith is what gets the job 

done, and faith comes by hearing or reading the Word. 

 

18:8. The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into 

the innermost parts of the belly.  

   We all need to refuse to listen to malicious talk. Here it says it will go 

deep into us and hurts us. 

 

18:9. He also that is slothful in his work is brother to him that is a 

great waster.  

   Waste can also mean destroy, corrupt, ruin, rot, decay. Laziness is a 

waste as is excessive TV watching or entertainment. Ouch, God’s getting 

personal! Also, we should work hard at whatever God has given us to do.  

Life Lesson – Hard work and giving equals wealth. 

 

18:10. The name of the LORD is a strong tower: the righteous 

runneth into it, and is safe.  
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   Divine protection is ours but we must declare it, use the name of Jesus 

and put it into action by our works. We need to meditate on Psalm 91 any 

time fear comes over us. 

 

18:11. The rich man's wealth is his strong city, and as an high wall in 

his own conceit.  

   Rich folks rely on their money. Conceit can mean imagination. They 

think their money can take care of everything, but God says that is only in 

their imagination.  

 

18:12. Before destruction the heart of man is haughty, and before 

honour is humility.  

   Pride comes before destruction, and humility before honor.  

   Philippians 2:1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any 

comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and 

mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, 

being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through selfish 

ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others 

better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own 

interests, but also for the interests of others.     

5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being 

in the form of God,did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 

but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, 

and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance 

as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of 

death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly 

exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, 

and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every 

tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 

the Father. NKJV 

   Verse 3 says to consider others better than ourselves. We should think 

like Jesus. He didn’t hold on to his God status. Then he went lower step by 

step. He made himself nothing, became a servant, and then obedient to 

death. God then exalted him, giving him a name above all names, and 

requiring every knee to bow and every tongue to confess that Jesus is 
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Lord. We see Jesus going down and God bringing him up. That is what 

God wants to do in our lives. We humble ourselves and God exalts us.  

   We have to do something with verse 5 and 6. We have divine nature, we 

are a royal priesthood, but we do not use our royalty to rule people but to 

serve them. Humility is accepting what God says about us. I do not enjoy 

calling myself a king and a priest but I am one. I do not enjoy calling 

myself righteous and holy, but I am that also. I may not act holy or 

righteous, but that does not change the fact that I am. God has made me 

holy and righteous; it has nothing to do with my conduct, only his mercy. I 

can use my holy and righteous standing with God to help others. The 

person who made Jesus their lord for the first time one minute ago is just 

as righteous and holy as I am. The only difference is that I know my 

covenant better, and I understand better from experience and study, the 

advantages of being a child of God.  

    2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who 

knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 

 

18:13. He that answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is folly and 

shame unto him. 

   We need to hear all the facts before we start giving answers to people. 

Folly and shame are strong words.  

 

18:14. The spirit of a man will sustain his infirmity; but a wounded 

spirit who can bear? 

   We can strengthen our spirit by prayer, praying in the Spirit, praise, 

reading the Word, and putting ourselves in position to receive from God 

(going to church or other type of Christian teaching times). A strong spirit 

helps us get through hard times.  

 

18:15. The heart of the prudent getteth knowledge; and the ear of the 

wise seeketh knowledge.  

   This verse may be a good way to do a spiritual check-up on ourselves. 

How much time we spend to seek and get knowledge, and how strongly 

we desire it, is one kind of spiritual thermometer on ourselves. 

 

18:16. A man's gift maketh room for him, and bringeth him before 

great men.  



164 
 

 

18:17. He that is first in his own cause seemeth just; but his neighbour 

cometh and searcheth him.  

   The first person you hear from seems right until the other side presents 

his case. Just because you read it or hear it doesn’t mean it is true. We 

should not form opinions on just one source. We need to check it out. This 

is being written during a presidential campaign and all kinds of things are 

being said.  

 

18:18. The lot causeth contentions to cease, and parteth between the 

mighty.  

   We can flip a coin to settle a dispute and keep from getting into a fight. 

A Christian should back off and let the other person have his way. It is 

better to lose than get into strife. 1Corinthians 6:7 Now therefore, it is 

already an utter failure for you that you go to law against one 

another. Why do you not rather accept wrong? Why do you not 

rather let yourselves be cheated? NKJV We can look at the whole 6
th

 

chapter of 1 Corinthians to understand better what is happening.  

 

18:19. A brother offended is harder to be won than a strong city: and 

their contentions are like the bars of a castle.  

 

18:20. A man's belly shall be satisfied with the fruit of his mouth; and 

with the increase of his lips shall he be filled. 

   Mark 11:23 For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto 

this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and 

shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which 

he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. 

   Here Jesus is saying that we can have whatever we say if we believe. 

Words are the fruit of what is inside of us. Our words will bring increase 

and fulfillment. We can take a physical approach, fruit and harvest of a 

man’s mouth will fill his stomach. Amplified goes more spiritual saying a 

man’s moral self is fulfilled as a consequence of words he must accept. 

My paraphrase would be that words will meet your needs. 

 

18:21. Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that 

love it shall eat the fruit thereof.  



165 
 

   The power of our words can bring life or death. We are going to eat the 

fruit of our words. Love and appreciate the gift of speech and it will do 

you much good.  

Life Lesson – Always say things that are positive and build people up.  

 

18:22. Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing, and obtaineth 

favour of the LORD.  

   My wife objected to being called a thing; the word “thing” was put in by 

the translators. A better translation would be “finds good” (“real good” is 

even better).  The word used has a lot of meanings. If you think of all the 

words for “good”, that would be what the word means. 

 

18:23. The poor useth intreaties; but the rich answereth roughly.  

 

18:24. A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and there 

is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother. 

18:24. The man of many friends [a friend of all the world] will prove 

himself a bad friend, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a 

brother. Amplified 

   Amplified is a much better translation. 

 

Proverbs 19 
19:1. Better is the poor that walketh in his integrity, than he that is 

perverse in his lips, and is a fool.  

   Life works better when we live a life of integrity. And for the Christian 

that means not only “not sinning” but also walking in love. We should 

note how speech and foolishness are mentioned together. 

    

19:2. Desire without knowledge is not good, and to be overhasty is to 

sin and miss the mark. Amplified 

  Sin in Greek or Hebrew means to miss the mark. Our zeal needs to be 

controlled by wisdom and knowledge; but not to the extent that we 

discount or not use our zeal.  

Romans 12:6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is 

given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion 

to our faith; 7 or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who 

teaches, in teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, 
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with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, 

with cheerfulness. NKJV 

  We have underlying motivational gifts and we see problems through the 

eyes of our spiritual gift. A person may have a financial problem. A 

person with the gift of giving may automatically try to meet the need with 

money, but the Holy Spirit may want that person to hear a word of 

prophecy to solve his problem. This is why we need to listen to the Holy 

Spirit.    

    

19:3. The foolishness of man perverteth his way: and his heart fretteth 

against the LORD.  

   As I write this it is 6:30 in the morning, and so far today I haven’t 

blamed anything bad on God. However, day before yesterday I did blame 

car trouble on God before I checked myself. We do have a tendency to 

blame God for our problems. This verse says a fool messes up his life and 

then gets mad at God.  

    

19:4. Wealth maketh many friends; but the poor is separated from his 

neighbour.  

   A poor man needs us to be his friend. 

    

19:5. A false witness shall not be unpunished, and he that speaketh 

lies shall not escape.  

   We need to always speak the truth; we do not want to be in a place 

where there is no escape. 

Oh what a tangled web we weave, when first we practice to deceive! 

 Sir Walter Scott 

 

   19:6. Many will intreat the favour of the prince: and every man is a 

friend to him that giveth gifts.  

   Here is an interesting way to look at this verse: If you want a lot of 

friends give a lot of gifts. We look at buying friends as a negative thing, 

but this verse may have a positive lesson for us. We shouldn’t be foolish 

or go overboard on this. 
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19:7. All the brothers of the poor hate him; How much more do his 

friends go far from him! He may pursue them with words, yet they 

abandon him. NKJV 

   A poor man needs us to be his friend. 

. 

19:8. He that getteth wisdom loveth his own soul: he that keepeth 

understanding shall find good.  

   If I love myself, I will get wisdom. If I want to find good, I will keep 

understanding. This is what all this writing is about; I am looking for ways 

to find good things for myself.  

    

19:9. A false witness shall not be unpunished, and he that speaketh 

lies shall perish.  

   Liars will not escape, will not go unpunished, and will perish. This is not 

where I want to be.  

    

19:10. Luxury is not fitting for a fool, Much less for a servant to rule 

over princes. NKJV 

 

19:11. The discretion of a man deferreth his anger; and it is his glory 

to pass over a transgression. 

   Just yesterday I got angry with another driver. I caught myself quickly, 

but it shows me that there are things in the world that can quickly make 

me mad. There is nothing that is so bad that losing your temper won’t 

make is worse. We need the peace that Jesus can give us. We say in the 

Lord’s Prayer “Forgive us our debts as we forgive others.” This is not just 

something nice to say. We need to practice forgiveness. Unforgiveness 

stops our faith (see Mark 11).  

  Acts 7:59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, 

Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 60 And he kneeled down, and cried with 

a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had 

said this, he fell asleep. 

   Acts 6:15 And all that sat in the council, looking stedfastly on him, 

saw his face as it had been the face of an angel. 

   Stephen’s response to people stoning him was to make sure that God 

forgave them for what they were doing. Paul was in the crowd, and 

Stephen’s forgiveness gave Jesus the opportunity to appear to Paul.  
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   It also affected Stephen’s appearance.  

Life Lesson – The love walk and peace of Jesus will make us look better. 

People will be drawn to the love of Jesus in us.  

 

19:12. The king's wrath is as the roaring of a lion; but his favour is as 

dew upon the grass.  

    

19:13. A foolish son is the calamity of his father: and the contentions 

of a wife are a continual dropping.  

    

19:14. House and riches are the inheritance of fathers: and a prudent 

wife is from the LORD.  

   My wife and I were at a marriage retreat and the leader asked each of us 

to say a good quality about our spouse. I said I liked the fact that I could 

always count on her to do the right thing. That is a prudent wife, and I 

have thanked God for her many times.  

 

19:15. Slothfulness casteth into a deep sleep; and an idle soul shall 

suffer hunger.  

   God wants people to work hard. As stated before, we work hard to make 

money to help the poor. God does not want us to have an idle mind. He 

wants us learning and growing. When we do not guard what comes into 

our mind, we open a door for Satan to put all kinds of things in us.  

 

19:16. He that keepeth the commandment keepeth his own soul; but 

he that despiseth his ways shall die.  

   We are flesh, soul, and spirit. The spirit is where God communicates 

with us and it is the part that is reborn. The flesh is what is in contact with 

the physical world. The soul is the mind, intellect and emotions. Keeping 

God’s commandments keeps our soul in good shape. Our mind, intellect 

and emotions are damaged by sin. 

   Some people do not care about what is good for them or what is good for 

others. This attitude leads to death.  

 

19:17. He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the LORD; and 

that which he hath given will he pay him again.  
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   Giving to the poor will not cost me a nickel. God will return to me every 

penny I give to the poor. If we study this and other giving verses, we will 

build up our faith and will always be ready to give without concern of the 

cost.  

 

19:18. Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare 

for his crying.  

    God wants order and peace in our homes. If we give in to our child’s 

crying the only thing the child will learn is that parents give in to crying. 

We will get more crying. We do our children no favors if our criteria for 

how to relate to them is, “anything to keep them from being upset”.  

 

19:19. A man of great wrath shall suffer punishment: for if thou 

deliver him, yet thou must do it again. 

   A person with a quick temper is going to get in trouble over and over.  

 

19:20. Hear counsel, and receive instruction, that thou mayest be wise 

in thy latter end. 

   If we want wisdom and success, we have to listen to people and receive 

instruction. 

 

19:21. There are many devices in a man's heart; nevertheless the 

counsel of the LORD, that shall stand.  

   We can have a lot of good ideas but it is the leadership of the Holy Spirit 

and the word of God that bring success. That is what lasts forever.  

 

19:22. The desire of a man is his kindness: and a poor man is better 

than a liar.  

   We want kindness and love from other people and other people want 

that from us.  

 

19:23. The fear of the LORD tendeth to life: and he that hath it shall 

abide satisfied; he shall not be visited with evil.  

   Again we see that the fear of the Lord leads to life and satisfaction. It 

will keep us from evil. 
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19:24. A slothful man hideth his hand in his bosom, and will not so 

much as bring it to his mouth again. 

   A lazy person will leave his hand in the dish; he is too lazy to pick up his 

food. This could refer to a person who is satisfied with making some 

money and living off it for a while, rather than continuously working and 

receiving a steady income. 

 

19:25. Smite a scorner, and the simple will beware: and reprove one 

that hath understanding, and he will understand knowledge.  

   Punish an arrogant talker and people will pay attention to their ways. An 

understanding person will view rebuke as an opportunity to learn. 

 

19:26. He that wasteth his father, and chaseth away his mother, is a 

son that causeth shame, and bringeth reproach.  

   Shame comes to those who mistreat their parents.  

 

19:27. Cease, my son, to hear the instruction that causeth to err from 

the words of knowledge.  

   We must stay in the Word of God our whole life. If we don’t stay in the 

Word, we will make mistakes in our dealing with people and situations. 

Not only that, but we must avoid hearing anything contrary to God’s word.  

  

19:28. An ungodly witness scorneth judgment: and the mouth of the 

wicked devoureth iniquity.  

 

19:29. Judgments are prepared for scorners, and stripes for the back 

of fools. 

   I do not want to come under judgment and I do not want punishment.  

 

Chapter 20 
20:1. Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is 

deceived thereby is not wise.  

   Alcohol equals not wise. Wine mocks and deceives the drinker. When 

beer commercials come on TV they show a group of happy people having 

a great time. They do not show someone drunk lying in the street. They 

don’t show the brain or liver of a heavy drinker. They don’t show the 

bodies of the 12,998 people that died in 2007 because of drunk drivers.  
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20:2. The fear of a king is as the roaring of a lion: whoso provoketh 

him to anger sinneth against his own soul.  

   Making a ruler mad is a bad idea and is self-destructive.  

    
20:3. It is an honour for a man to cease from strife: but every fool will 

be meddling.  

   To stop an argument, all a person has to do is stop talking. I had an 

employee that talked behind another employee’s back. She told my father 

who then told me. When my dad told me, I quickly called both the person 

that made the allegation and the one who it was made against into my 

office. The allegation was proved false, everyone was humiliated, and that 

person did not stir up strife again. 

Life Lesson – Don’t meddle in other people’s business; just mind your 

own business.   

 
20:4. The sluggard will not plow by reason of the cold; therefore shall 

he beg in harvest, and have nothing.  

   Here is a good one. How many times have I not gone to work in my 

garage or outside because it was too cold or too hot? I would rather not 

say. 

 

20:5. Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water; but a man of 

understanding will draw it out.  

   We need to dig deep to see what is inside of us. We need to make sure 

our spirit and the Holy Spirit are working together. We can look inside 

ourselves to get answers to questions. A smart person takes the time to dig 

deep before making a decision.  

 

20:6. Most men will proclaim everyone his own goodness: but a 

faithful man who can find?  

   We all think we are good people and love those around us, but are we 

consistently, faithfully good to our friends and family?  

 

 20:7. The just man walketh in his integrity: his children are blessed 

after him.  
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   If we want our children to be blessed, we must walk in righteousness, 

justice, and integrity. 

 

20:8. A king that sitteth in the throne of judgment scattereth away all 

evil with his eyes.  

 

20:9. Who can say, I have made my heart clean, I am pure from my 

sin? 

  

20:10. Divers weights, and divers measures, both of them are alike 

abomination to the LORD.  

   God does not like us cheating in business deals. Not only is it unjust to 

the other person, but it shows a lack of faith on our part. If we believe that 

God is our source, then we don’t need to cheat and get every nickel out of 

every business deal. Our faith is in God, not in our ability to make money.  

 

20:11. Even a child is known by his doings, whether his work be pure, 

and whether it be right.  

 

20:12. The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the LORD hath made even 

both of them.  

 

20:13. Love not sleep, lest thou come to poverty; open thine eyes, and 

thou shalt be satisfied with bread.  

   God will get involved with us in our work. If we work hard, God will 

make sure we have plenty of food. 

 

20:14. It is naught, it is naught, saith the buyer: but when he is gone 

his way, then he boasteth.  

   God does not want us to be deceptive when buying from someone. I 

don’t try to get someone to lower their price. If God is our source we don’t 

have to try to make a deal. If something is on sale at a lower price, count it 

as a blessing. As givers who view God as their source, we should expect to 

find good value in what we buy.   

 

20:15. There is gold, and a multitude of rubies: but the lips of 

knowledge are a precious jewel. 
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   The God who spoke the universe into existence says that being able to 

speak knowledge is as valuable as gold or a lot of rubies.  

  

20:16. Take his garment that is surety for a stranger: and take a 

pledge of him for a strange woman. 

   Here God is saying not to get financially involved with people you don’t 

know or with wayward women. If you do, you deserve to lose your 

money. 

 

20:17. Bread of deceit is sweet to a man; but afterwards his mouth 

shall be filled with gravel.  

   If we make money by deceiving someone, at first it seems good, but it 

ends up like a mouthful of gravel. 

 

20:18. Every purpose is established by counsel: and with good advice 

make war.  

   When we make plans, we should get a lot of input from people that 

know more than us.  

 

20:19. He that goeth about as a talebearer revealeth secrets: therefore 

meddle not with him that flattereth with his lips. 

   It is best to avoid a person that talks too much and certainly we should 

not tell him anything we don’t want others to know. Also, we should not 

be involved with a person that flatters everyone all the time because he or 

she is likely not truthful.  

     

20:20. Whoso curseth his father or his mother, his lamp shall be put 

out in obscure darkness.  

   I have tried to treat my parents the way I want my children to treat me. 

 

20:21. An inheritance may be gotten hastily at the beginning; but the 

end thereof shall not be blessed. 

   We need to use wisdom when giving money to our children. We want 

them to use their inheritance wisely.  

 

20:22. Say not thou, I will recompense evil; but wait on the LORD, 

and he shall save thee.  
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   God will take care of people who do evil to us. Our job is to love them 

and pray for them. This frees God to deal with them. Look at Jesus and 

Stephen; they forgave their killers.  

 

20:23. Divers weights are an abomination unto the LORD; and a false 

balance is not good. 

 

 20:24. Man's goings are of the LORD; how can a man then 

understand his own way?  

   God orders our steps. We cannot always see what is going to happen, but 

when we look back we can see what God was doing with us.  

 

20:25. It is a snare to the man who devoureth that which is holy, and 

after vows to make enquiry.  

   We need to think carefully when making a vow to God. We do not have 

to make a vow, but when we do, we need to fulfill it. If we declare a fast 

and don’t fulfill it, God is not going to fall off his throne; we need only to 

ask forgiveness and then move on.  

   Keeping our tithe instead of giving it to God is also a snare because the 

10% is holy to God and belongs to him. A farmer is in trouble when he 

has to eat the seed he was going to plant the next season. 

 

20:26. A wise king scattereth the wicked, and bringeth the wheel over 

them.  

   A wise person in authority discerns wicked people and good people and 

gets rid of the wicked. The verse refers to grain, laying it out and 

separating the wheat from the chaff. It is done with a threshing wheel.  

   

20:27. The spirit of man is the candle of the LORD, searching all the 

inward parts of the belly.  

   God communicates with us usually through our spirit. We’ll go through 

a few ways God communicates with us. Always remember God is trying 

to get us all the information we need; he is not holding back. 

   When looking for leadership from the Holy Spirit, the best example I 

ever heard is a harbor in Italy.  To guide boats through the rocks they built 

three light houses. When coming through the harbor, a captain must line 

up all three lights to make them seem as one. If he sees more than one, he 
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is off course. We also line up three things: the inward witness, the word of 

God, and circumstances.  

   God speaks through the inward witness. This is hard to describe, but it is 

when we know that we know. It is a peace on the inside. 

   God speaks through his Word. If we want a word from God, all we have 

to do is open our Bibles. The Holy Spirit will not tell us anything that is 

contrary to the Bible. If we have a particular question, we can look up 

topics and words in the Bible concordance or chain reference that answers 

our question.  

We can also look to circumstances to verify the word God has given us. If 

God told me I was to go to Mexico to help people there, I may sense an 

inward witness and that does line up with the Bible, but circumstances 

would not be right for me to pick up and go immediately. I do not speak 

Spanish, and I am already doing things here that God has led me to do. 

Ten years from now, God may say it is time to go and would arrange 

circumstances for me to go. 

   One person added that we should have Godly counsel from people we 

trust.   

Acts 13:1 Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain 

prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called 

Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought 

up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.  2 As they ministered to the 

Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and 

Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.  3 And when they 

had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them 

away.  

   Here a prophecy was given by the Holy Spirit telling the church to send 

out Barnabas and Saul. The Bible says “for the work whereunto I have 

called them”. It seems as if God had been dealing with them about going 

out because the calling came before the prophecy. Even then they prayed 

and fasted before leaving. The Holy Spirit uses prophets to guide and 

communicate with us, but mostly in a confirming way. It will be 

something God wants us to know ahead of time or something he is dealing 

with us about. Never do anything based on a prophecy alone.  

   A prophet told someone he was to go to South America. That person 

started to get up and go, but before he went, he saw that things were not 

working out, so he backed off. Ten years later, he went. The prophecy was 
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true; he just assumed that God wanted him to go at once which was not the 

case. 

   If the Holy Spirit told me to send $100 to Happy Hill Farm Children’s 

Home, I would not have to spend a lot of time praying to see if I heard 

correctly. There is not a downside to sending them money. If I am wrong, 

I might be out $100 but God would still give me the blessing of the giver 

and I am sure Happy Hill Farm wouldn’t complain. If, on the other hand, I 

believed God wanted me to sell everything and go to Mexico, I had better 

make sure it was from the Holy Spirit and not something in my 

imagination. I could do some real damage to my family and to myself.  

Job 33:14 For God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth it 

not. 15 In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falleth 

upon men, in slumberings upon the bed; 16 Then he openeth the ears 

of men, and sealeth their instruction,  

   God tries to speak to us during the day, and if we don’t hear him, he 

gives us a dream or vision.  

   If we put ourselves in a position to be ministered to, God will get us 

information. If we ask God a question and then watch two football games 

and three basketball games, He will have a hard time getting anything to 

us. If we ask God a question and then read the Bible or watch a TV 

preacher, it makes God’s job really easy. There is a local pastor on the 

radio and I always hear from God through him. I have found that first 

thing in the morning I hear more clearly, probably because my mind is not 

clouded with all kinds of stuff.   

 

20:28. Mercy and truth preserve the king: and his throne is upholden 

by mercy.  

 

20:29. The glory of young men is their strength: and the beauty of old 

men is the grey head.  

   There’s nothing wrong or shameful about looking our age. I recently 

saw a brother-in-law whom I haven’t seen in a while. He said, “I see 

you’ve started dyeing your hair gray.” 

 

20:30. The blueness of a wound cleanseth away evil: so do stripes the 

inward parts of the belly. 



177 
 

   God does not deal with the church the same way he deals with Israel. 

Jesus took stripes on his back for our healing. God can deal with the born 

again man spiritually, but before Jesus, he had to deal physically.  

   Colossians 2:20 Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic 

principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you 

subject yourselves to regulations— 21 “Do not touch, do not taste, do 

not handle,” 22 which all concern things which perish with the 

using—according to the commandments and doctrines of men? 23 

These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed 

religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value 

against the indulgence of the flesh. NKJV 

   In the Middle Ages, men would go around beating themselves with 

whips. They would go from town to town and people would go watch 

them. They were the rock stars of their day. Today people still beat 

themselves. Here God is saying submitting to man-made rules looks good, 

but will not help you to become a better Christian. Most of that is a person 

trying to get God to do something. God does not respond to our works, but 

will always respond to our faith.  

   A person may want to fast to have more time to pray, or give that food 

he didn’t eat to the poor, or to help put down their flesh. That is a good 

thing, and even though it is harsh treatment of the body, they are the ones 

doing it. They are not following man-made rules, but doing what they 

want to do voluntarily and not doing it to somehow win God’s favor. They 

are doing it out of love to keep themselves in good spiritual shape so they 

will be ready to minister to others. 

   One evangelist said he began fasting his newspaper to spend that time in 

the Bible. He said he never went back to the newspaper. He went on to say 

if someone made a rule that you cannot read newspapers, he would go find 

a newspaper and read it.   

 

Proverbs 21 
21:1. The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of 

water: he turneth it whithersoever he will.  
   Years ago, the family business with which I was working owned a 

building near downtown Fort Worth. A group of investors bought all of 

the surrounding vacant buildings and were not going to buy ours because, 

since we had an operating business, it would cost them too much. The 
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problem was that they wanted to block our access to a large street. It 

would require our customers and us to drive around the block to go 

anywhere. We fought them at the Zoning Commission and the Planning 

Commission and lost. I was getting really agitated and we were preparing 

to go before the City Council. I finally remembered this verse and asked 

God to handle this, then relaxed. We were relating what was happening 

with one of our customers. This customer began contacting members of 

the City Council. We had almost all of them on our side. The mayor told 

the developers that they had to settle with us or their project would not be 

approved. Our main contact on the City Council warned us not to steal 

from the developers but to treat them fairly. We settled for a fair price that 

worked out great for us.  

   We can look at anyone in authority over us as the “King” in this proverb. 

God cannot violate their free will but can direct them even if they don’t 

know it. If we submit to those over us, we can trust God to direct them. 

We should daily pray for anyone over us from the president to our pastor, 

parents, or bosses.  

 

21.2. Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD 

pondereth the hearts. 

   Here is why we cannot always let our conscience be our guide. There are 

a lot of examples of Christians violating God’s word with a clear 

conscience. What happens a lot with religious people (we have a 

relationship not a religion) is they view other people’s sins as bad but their 

own sins as -“Well, God understands.” If a person does not understand the 

mercy of God, confessing their sins, and receiving his forgiveness, for 

their own guilt and mental health’s sake, they have to downplay their sins.  

   1 Corinthians 4:3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should 

be judged of you, or of man's judgment: yea, I judge not mine own 

self. 

   Paul says he doesn’t judge himself. I judge myself before Communion 

where God won’t judge me. I don’t spend a lot of time on my motives; I 

let God do that. The Holy Spirit wrote the Bible using a lot of cause and 

effect; do this good thing and this good thing will happen. If I give money 

to someone, is it because I love them, because of my underlying 

motivational Holy Spirit gift of giving, or because I want to get more 

money back from God?  Do I love them because God says everything 
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works through love and doesn’t work without it? (Deuteronomy 28) I 

could go on and on with this, but you get the point. I will let God sort out 

all my motives.  

   1 Corinthians 3:13 For no other foundation can anyone lay than 

that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on 

this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 

each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because 

it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of 

what sort it is. 14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, 

he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer 

loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. NKJV 

    I doubt all my works will be burned up; but if they are, at least I will be 

saved.  

 

21:3. To do justice and judgment is more acceptable to the LORD 

than sacrifice.  

   God wants us to do the righteous and just thing. He likes this better than 

giving something up, doing something we view as sacrificial.    

 

21:4. An high look, and a proud heart, and the plowing of the wicked, 

is sin.  

   All the works of the proud are sin. Pride is what got us all in trouble in 

the first place.  

 

21.5. The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness; but of 

every one that is hasty only to want.  

      Plans of the diligent lead to plenty, but a person who jumps into things 

will come up short. We must avoid “get-rich-quick” schemes. If God 

wants us rich quickly, he can get us money without having to resort a 

scheme. 

    

21.6. The getting of treasures by a lying tongue is a vanity tossed to 

and fro of them that seek death. 

   If a person makes a lot of money by lying to people, that money will be 

like a vapor on the wind; as he goes after it, he will be going after death.  
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21:7. The robbery of the wicked shall destroy them; because they 

refuse to do judgment.     

   The violence of the wicked will sweep them away. They will not do 

what is just.  

 

21:8. The way of man is froward and strange: but as for the pure, his 

work is right. 

21:8. The way of the guilty is exceedingly crooked, but as for the pure, 

his work is right and his conduct is straight. (Amplified)  

 

21:9. It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than with a 

brawling woman in a wide house.  

   When choosing a spouse, make sure that person does not like to stir up 

strife. 

 

21:10. The soul of the wicked desireth evil: his neighbour findeth no 

favour in his eyes.  

    

21:11. When the scorner is punished, the simple is made wise: and 

when the wise is instructed, he receiveth knowledge.  

 

21:12. The righteous man wisely considereth the house of the wicked: 

but God overthroweth the wicked for their wickedness.  

   We should look at what happens to the wicked; this is something we 

should think about. 

 

21:13. Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, he also shall cry 

himself, but shall not be heard.  

   If I want help from God, I want him to respond quickly with an 

abundance of help. I want him to send people to help me.  

   God usually does not rain dollar bills; he must use us to take care of the 

poor. Am I going to help the poor because I want to make sure God helps 

me, or is it out of love and compassion? I don’t know. It’s probably both. I 

am going to try to obey the Holy Spirit and give when he tells me to, and I 

will let God judge my motives. I will also have the attitude of “when in 

doubt, give.” God has had me go through Isaiah 58 time and time again. In 

it are the rewards for the person who helps the poor.   
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21:14. A gift in secret pacifieth anger: and a reward in the bosom 

strong wrath.  

    

21:15. It is joy to the just to do judgment: but destruction shall be to 

the workers of iniquity.  

   This is a good way to look at where we are spiritually; justice is joy to 

the righteous and bad for evildoers.   

 

21:16. The man that wandereth out of the way of understanding shall 

remain in the congregation of the dead. 

   I don’t know what the congregation of the dead is, but I don’t want to be 

in it. 

  

21:17. He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man: he that loveth 

wine and oil shall not be rich.  

  To paraphrase Ben Franklin – What supports a man’s vices would 

support two children.  

 

21:18. The wicked shall be a ransom for the righteous, and the 

transgressor for the upright.  

   Somehow the wicked will pay or cover for the righteous.   

    

21:19. It is better to dwell in the wilderness, than with a contentious 

and an angry woman.  

 

21:20. There is treasure to be desired and oil in the dwelling of the 

wise; but a foolish man spendeth it up.  

   Valuable things and good food will be in the house of the wise. A 

foolish man spends all he has as soon as he gets it. Our treasure should be 

in heaven; however, as we give, God returns it to us. We will end up with 

nice things but they will be things we can use. Just because our treasure is 

in heaven doesn’t mean we cannot use it. It is ours, and we can ask God to 

give it to us.  

   My bank account has my name on it and it belongs to me. Ten percent of 

my income belongs to God; if I have given God his part, I am square with 

God. If God wants any more of my money, he can have it by asking. What 
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I don’t like is people saying it all belongs to God and not tithing. If it is 

God’s money, why do they spend it on themselves? I would think they 

should ask God before they buy even a piece of gum with his money. 

People who want to hold on to their money and not give any of it to 

anyone usually say that. 

   The way we develop faith in God’s financial system is by going over the 

giving verses again and again.  

 

21:21. He that followeth after righteousness and mercy findeth life, 

righteousness, and honour.  

   I want to look at each word in this verse: 

Follow-pursue, run after, aim to secure, chase 

Righteousness-also justice 

Mercy-goodness, kindness, faithfulness 

Finds-attains  

Life-green, flowing, fresh, lively, active, reviving 

Honor-glory, abundance. The root of the word means to be heavy with. 

   Going to a Hebrew or Greek Concordance and different translations of 

the Bible gives us a deeper understanding of each verse. Had I not gone 

through the Strong’s Concordance word by word, I would not have known 

that we need to run after righteousness, not just kind of stroll along after it. 

 

21:22. A wise man scaleth the city of the mighty, and casteth down the 

strength of the confidence thereof.  

   God’s wisdom, that is available to each of us, will either knock down or 

help us get over any wall that Satan or any person puts in our way.  

   The book of Proverbs was written to the Jews. God’s wisdom is 

available to anyone who asks for it; you don’t have to be a Christian. If a 

non-Christian asks God for wisdom, the first thing God will show him is 

the new birth. 

 

21:23. Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul from 

troubles.  

   The word “keeps” can mean guard. If we can guard our speech and keep 

our mouths shut, we can avoid trouble and not say things we will regret 

later.  
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21:24. Proud and haughty scorner is his name, who dealeth in proud 

wrath.  

    

21:25. The desire of the slothful killeth him; for his hands refuse to 

labour.  

   A person who isn’t willing to work will end up stealing. This will 

destroy him. 

 

21:26. He coveteth greedily all the day long: but the righteous giveth 

and spareth not.  

   Greedy people covet all the time; they are unhappy all the time because 

they never have enough. Givers are looking for people to bless. This 

makes them happy.  

 

21:27. The sacrifice of the wicked is abomination: how much more, 

when he bringeth it with a wicked mind?  

 

21:28. A false witness shall perish: but the man that heareth speaketh 

constantly.  

 

21:29. A wicked man hardeneth his face: but as for the upright, he 

directeth his way.  

   A wicked man puts on a bold face. An upright man thinks about what he 

is doing and controls his actions. Self-discipline is a fruit of the Spirit. We 

can develop this in our lives by prayer, praise, and receiving God’s word. 

 

21:30. There is no wisdom nor understanding nor counsel against the 

LORD.  

   I took a peek at the end of the Bible. We win! Nothing will beat or 

succeed against the Lord. 

 

21:31. The horse is prepared against the day of battle: but safety is of 

the LORD. 

   Psalm 127:1 Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain 

that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh 

[but] in vain. 
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   One time I accidentally locked my family out of our house. My first 

reaction was to call a locksmith, but I realized it would be cheaper to 

knock off the facing on the door in our garage. When I hit the door, it 

opened without breaking the facing. Any bad guy could have got in our 

house the same way. I could add more locks to that door and it would slow 

somebody down for 30 seconds, but it would also tear the door apart. The 

hard fact is I cannot protect myself or my family. So the best thing we can 

do is let God protect us.  

   The way we do this is first go through all the verses in the Bible that 

have to do with God’s protection such as Psalm 91. Then go over them 

again and again until faith is built up inside us. In time, we will learn to 

rest in the Lord and we will have great peace. 

   One evening I was the last one to go to bed. My wife likes to have the 

doors locked at night. Even if I didn’t worry or care, love always trumps 

theology. As I was getting up to go to bed I thought I would check to see if 

the back door was locked. All of a sudden, fear swept over me. I thought if 

I don’t get the door locked, someone might come in and kill us all. (This 

was the same door I easily got in without a key.) My first move was to 

take a step toward the door, and then I caught myself and stopped. The 

fear was so strong and irrational, I knew it was Satan trying to make me 

respond to fear. He had overplayed his hand. I turned and went to bed 

without checking the door. I will lock a door out of love for my wife but I 

will not lock a door out of fear. 

 

Proverbs 22 
22:1. A Good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and 

loving favour rather than silver and gold.  

  Isaiah 58:10 If you extend your soul to the hungry And satisfy the 

afflicted soul,  

Then your light shall dawn in the darkness,  

And your darkness shall be as the noonday. NKJV  

  Isaiah 58:12 Those from among you Shall build the old waste places; 

You shall raise up the foundations of many generations; And you shall 

be called the Repairer of the Breach,  

The Restorer of Streets to Dwell In. NKJV 

    God has had me go over Isaiah 58 numerous times. The whole chapter 

is full of great promises to the person who spends himself or herself on 
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behalf of the poor, hungry or oppressed. One of the promises is to have a 

good name. Not only will I have a good name but also my children (those 

from among you) will be builders and have a good name. That is a 

wonderful inheritance to leave to our children.  

 

22:2. The rich and poor meet together: the LORD is the maker of 

them all.  

 

22:3. A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the 

simple pass on, and are punished.  

      God’s wisdom can show us when bad things are about to happen to us. 

Simple people suffer because they cannot hear the Holy Spirit, or if they 

hear, will not act on what they hear.  

   Just as I was thinking about a good name for my family and me, I ran 

into this verse and decided God wanted me to share a bad thing that 

happened to me. I was going to meet some people with my wife and one 

of our children when I had a tire blowout. The Holy Spirit had said to me 

numerous times to get that tire replaced because almost all its tread was 

gone. (You might note that the same thing happened three years earlier 

and I related the incident earlier in the book.) When I was telling this in 

the car afterward my wife asked, “What did you say to the Holy Spirit 

when he said that?” I told her, “I told him the same thing I tell you all the 

time, ‘yeah, yeah, yeah I’ll get to it sometime.” Only the future will tell 

whether I learned anything from the two experiences.  

   Being the smart guy that I am, it dawned on me after a little while to 

pray for help since I was in nice clothes and was having trouble with the 

lug nuts. (As I am writing this I remember that I have been putting off 

buying a better lug wrench and jack, so I think I will do it this morning. 

Maybe I am learning something.) Shortly after I prayed, a tow truck pulled 

up. I asked the man what he would charge me for changing my tire. He 

said he would not charge me anything. After he got the tire changed, we 

discovered the jolt had knocked a fan loose. I said it looked like he would 

get a tow anyway. But instead he was able to do a temporary fix on the fan 

and we were able to drive away. 

   We were meeting friends of my daughter to take her back to school and I 

told them the same thing I told my wife and daughter. A good parent will 

always teach when there is an opportunity.  
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   Another promise in Isaiah 58 is that when you care for the poor, God’s 

got your back, so nothing can attack you from behind. 

  Isaiah 58:8 Then your light shall break forth like the morning, Your 

healing shall spring forth speedily, And your righteousness shall go 

before you; The glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. NKJV 

 

22:4. By humility and the fear of the LORD are riches, and honour, 

and life.  

   Continuing from above, a good cause-and-effect person will put these 

verses together and do some things. If I want riches, honor, and life I must 

fear the Lord and humble myself. I would rather humble myself than let 

God do it. So you get the value of my experience without a flat tire. And 

you see that I am a normal person and even though I know some things, I 

still do dumb stuff.  

 

22:5. Thorns and snares are in the way of the froward: he that doth 

keep his soul shall be far from them.  

   Froward means twisted.  

   The thing about the Christian life is that, most of the time it is easier 

than living a twisted life. The Bible has all we need for righteousness, 

peace, and joy. Guarding our souls keeps us away from thorns and snares.  

 

22:6. Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he 

will not depart from it.  

   We don’t just teach children we also train them. We trained our children 

by making them tithe as soon as they started getting an allowance. I 

wouldn’t let them steal from a store and I am certainly not going to let 

them steal from God. As they got older, I taught them from the Bible 

about how God wanted us to have a giving lifestyle. I also taught about the 

promises to the tither and giver to build up faith in their spirit. Now as 

adults they don’t even think of not tithing.  

    

22:7. The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the 

lender.  

   Before you borrow money, remember that you become a servant to the 

person you borrow from.  
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   I heard it put this way - When we borrow money, we are spending 

tomorrow’s prosperity and we also have to pay interest on it. 

   Deuteronomy 28:12 The LORD shall open unto thee his good 

treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, and 

to bless all the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many 

nations, and thou shalt not borrow. 

   One of the promises of walking the love walk is you shall lend and not 

borrow. 

   Romans 13:8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he 

that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. 

   It’s great not to owe anybody money. We never completely fulfill the 

debt of love. 

 

22:8. He that soweth iniquity shall reap vanity: and the rod of his 

anger shall fail. 

22:8. He who sows iniquity will reap calamity and futility, and the rod 

of his wrath [with which he smites others] will fail. (Amplified)  

    

22:9. He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed; for he giveth of his 

bread to the poor.  

   “Bountiful eye” is an attitude. Eye can be physical or spiritual. Bountiful 

can mean: good, pleasant, agreeable, appropriate, rich, happy, prosperous, 

kind and right. It is a feeling of contentment and that all’s right with our 

life. This positive attitude will overflow by the person giving to the poor 

and thanking God for all he has done for us.   

 

22:10. Cast out the scorner, and contention shall go out; yea, strife 

and reproach shall cease.  

   Matthew 18:17 And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the 

church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an 

heathen man and a publican. 

   In Matthew 18:15-19, we see that Jesus does not want any strife in the 

church. He didn’t say that the person was an unbeliever, but he said to 

treat him like he was. There is power in unity and we must keep strife out 

of our lives. 
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   Leviticus 26:8 And five of you shall chase an hundred, and an 

hundred of you shall put ten thousand to flight: and your enemies 

shall fall before you by the sword.  

   There is power in unity. That is why Satan wants strife in our families 

and churches. 

 

22:11. He that loveth pureness of heart, for the grace of his lips the 

king shall be his friend.  

   People like positive people who speak good things. 

 

22:12. The eyes of the LORD preserve knowledge, and he 

overthroweth the words of the transgressor.  

 

22:13. The slothful man saith, There is a lion without, I shall be slain 

in the streets.  

   The lazy person always has an excuse for not working.   

 

22:14. The mouth of strange women is a deep pit: he that is abhorred 

of the LORD shall fall therein.  

   Don’t even get within hearing distance of “ladies of the night”. 

 

22:15. Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of 

correction shall drive it far from him.  

   One of our children was acting foolish and we quoted the verse to 

him/her. We were not going to spank the child; we only wanted to give a 

warning. Our young child got mad at us for not letting him know sooner 

that God did not want foolishness in a child. 

 

 22:16. He that oppresseth the poor to increase his riches, and he that 

giveth to the rich, shall surely come to want.  

 

22:17. Bow down thine ear, and hear the words of the wise, and apply 

thine heart unto my knowledge.  

   We should listen to wise people and keep knowledge deep inside us. 

 

22:18. For it is a pleasant thing if thou keep them within thee; they 

shall withal be fitted in thy lips.  
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   When we get God’s word deep inside us, life is pleasant.  

    Luke 6:45 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart 

bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil 

treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the 

abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh. 

   What is inside of us will come out in our speech. We will say what God 

says because we will have his word on our lips ready to be used. 

 

22:19. That thy trust may be in the LORD, I have made known to thee 

this day, even to thee.  

   As we trust in the Lord, he will teach us. We sometimes get the feeling 

that God is trying to make things hard for us. He’s not; he wants to get us 

all the wisdom, knowledge and understanding we can handle. As we grow 

in faith in the mercy of God, he will show us as much about ourselves as 

he can. I tell God that I want to know when I am not doing the right thing. 

I want to know God’s will and if I am out of God’s will, I want to know it.  

   One day a person called me asking if I would help on the next Saturday 

doing field maintenance at our children’s youth association. I answered, “I 

don’t do field maintenance.” (I print for free and do other things.) He 

asked me over and over what I meant when I said that I don’t do field 

maintenance. He was surprised I didn’t say I was busy, or that I would do 

it, and then not show up. I have had people at church do the same thing. 

They always ask if I want to pray about it and I always say no. God can 

always correct me if he wants to.  

    

22:20. Have not I written to thee excellent things in counsels and 

knowledge,  

 

22:21. That I might make thee know the certainty of the words of 

truth; that thou mightest answer the words of truth to them that send 

unto thee?  

   God has told us everything we need to know to live a successful, 

pleasant life. We can have answers to any questions that come up.  

 

22:22. Rob not the poor, because he is poor: neither oppress the 

afflicted in the gate:  
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22:23. For the LORD will plead their cause, and spoil the soul of those 

that spoiled them.  

   God is on the side of the defenseless and poor. We are not to deny 

justice because a person is poor. God will plunder or deny life to any 

person who oppresses the defenseless. That’s the negative side. Let’s look 

at the positive side or “What’s in it for us.” 

    Psalm 41:1 Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the LORD will 

deliver him in time of trouble.   

     2 The LORD will preserve him, and keep him alive; and he shall be 

blessed upon the earth: and thou wilt not deliver him unto the will of 

his enemies.   

    3 The LORD will strengthen him upon the bed of languishing: thou 

wilt make all his bed in his sickness.  

   “Considers” is an attitude. It can mean to understand, to cause to 

prosper, to teach, to look or have insight, or to have success. This is a 

lifestyle, not just giving a bum a dollar or voting for a politician who gives 

lip service to helping the poor.  

   I had never looked up the word “considers” in a Hebrew dictionary; I 

just thought it meant to think about. I have a new promise to stand on. I 

have in the past said that since I thought about and helped the poor, God 

should heal any sickness I was feeling. But it is better than that. I once 

taught tithing and giving at the local rescue mission and hired people that 

lived there. And I have hired prisoners or just-released prisoners. 

Therefore, I can expect the following: deliverance in time of trouble, to be 

preserved and kept alive, to be blessed on the earth, deliverance from my 

enemies, to be strengthened in sickness and restored from my bed of 

illness. It makes me want to go find a poor person and teach them to tithe.  

       

22:24. Make no friendship with an angry man; and with a furious 

man thou shalt not go:  

 

22:25. Lest thou learn his ways, and get a snare to thy soul. 

  

22:26. Be not thou one of them that strike hands, or of them that are 

sureties for debts.  
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22:27. If thou hast nothing to pay, why should he take away thy bed 

from under thee?  

   All of Proverbs is practical advice. Here we see that we are not to hang 

out with angry people and not to co-sign other peoples’ notes. A person 

could be snared or lose their bed. 

 

22:28. Remove not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers have set.  

   This means not to change property lines to make our property larger. We 

do not have to hurt a person to increase our own wealth. 

 

22:29. Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he shall stand before 

kings; he shall not stand before mean men. 

   “Diligent” can mean quick, prompt, skilled, and ready. “Mean men” are 

men who are obscure, insignificant, and low. All employers are looking 

for diligent employees.  

   A lot is being made of high-level employees making millions of dollars. 

It is hard to find top-level people; if Company A won’t pay them millions, 

Company B will. I have seen high-level people do weird, self-destructive 

things. I have seen incompetent people in very high positions.  

   Diligent, hardworking people will be promoted and their positions will 

be protected.  

   Ecclesiastes 9:10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do [it] with thy 

might;…..  If we see something that needs to be done, we need to do it 

 

Proverbs 23 
23:1. When thou sittest to eat with a ruler, consider diligently what is 

before thee:  

 

23:2. And put a knife to thy throat, if thou be a man given to appetite. 

  

23:3. Be not desirous of his dainties: for they are deceitful meat.  

   We should not envy what rich folks have. We must remember that riches 

are deceitful. Also, rich people face the same problems normal folks do. 

This could also mean to beware of rich, unhealthy foods like pastries.  

 

23:4. Labour not to be rich: cease from thine own wisdom. 
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   “Labor” is also toil or wearing ourselves out. We should not rely on our 

own wisdom. We work for God and he is our source of income. We work 

to get seed to plant by meeting the needs of others. We then reap the fruits 

of our giving.     

  

23:5. Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for riches 

certainly make themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle toward 

heaven.  

   Riches are here today but could be gone tomorrow. We cannot trust in 

them. We can trust in our giving and God’s provision for us. The state of 

the economy does not have to affect our income. When things look bad, 

we should increase our giving. 

   Deuteronomy 8:18 But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for 

[it is] he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his 

covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as [it is] this day. 

   God wants us to have money to put into the Gospel.  

   Proverbs 10:22 The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, and he 

addeth no sorrow with it. 

   2 Corinthians 9:8 And God [is] able to make all grace abound 

toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all [things], may 

abound to every good work: 

   God wants us to have a lot of money so that we can give when he says 

to.  

   Ephesians 4:28 Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him 

labor, working with his hands what is good, that he may have 

something to give him who has need. NKJV 

   We work to have money to meet the needs of others. 

   God wants us to have money. He wants us to work hard. God is our 

source, not our labor or job. He does not want us to depend on our wealth 

or our abilities. He wants us to give whenever he says to.  

 

23:6. Eat thou not the bread of him that hath an evil eye, neither 

desire thou his dainty meats:  

 

23:7. For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he: Eat and drink, saith he 

to thee; but his heart is not with thee.  
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23:8. The morsel which thou hast eaten shalt thou vomit up, and lose 

thy sweet words.  

 

23:9. Speak not in the ears of a fool: for he will despise the wisdom of 

thy words.  

   There are people who will not listen to us and they do what they want to 

do. They are wise in their own eyes. It can break our hearts when we see 

people doing things that hurt themselves. It is sad that God says not to 

waste our time on them. 

 

23:10. Remove not the old landmark; and enter not into the fields of 

the fatherless:  

 

23:11. For their redeemer is mighty; he shall plead their cause with 

thee.  

   Again we see that God is on the side of the poor and defenseless.  

    

23:12. Apply thine heart unto instruction, and thine ears to the words 

of knowledge.  

   After reading this numerous times, it looks like God considers it 

important. 

  

23:13. Withhold not correction from the child: for if thou beatest him 

with the rod, he shall not die.  

 

23:14. Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul 

from hell.  

      We spank our children with a stick, not our hand. This says spanking a 

child keeps him from hell. If we love our children, we will inflect physical 

pain on them in the course of correcting foolish behavior. Good Christian 

books are written with detail on how to discipline and correct children 

with regard to age and differences.  

 

23:15. My son, if your heart is wise,  My heart will rejoice—indeed, I 

myself; NKJV 
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23:16 Yes, my inmost being will rejoice When your lips speak right 

things. NKJV 

    There is no greater thrill for a parent than when a child shows wisdom 

and depth of character.  

 

23:17. Let not thine heart envy sinners: but be thou in the fear of the 

LORD all the day long.  

 

 23:18. For surely there is an end; and thine expectation shall not be 

cut off.  

 

23:19. Hear thou, my son, and be wise, and guide thine heart in the 

way.  

  

23:20. Be not among winebibbers; among riotous eaters of flesh:  

 

 23:21. For the drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty: and 

drowsiness shall clothe a man with rags.  

   Sin costs a lot of money. 

 

23:22. Hearken unto thy father that begat thee, and despise not thy 

mother when she is old. 

  

23:23. Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and 

understanding.  

   Truth, wisdom, instruction, and understanding are worth paying for. 

Once we get them, we must not sell them; we should value them as 

priceless. Last night I was watching Kenneth Copeland on TV. He was 

offering 2 CDs on love for $10. I have purchased some of his tapes before 

and still get them out every once in a while and listen to them. As I listen 

to them over and over, I am always refreshed and gain new insight. 

Christian books, teaching tapes and CDs are some of the best investments 

a person can make. You can read or listen online for free. There is so 

much Word going out that a person does not have any excuse for not being 

well taught.  

   The thing I most thank God for is how well he taught me. (If anyone is 

tempted to think I am some sort of super Christian, the people that know 
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me can set you straight.) I am kind of a boring person because when 

talking to another Christian, I want to have them preach at me or me 

preach at them. I want to put the Word in them or for them to put the 

Word in me. I want to know how God sees things. If I’m not doing things 

right, I want to know, even if I don’t have the self-discipline to change. I 

have grounded myself in the mercy of God to the point where I can judge 

myself without worrying about whether God’s mad at me or not. I know 

God loves me better than I love my children.  

   The parents of the man that shot President Reagan said they were sorry 

and did not realize that their son was in such bad shape. They went on to 

say they loved their child and will stand by him. Recently in the news 

there was a murder that made national headlines and the parents of the 

suspect said they would stand by their son. God will do more for us than 

stand by us; he sent his son to take our punishment and, as far as God is 

concerned, we are guiltless.          

 

23:24. The father of the righteous shall greatly rejoice: and he that 

begetteth a wise child shall have joy of him.  

 

23:25. Thy father and thy mother shall be glad, and she that bare thee 

shall rejoice.  

   If we want to make our mom and dad happy, we should be righteous and 

wise. 

  

23:26. My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my 

ways.  

 

23:27. For a whore is a deep ditch; and a strange woman is a narrow 

pit.  

  

23:28. She also lieth in wait as for a prey, and increaseth the 

transgressors among men.  

   Sexual sin is a deep ditch and a narrow pit; we need to stay as far away 

as we can. When we’re living wisely, avoiding sexual sin, we can expect 

our children to follow our example.   

 



196 
 

23:29. Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath contentions? who 

hath babbling? who hath wounds without cause? who hath redness of 

eyes?  

  

23:30. They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to seek mixed 

wine.  

  

23:31. Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his 

colour in the cup, when it moveth itself aright.  

  

23:32. At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder.  

  

23:33. Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine heart shall 

utter perverse things.  

 

 23:34. Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the midst of the sea, 

or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast.  

  

23:35. They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and I was not sick; they 

have beaten me, and I felt it not: when shall I awake? I will seek it yet 

again. 

   Here is a list of the bad things that happen if we misuse alcohol: 

Woe or a passionate cry of grief or despair 

Sorrow or poverty or misery 

Contentions or strife (We have talked about the destructive nature of 

strife.)  

Babblings or complaints 

Wounds without cause or falling and fighting and not remembering what 

happened 

Redness of eyes or dullness or our face reflects out drunkenness  

Bites like a serpent or more pain than pleasure, best avoided  

Stings like an adder or more pain than pleasure, best avoided  

Your eyes see strange women or have sexual fantasies and see women as 

sex objects; also you lose your natural inhibitions  

Your heart says perverse things or you lose your inhibitions and you lose 

your rational thoughts, speaking without thinking  

You lie down in the midst of the sea or do dumb and dangerous things 
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You lie on a mast top or do dangerous and dumb things 

“Hit me some more; I can’t feel a thing” or stupidity controls your life 

“When can I wake up and start it over again” or the alcohol controls every 

aspect of your life 

 

Proverbs 24 
24:1. Be not thou envious against evil men, neither desire to be with 

them.  

 

24:2. For their heart studieth destruction, and their lips talk of 

mischief.  

   I don’t know about other people, but I catch myself envying evil people 

every once in a while. I have to remind myself of the great things God has 

done for me and what he is planning for me in the future.  

   My wife read the above and said, ”You don’t envy evil do you?” I 

started stammering, “No, no, not really, well, maybe rich people, but I 

know being rich is not evil.” I told her I would take this out, but instead, I 

think I will expand it. I am ashamed to admit this, but yes, evil has come 

out of me and I have envied evil people.  

   Usually, Satan will say to me about something on TV, “Look at all the 

fun those people are having.” Most of time, my response is to remember 

all God has done for me and the thought is gone. 

  

Psalm 103  

1 Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy 

name.  

2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:  

3 Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases;  

4 Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with 

lovingkindness and tender mercies;  

5 Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is 

renewed like the eagle's.  

   The Psalmist is telling his mind to remember all the good things God has 

done.  

 

24:3. Through wisdom is an house builded; and by understanding it is 

established:  
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24:4. And by knowledge shall the chambers be filled with all precious 

and pleasant riches.  

   Does God want everyone to be rich? We know God wants us to have 

and use wisdom. He wants us to build our house correctly. We know God 

wants us to have and use understanding. He wants our house to stand firm. 

We know he wants us to have and use knowledge. The result of using 

wisdom, understanding, and knowledge is precious and pleasant riches. 

God wants us to have wisdom, knowledge, and understanding so that the 

money he gives us will not deceive us or ruin us. It is up to us whether we 

become rich or not. Building a house is like letting God build His 

character in us. 

   I have been asked many times if I am a preacher. People ask this because 

they see that I love God’s Word. The funny thing is, I don’t see myself as 

anything special. The only thing I do is put myself in a position to receive 

from God. Early in my life I realized that the more Word I got inside of 

me and the more I stayed connected to the Holy Spirit, the better my life 

would be.  

   In the Fort Worth-Dallas area this is very easy. We have an abundance 

of Christian TV and radio. If we are in our cars we can listen to Bible 

teaching. If at home, instead of channel surfing the TV, we can find a 

good Bible teacher and let him or her teach us something. It has been said 

in business that if you spend ten minutes a day reading in your field, you 

will become an expert in that field in ten years. This has worked for me. 

When I need to hear from God, it does not take the Holy Spirit much time 

to get me the information I need because it is on the inside of me.     

 

24:5. A wise man is strong; yea, a man of knowledge increaseth 

strength. 

   Wisdom and knowledge are powerful.  

     

24:6. For by wise counsel thou shalt make thy war: and in multitude 

of counsellors there is safety.  

   We need to listen to people. When starting something, we should ask 

people questions. 
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24:7. Wisdom is too high for a fool: he openeth not his mouth in the 

gate. 

   A fool just doesn’t have anything of importance to say. The gate is 

where the elders sat.  

 

24:8. He that deviseth to do evil shall be called a mischievous person.  

 

24:9. The thought of foolishness is sin: and the scorner is an 

abomination to men.  

 

24:10. If thou faint in the day of adversity, thy strength is small.  

   This is how we can judge ourselves: when we are squeezed, what comes 

out? What is on the inside of us will come out when pressured. If the 

Word is inside of us, a faith or praise response will come out. If our Word 

level or prayer level is low, we will faint or fall apart in some way.  

 

24:11. Deliver those who are drawn toward death,  

And hold back those stumbling to the slaughter. NKJV 

    God wants us to warn people if we see they are doing something that 

will hurt them.  

 

 24:12. If you say, “Surely we did not know this,” Does not He who 

weighs the hearts consider it? He who keeps your soul, does He not 

know it? And will He not render to each man according to his deeds? 

NKJV 

    We all have an obligation to know what God wants of us. As we find 

out things in the Bible, we are responsible for them. Any person, who 

wants to do God’s will, will always have more light than they can walk in. 

I have always told God to tell me what I should be doing, even if I am not 

doing the last thing he showed me. I would rather know something I 

should be doing than not know it. I have grounded myself in God’s mercy 

to the point that I don’t feel guilty just because I am not perfect. There is a 

place in Jesus where the only thing you feel guilty about is not feeling 

guilty.  

 

24:13. My son, eat thou honey, because it is good; and the honeycomb, 

which is sweet to thy taste: 
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24:14. So shall the knowledge of wisdom be unto thy soul: when thou 

hast found it, then there shall be a reward, and thy expectation shall 

not be cut off. 

   Wisdom is sweet. The more we live by wisdom, the sweeter life is.  

 

24:15. Lay not wait, O wicked man, against the dwelling of the 

righteous; spoil not his resting place: 

  

24:16. For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again: but the 

wicked shall fall into mischief.  

   I heard it put this way, “It is not three strikes and you’re out for a 

Christian but rather, I get to keep swinging until I hit a home run because 

it is my bat and ball, my daddy (God) is the umpire, and my big brother 

(Jesus) is the coach.” 

  

24:17. Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth, and let not thine heart be 

glad when he stumbleth:  

 

24:18. Lest the LORD see it, and it displease him, and he turn away 

his wrath from him.  

   What about bin Laden or Hitler? What about members of the opposite 

political party?  God has shown me times when I have violated this; for 

example, I did not like Richard Nixon. God told me to start praying for 

him and when I did, my heart softened so I felt sorry for him when he had 

to resign. I got to where I started liking him.  

 

24:19. Fret not thyself because of evil men, neither be thou envious at 

the wicked:  

 

24:20. For there shall be no reward to the evil man; the candle of the 

wicked shall be put out.  

   The word fret is also translated as anger.  

Ephesians 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 

principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 

this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 
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   Our battle is not against evil men but against demonic spirits. We are not 

to get angry or envious of evil people; God will take care of them. We are 

to direct our warfare against the demons driving that person.  

 

24:21. My son, fear thou the LORD and the king: and meddle not 

with them that are given to change:  

 

24:22. For their calamity shall rise suddenly; and who knoweth the 

ruin of them both? 

   This has to do with the rebellious. Don’t join them. 

 

24:23. These things also belong to the wise. It is not good to have 

respect of persons in judgment.  

   Acts 10:34 Then Peter opened [his] mouth, and said, Of a truth I 

perceive that God is no respecter of persons: 

   God treats everyone the same. There is no lucky ticket. If Billy Graham 

wants something from God, he has to get it by faith just like we do.  

   God also does not want us to show favoritism in the way we judge 

people. This is very important in business. For example, we can say we are 

not racist, but racism is very hard to detect in ourselves and we must 

always be on guard against looking at the positive attributes of one person 

and the negative attributes of another.  

 

24:24. He that saith unto the wicked, Thou are righteous; him shall 

the people curse, nations shall abhor him:  

 

24:25. But to them that rebuke him shall be delight, and a good 

blessing shall come upon them.  

 

24:26. Every man shall kiss his lips that giveth a right answer.  

   Let’s just say, people like a person who is honest. 

    

24:27. Prepare thy work without, and make it fit for thyself in the 

field; and afterwards build thine house.  

   We should do first things first. We should do the work that needs to be 

done to establish a secure livelihood before spending time and money on 

secondary things. We need to take care of business. 
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24:28. Be not a witness against thy neighbour without cause; and 

deceive not with thy lips. 

  

24:29. Say not, I will do so to him as he hath done to me: I will render 

to the man according to his work.  

 

24:30. I went by the field of the slothful, and by the vineyard of the 

man void of understanding; 

  

24:31. And, lo, it was all grown over with thorns, and nettles had 

covered the face thereof, and the stone wall thereof was broken down.  

 

24:32. Then I saw, and considered it well: I looked upon it, and 

received instruction.  

 

24:33. Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to 

sleep:  

 

24:34. So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth; and thy want 

as an armed man. 

   God wants us to work hard so that we have more to give to those in 

need. In the physical realm, laziness with no understanding leads to 

poverty. Let’s look at the spiritual realm. 

Verse 30. God wants us to meditate on the Word and not to let it depart 

from our mouths. He wants us to pray without ceasing. Laziness in these 

areas is caused by and leads to being void of understanding. It is a cycle. 

At some point we have to break the cycle and just do what God is telling 

us to do.  

Verse 31. Mark 4: 18 And these are they which are sown among 

thorns; such as hear the word, 19 And the cares of this world, and the 

deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke 

the word, and it becometh unfruitful.   Again we see it is part of the 

cycle. Thorns choke the Word and it becomes unfruitful. Being lazy 

allows Satan to put things in our mind that shouldn’t be there. With our 

wall broken down, anyone can come in and do whatever damage they 

want.  
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Verse 32. The people who will receive instruction can learn by considering 

what they see. 

Verse 33. We all need balance in our lives. Work, leisure, sleep, etc. must 

all be in their proper place. A person who sits around not doing anything 

can get sleepy due to inactivity.  

Verse 34. Poverty will come like a robber, and scarcity like an armed man. 

A robber comes in when we don’t see him and an armed man overpowers 

us. We cannot stop either one. 

 

Proverbs 25 
25:1. These are also proverbs of Solomon, which the men of Hezekiah 

king of Judah copied out.  

 
25:2. It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings 

is to search out a matter. 

   Deuteronomy 29:29 The secret things belong unto the LORD our 

God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our 

children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law. 

   Romans 11:33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 

knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways 

past finding out! 

   As I got into this verse, I found myself getting deeper and deeper into 

the area of God’s revelation of himself and his word. As we study either 

God’s nature or love, we see that they are the same. Since this verse says 

it’s the honor of kings (and I am a king because of Jesus) to search out a 

matter, I am going to try to see if I can understand what God wants to 

show us in Proverbs.  

   It seems obvious to me that if God revealed his glory to me all at once, I 

would probably disintegrate. God’s Word, however, is to be understood 

and we can ask for wisdom.  The Pauline prayers ask God for a deeper 

revelation.  

   I have written out one prayer in my life and I will include that prayer 

here. 

  This is a prayer I wrote for the wedding of someone close to me. This is a 

prayer for all of us not just them. I suggest frequently reading the passage 

in John, then agreeing with Jesus and accepting it for yourself. It would be 
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great for a couple to use as a nightly prayer for a little while into their 

marriage.  

Do you think Jesus got what he prayed for? These are some promises 

Jesus prayed over us. I am not exactly sure what all these mean, but I am 

going to “amen” Jesus’ prayer anyway.   

Jesus, you have given us your word and we accept it. 

Protect us by the power of your name so we may be one as you and the 

Father are one. 

You have given us your word so that we may have the full measure of 

your joy within us. 

We are not of this world, but of the kingdom, the kingdom not of meat and 

drink but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

Protect us from the evil one. 

Sanctify us by the truth; your word is truth. You have sent us into the 

world; sanctify us as you are sanctified. 

Jesus, just as you are in the Father and the Father is in you, keep us in you 

so that the world may see and believe the Good News. 

Jesus, you have given us the glory that God gave you so that we may all 

be one. Bring us to complete unity. 

Jesus, we want to be with you and see the glory the Father has given you. 

Jesus, you have shown the Father to us and will continue to make him 

known so that the love the Father has for you will be in us and you will be 

in us. 

John 17: 6-26 

------------------------------------------------------------- 

These are some of the things I pray over people as led by the Holy Spirit. 

Use your church directory to intercede for people in your church. I also 

use these while driving down the street and praying for businesses as I 

pass by. I have been told there have been books written about the Pauline 

prayers, and it might be good to either study the passages or get one of 

those books. 

Father, I thank you for __ and __ 

Give them a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of you. 

Enlighten them that they may know what is the hope of your calling, the 

riches of the glory of your inheritance and what is the exceeding greatness 

of your power sent to us who believe, that power that raised Jesus from the 

dead and made him sit at your right hand in Heaven. 
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Ephesians 1 

May their love abound more and more in knowledge and all depth of 

insight so that they may be able to discern what is best and may they be 

pure, blameless and filled with the fruit of righteousness until the day of 

Christ. 

Philippians 1: 9-11 

Give them knowledge of your will, with all spiritual wisdom and 

understanding, so that they may live worthy of the Lord and may please 

him in every way by bearing fruit in every good work. Strengthen them 

with all power according to your might, so that they may have endurance 

and patience, joyfully giving thanks to you. 

Colossians 1:9-14 

We pray this so that your name may be glorified in them, according to 

your grace. 

2 Thessalonians 1: 12 

We are confident that he who began a good work in us will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Philippians 1:6 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

   Matthew 16:15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 16 

And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of 

the living God.  17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art 

thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto 

thee, but my Father which is in heaven.  

   God revealed something to Peter. Let’s expect God reveal things to us. 

   Matthew 11:25 At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, 

O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these 

things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. 

   1 Corinthians 2:8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for 

had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  9 

But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 

entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for 

them that love him. 10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his 

Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 

   Here God is quoting Isaiah 64:4 and saying that Satan would not have 

crucified Jesus had he known what the result would be. Satan lost his 
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authority over the Earth and man. In Isaiah it says no one knows what God 

has planned; but in 1 Corinthians, he says it has been revealed to us.  

 

25:3. The heaven for height, and the earth for depth, and the heart of 

kings is unsearchable.  

 

25:4. Take away the dross from the silver, and there shall come forth 

a vessel for the finer.  

   I don’t know much about removing dross from silver but I have removed 

dross from lead. Metal is heated and a chemical added. This burns off 

impurities or separates them and brings them to the top. You then skim off 

the top. What you skim off is called dross. If we let Him, the Holy Spirit, 

will get the things out of our life that are displeasing to God.   

 

25:5. Take away the wicked from before the king, and his throne shall 

be established in righteousness.  

   Who we have around us, or listen to, does matter.  

 

25:6. Put not forth thyself in the presence of the king, and stand not in 

the place of great men:  

 

25:7. For better it is that it be said unto thee, Come up hither; than 

that thou shouldest be put lower in the presence of the prince whom 

thine eyes have seen.  

   Jesus says the same thing (Luke 14:10). Just because you have a great 

idea doesn’t mean you should tell it to anyone. If God wants your opinion 

known, he will have someone ask for it. I have shot my mouth off many 

times and told people what I think, but much more good has come when 

someone has asked my opinion on a subject.  

   God has said to me on occasions that my assessment of the facts were 

correct and I was seeing things correctly; however, he also tells me to keep 

my mouth shut.  

   Mark 1: 35 And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, 

he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed. 36 

And Simon and they that were with him followed after him. 37 And 

when they had found him, they said unto him, All men seek for thee.  
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   Here we see as Jesus was praying, people were trying to find him. Prayer 

seems to be the key to people wanting to listen to what you say.  

 

25:8. Go not forth hastily to strive, lest thou know not what to do in 

the end thereof, when thy neighbour hath put thee to shame.  

   We commonly hear, “I’ll sue.” God is saying don’t be quick to start an 

augment or go to court.  

 

25:9. Debate thy cause with thy neighbour himself; and discover not a 

secret to another: 

  

25:10. Lest he that heareth it put thee to shame, and thine infamy turn 

not away.  

   When there is something we need to deal with involving someone, we 

should go directly to that person and not talk about it with anyone else. 

This says people will think badly of us, not the other person, if we talk 

about him or her.  

 

25:11. A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver. 

   There is no better feeling we can get than when we bless someone with 

our words. We also know how good it is to hear appropriate words of 

encouragement, comfort, or direction.  

   One thing I have seen during my children’s school time is parents 

complaining about something that happened at school. They start by 

putting the teachers or administrators on the defensive and things usually 

get worse. What I have done through the years is look for ways to 

compliment the teacher or the school. You do not have to lie, just dwell on 

the good things. When something comes up that I have needed to 

complain about, the people in the school know I am not a complainer and 

we work together to solve the problem. One of the best lessons I ever 

learned was one day when I was complaining about the referee in one of 

my children’s soccer games. The head of the referees said, “Good, we 

have a referee school starting soon and you can sign up.” Later when I was 

president of the soccer association and a lady was telling me the 

association should do this or that. I said, “I am the president of the 

association and all the workers are volunteers and we have an open spot 
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on the board. She said she didn’t have time. Later I saw her as a team 

mother helping and doing the best she could.  

    

25:12. As an earring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold, so is a wise 

reprover upon an obedient ear.  

   Receiving reproof from a wise person is like receiving gold. 

 

25:13. As the cold of snow in the time of harvest, so is a faithful 

messenger to them that send him: for he refresheth the soul of his 

masters.  

   After a hot Texas summer, I went to Wisconsin for a couple of days and 

the cool weather was refreshing. We should try to bless our employer and 

also pray for the company we work for. God may have given us that job 

just to get us into a position to be a blessing to those around us.  

 

25:14. Whoso boasteth himself of a false gift is like clouds and wind 

without rain. 

   Now people say, “He talks the talk but doesn’t walk the walk.” Years 

ago they said, “He talks a good game.” 

  

25:15. By long forbearing is a prince persuaded, and a soft tongue 

breaketh the bone.  

   We can use this when dealing with any government entity like a school 

system. If we are patient and soft spoken, we can break down resistance 

and persuade the person in authority. God gives divine favor to people 

who respect authority.  

  

25:16. Hast thou found honey? eat so much as is sufficient for thee, 

lest thou be filled therewith, and vomit it. 

  

25:17. Withdraw thy foot from thy neighbour's house; lest he be 

weary of thee, and so hate thee.  

 

25:18. A man that beareth false witness against his neighbour is a 

maul, and a sword, and a sharp arrow.  
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25:19. Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble is like a 

broken tooth, and a foot out of joint.  

 

 25:20. As he that taketh away a garment in cold weather, and as 

vinegar upon nitre, so is he that singeth songs to an heavy heart. 

   This can be compared to 25:11, “word fitly spoken”. Sometimes the best 

thing we can say is nothing, comforting a person with our presence and 

prayers. 

 

25:21. If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he be 

thirsty, give him water to drink: 

  

25:22. For thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, and the LORD 

shall reward thee.  

   Our point is not to burn the guy but bless him, thus, bringing blessing to 

ourselves also. 

Leviticus 16:12 And he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire 

from off the altar before the LORD, and his hands full of sweet 

incense beaten small, and bring it within the vail: 13 And he shall put 

the incense upon the fire before the LORD, that the cloud of the 

incense may cover the mercy seat that is upon the testimony, that he 

die not:  

   The suffering we have to do is not with cancer or broken legs; but God is 

requiring of us to love people no matter what. Our works go up as a 

pleasing aroma. God sees to it that we are rewarded.    

 

25:23. The north wind driveth away rain: so doth an angry 

countenance a backbiting tongue.  

25:23. The north wind brings forth rain; so does a backbiting tongue 

bring forth an angry countenance. Amplified  

 

25:24. It is better to dwell in the corner of the housetop, than with a 

brawling woman and in a wide house.  

 

25:25. As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far 

country.  
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25:26. A righteous man falling down before the wicked is as a 

troubled fountain, and a corrupt spring. 

   When a righteous man yields to the wicked, God says it’s like a polluted 

spring.  

 

25:27. It is not good to eat much honey: so for men to search their own 

glory is not glory.  

   We should not seek our own glory. God will promote and honor us when 

we are ready. 

   

25:28. He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is 

broken down, and without walls. 

   A person who lacks self-control has no defense against Satan. Satan will 

beat him up with sin and guilt.  

 

Proverbs 26 
26:1. As snow in summer, and as rain in harvest, so honour is not 

seemly for a fool.  

   As in 25:27, it’s embarrassing to everyone when people (adults, anyway) 

draw attention to themselves. 

 

26:2. As the bird by wandering, as the swallow by flying, so the curse 

causeless shall not come.  

   We do not need to worry about what people say about us; if it is not 

justified, it will not stick. 

 

26:3. A whip for the horse, a bridle for the ass, and a rod for the fool's 

back. 

   Sometimes the only way a person will do the right thing is by 

punishment. I had a salaried employee who would call in sick a lot. 

Finally, I started docking that person’s pay a day each time they missed, 

and it was amazing how that person’s health improved.  

  

26:4. Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like 

unto him.  

   It is not wise to get into discussions or arguments with foolish people or 

their foolish words.   
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26:5. Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own 

conceit.  

   We should point out a person’s foolishness to make sure he knows that 

we disagree with him. 

 

26:6. He that sendeth a message by the hand of a fool cutteth off the 

feet, and drinketh damage. 

   We are to blame and can’t complain of the outcome if we send someone 

to do something they cannot handle. 

 

26:7. The legs of the lame are not equal: so is a parable in the mouth 

of fools.  

 

26:8. As he that bindeth a stone in a sling, so is he that giveth honour 

to a fool.  

   If we bind a stone into a sling, the rock stays in the sling and it is 

useless. Giving honor to a fool is just as useless. 

 

26:9. As a thorn goeth up into the hand of a drunkard, so is a parable 

in the mouths of fools.  

   If a person is drunk, he cannot feel a thorn going into his hand. A fool 

may say something smart, but he will not know what he is doing and 

won’t take his own advice. 

 

26:10. The great God that formed all things both rewardeth the fool, 

and rewardeth transgressors.  

26:10. [But] like an archer who wounds all, so is he who hires a fool or 

chance passers-by. NKJV 

   The 2
nd

 translation goes better with the previous proverb.  

 

26:11. As a dog returneth to his vomit, so a fool returneth to his folly.  

 

26:12. Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit? there is more hope of 

a fool than of him.  
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   We must not think that we are wise, but we must go to the Word and 

lean not on our own understanding. It is sad to note the part of the verse 

that says there is more hope for a fool. 

 

26:13. The slothful man saith, There is a lion in the way; a lion is in 

the streets.  

   A lazy person always has an excuse for not doing something.  

 

 26:14. As the door turneth upon his hinges, so doth the slothful upon 

his bed.  

   When you know the Bible well, God does not let you get by with much. 

It seems like every time I want to lie in bed in the morning this verse 

comes to mind. I will be lying in bed and turn over and this verse pops 

into my head.   

 

26:15. The slothful hideth his hand in his bosom; it grieveth him to 

bring it again to his mouth.  

26:15. The lazy man buries his hand in the bowl;
 
 

It wearies him to bring it back to his mouth. NKJV 

    Now, that is lazy! We can also say that this person is too lazy to take 

proper care of himself. 

 

26:16. The sluggard is wiser in his own conceit than seven men that 

can render a reason. 

   Lazy people think they are smart. They figure out ways to avoid work 

and think other people are dumb for working so hard. 

  

 26:17. He that passeth by, and meddleth with strife belonging not to 

him, is like one that taketh a dog by the ears.  

   When in doubt, we should mind our own business. The University of 

Texas and The University of Oklahoma play football in Dallas every year. 

There are parties all over downtown Dallas. An Oklahoma fan and a Texas 

fan were starting to get into a fight.  My friend decided he would try to 

keep them from fighting. I guess he didn’t know this verse. Both men 

turned on him and they both hit him. At a soccer game one day, a coach 

and a parent with the same team nearly got into a fight. I was right there 

and stepped between them and pushed both of them back. Just as I was 
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stepping between them, this verse came to me. I didn’t get hit, but I did 

feel stupid. 

 

26:18. As a mad man who casteth firebrands, arrows, and death,  

 

 26:19. So is the man that deceiveth his neighbour, and saith, Am not I 

in sport?  

   God is saying to us that he does not like practical jokes. He compares a 

deceitful joke to a mad man shooting arrows or playing with fire. 

 

26:20. Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out: so where there is no 

talebearer, the strife ceaseth.  

   We can stop strife by keeping our mouths shut. It takes two to argue. A 

man stopped Kenneth Hagin one day after hearing him preach and said to 

him that he didn’t believe a word he said. Hagin said, “That’s your 

problem, not mine.” The man started laughing and said, “You know, 

you’re right. It is my problem and not yours.”    

 

26:21. As coals are to burning coals, and wood to fire; so is a 

contentious man to kindle strife.  

 

26:22. The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down 

into the innermost parts of the belly. 

   If we slug someone, the wounds will heal in a few days. But when we 

wound with words they go down to the center of that person and it is a lot 

harder for those wounds to heal.  

  

26:23. Burning lips and a wicked heart are like a potsherd covered 

with silver dross.  

26:23. Burning lips [uttering insincere words of love] and a wicked 

heart are like an earthen vessel covered with the scum thrown off 

from molten silver [making it appear to be solid silver]. Amplified  

 

26:24. He that hateth dissembleth with his lips, and layeth up deceit 

within him;  

 



214 
 

26:25. When he speaketh fair, believe him not: for there are seven 

abominations in his heart.  

 

26:26. Whose hatred is covered by deceit, his wickedness shall be 

shewed before the whole congregation.  

   Eventually we can see people as they really are. Their words will show 

us what is inside them.    

 

26:27. Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein: and he that rolleth a 

stone, it will return upon him.  

   The famous carton roadrunner and coyote show this; the coyote always 

get the results of the tricks he set up for the roadrunner.   

 

26:28. A lying tongue hateth those that are afflicted by it; and a 

flattering mouth worketh ruin. 

 

Proverbs 27 
27:1. Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest not what a day 

may bring forth. 

   Some people say, “Lord willing” every time they say what they intend to 

do in the future; I guess it’s their way of keeping this verse and James 

4:13-14 in mind.  

   If God says not to do something, it is in our best interest not to do it. I 

heard someone say that we should feel that God has blessed us more than 

anyone ever; we should feel that way but we must always know that it is 

because of God’s grace that we are blessed and not anything we have 

done.  

   As I started this chapter, I didn’t know how I wanted to handle these 

proverbs because they are easy to understand and very straightforward. In 

looking up the word boast, I see references to “boasting in the Lord”. As I 

am writing this, I am listening to Hymns by 4HIM.  Here is a verse in the 

hymn O SACRED HEAD, NOW WOUNDED that really struck me.  

What Thou, my Lord, hast suffered, was all for sinners’ gain; 

Mine, mine was the transgression, but Thine the deadly pain. 

Lo, here I fall, my Savior! ’Tis I deserve Thy place; 

Look on me with Thy favor, vouchsafe to me Thy grace. 
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   I think this prevents us from ever boasting about anything except in 

praise to God. 

   My attitude has been mixed about the cross and passion of Jesus. 

Sometimes it is deep sorrow that I made Jesus endure that pain. At other 

times, I want to yell, jump up and down and run around in circles because 

the God who spoke the universe into existence and his son Jesus loved me 

so much that Jesus went through the passion, the cross, and went to hell so 

I wouldn’t have to.  

 

27:2. Let another man praise thee, and not thine own mouth; a 

stranger, and not thine own lips.  

   We should not let the nice things people say about us stick to us. We 

should not let the negative things people say stick to us either.  

    

27:3. A stone is heavy, and the sand weighty; but a fool's wrath is 

heavier than them both.  

 

27:4. Wrath is cruel, and anger is outrageous; but who is able to stand 

before envy?  

 

27:5. Open rebuke is better than secret love. 

 

27:6. Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy 

are deceitful.  

   Faithful also means: to support, confirm, uphold, nourish, foster-

father/mother, nurse, be carried, sure, lasting, trustworthy, believe. If a 

friend criticizes us, it probably needed to be said.  Maybe we should start 

with the assumption that what they are saying is true.   

 

27:7. The full soul loatheth an honeycomb; but to the hungry soul 

every bitter thing is sweet.  

   When I asked God if there was a spiritual lesson to be gotten from this 

verse or can we spiritualize it in some way, God pointed out a flaw in me. 

I have a tendency to criticize (in my mind, not out loud) sermons that I 

think are too elementary. We all need to go over basics sometimes and 

also there may be people hearing the sermon that have never been taught 
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on that subject. I will not harbor those thoughts again and will embrace 

those sermons and act like they are what I need to be hearing. 

      

27:8. As a bird that wandereth from her nest, so is a man that 

wandereth from his place. 

   We all need to be where we are supposed be when we are supposed to be 

there: Sunday morning church, Sunday night church, Monday morning 

work, Monday night home, and Tuesday start all over again.   

  

27:9. Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart: so doth the sweetness 

of a man's friend by hearty counsel.  

   Again we see that a friend’s earnest counsel is sweet.   

    

27:10. Thine own friend, and thy father's friend, forsake not; neither 

go into thy brother's house in the day of thy calamity: for better is a 

neighbour that is near than a brother far off.  

   We need to be a good friend that can be counted on when needed. 

 

27:11. My son, be wise, and make my heart glad, that I may answer 

him that reproacheth me.  

   When I feel critical of myself or others criticize me, I remember I have 

children that are not just smart, but wise. 

   Here is a good lesson. Note that I just called my children smart and 

wise. Mark 11 says that I can have what I say. Also, because I am in 

authority over them, I can say things over them and expect the things I say 

to come to pass. I pay close attention to what I say about my children.  

 

27:12. A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself; but the 

simple pass on, and are punished.  

 

27:13. Take his garment that is surety for a stranger, and take a 

pledge of him for a strange woman. 

   God doesn’t seem very sympathetic to the person that co-signs a note for 

someone he doesn’t know. 

   

27:14. He that blesseth his friend with a loud voice, rising early in the 

morning, it shall be counted a curse to him.  
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   One translation seems to imply a sinister purpose in the greeting. I think 

God is saying to speak softly early in the morning so as not to be irritating.  

 

27:15. A continual dropping in a very rainy day and a contentious 

woman are alike. 

   Husbands, let’s love our wives so well they have no complaints. 

  

27:16. Whosoever hideth her hideth the wind, and the ointment of his 

right hand, which bewrayeth itself.  

27:16. Whoever restrains her restrains the wind,  

And grasps oil with his right hand. NKJV 

 

27:17. Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of 

his friend.  

   When friends interact, they each grow by listening to one another and 

learning to deal with people’s shortcomings. They both become better for 

the interaction.  

   I have always said my wife is my best friend, but after meditating on this 

verse, I might feel a little different. A spouse is so much more than a 

friend that we cannot really compare the two. With a friend, it is “my 

friend and I”; with my wife, it is “we” or “us”. There is a oneness that is 

so deep that friendship is only a small part. A husband and wife may 

sharpen each other but if that is the largest part of the relationship, they are 

in trouble.  

   A warrior sharpens his sword but mostly he uses it to fight and conquer. 

He also lays it down and has a time of not using it. Only a small amount of 

time is spent sharpening it. However, couples do need to spend time 

working on their relationship.    

 

27:18. Whoso keepeth the fig tree shall eat the fruit thereof: so he that 

waiteth on his master shall be honoured.  

   If we want figs (or Fig Newtons) and honor, we need to take care of our 

fig trees and our masters. We can trust God to give us figs (and other food) 

and divine favor with our employer. The word is “shall” not “maybe”.  

 

27:19. As in water face answereth to face, so the heart of man to man.  
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   You can tell what a man is like by looking at his heart. What is in his 

heart will come out in words. 

 

27:20. Hell and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are 

never satisfied.  

   We are never satisfied by what is in the world. If we have a car, we want 

a better one. Our feeling of satisfaction comes by prayer and the Word. If 

our Word or prayer level drops, we start looking to the world to fill the 

void.  

 

27:21. As the fining pot for silver, and the furnace for gold; so is a 

man to his praise.  

We can look at this verse three different ways: 

1).We are tested by the praise we receive, how much of it sticks to us and 

how much we give to God, and how much pride is brought to the surface 

when we are praised.  

2).We can say we should test what people say to us to see if it is true or 

maybe deceitful.  

 3).Another interpretation could be that we are tested by what we praise or 

boast of. We can give praise to a football team, a restaurant, or a movie. 

Or we can praise God, a church, or a preacher. This is a test of where our 

thoughts go and what we are thinking about. 

    We should be honest with ourselves and judge ourselves to see how we 

fit into this verse.  

Philippians 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, 

whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever 

things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of 

good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on 

these things. 

 

27:22. Though thou shouldest bray a fool in a mortar among wheat 

with a pestle, yet will not his foolishness depart from him.  

27:22. Though you grind a fool in a mortar with a pestle along with 

crushed grain,  

Yet his foolishness will not depart from him. NKJV 
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27:23. Be thou diligent to know the state of thy flocks, and look well to 

thy herds.  

 

27:24. For riches are not for ever: and doth the crown endure to every 

generation?  

   We need to take care of business and make sure our children learn this 

lesson also. 

 

27:25. The hay appeareth, and the tender grass sheweth itself, and 

herbs of the mountains are gathered.  

 

27:26. The lambs are for thy clothing, and the goats are the price of 

the field.  

 

 27:27. And thou shalt have goats' milk enough for thy food, for the 

food of thy household, and for the maintenance for thy maidens. 

   By being diligent in our business affairs and by working hard, we will 

have clothing and food. 

 

Proverbs 28 
28:1. The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the righteous are 

bold as a lion.  

1 John 4:18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: 

because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. 

   It is a sad thing to be so filled with fear that you run when no one is 

chasing you. Fear torments us, can keep us from action, and even from 

making decisions. 

 

28:2. For the transgression of a land many are the princes thereof: but 

by a man of understanding and knowledge the state thereof shall be 

prolonged.  

   We are to pray for our political leaders; it is to our benefit and that of 

our country. 

 

28:3. A poor man that oppresseth the poor is like a sweeping rain 

which leaveth no food. 
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28:4. They that forsake the law praise the wicked: but such as keep 

the law contend with them.  

   Before I saw this, I had the belief that politics was maybe a little less 

than holy. We are to fight the wicked, but we should also pray for them. 

By driving the speed limit and otherwise following the law, we add 

strength to the prosecution of lawbreakers. 

 

28:5. Evil men understand not judgment: but they that seek the 

LORD understand all things.  

   As we draw closer to God, we see things the way he sees them. This 

gives us an insight that evil men do not have. We can not only see what is 

happening, but also understand why it is happening. 

 

28:6. Better is the poor that walketh in his uprightness, than he that is 

perverse in his ways, though he be rich. 

  

28:7. Whoso keepeth the law is a wise son: but he that is a companion 

of riotous men shameth his father.  

 

28:8. He that by usury and unjust gain increaseth his substance, he 

shall gather it for him that will pity the poor.  

   Unjust gain will end up in the hands of the person who will give to the 

poor. We can be that person that receives from the unjust man, and God 

will see to it that we are blessed when we give some or all of it to the poor. 

 

28:9. He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his 

prayer shall be abomination.  

   How sad is that? Imagine God saying, “Our prayer is an abomination.” 

 

28:10. Whoso causeth the righteous to go astray in an evil way, he 

shall fall himself into his own pit: but the upright shall have good 

things in possession. 

   “Good things” that what’s in it for us. 

  

28:11. The rich man is wise in his own conceit; but the poor that hath 

understanding searcheth him out.  
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   A person of understanding can see through a person who is wise in his 

own eyes. A person who understands God’s ways and goes through a 

period of lack, knows to wait patiently and expect to receive what the rich, 

who are greedy and proud, have stockpiled. 

  

28:12. When righteous men do rejoice, there is great glory: but when 

the wicked rise, a man is hidden.  

28:12. When the [uncompromisingly] righteous triumph, there is 

great glory and celebration; but when the wicked rise [to power], men 

hide themselves. Amplified 

 

28:13. He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso 

confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.  

   One evangelist said, “When we confessed our sin is not when God found 

out about it. When we confessed our sin is when we got rid of it.” When a 

person has sins he is not willing to deal with, that affects everything in his 

life. When he lies to God, others and himself, he becomes self-deceived 

and gets nowhere; nothing is working out for him. This will eventually 

affect all his relationships. He cannot be trusted in his business 

relationships nor his personal ones.  

   Prosperity is not just financial, but covers all areas of our life: health, 

joy, peace, friendships, freedom from guilt, etc.  

   This is a good place to pull together the verses on the mercy of God. A 

lot of this shows up in earlier verses, but we can review some of them 

here. 

Hebrews 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that 

we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. God is 

saying, ”Come on in, don’t bother to knock, and take all the mercy you 

need.” The old song says, “You don’t knock, you just walk on in.” The 

word “obtain” does not mean ask.  See the introduction for more on this 

and the next verses. 

Colossians 2:14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was 

against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, 

nailing it to his cross;  

Romans 8:1 Therefore, there is no condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus.  



222 
 

Joel 2:25 And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath 

eaten,…  

Isaiah 42:3 A bruised reed He will not break, and a dimly burning 

wick He will not quench…..Amplified   

 

Lamentations 3:21-23                                                                                                                  

21 This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope. 

22 It is of the LORD's mercies that we are not consumed, because his 

compassions fail not. 

23 They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.      

 

28:14. Happy is the man that feareth alway: but he that hardeneth his 

heart shall fall into mischief.  

   If we want to be happy, we should always fear, honor, respect, and obey 

the Lord. 

 

28:15. As a roaring lion, and a raging bear; so is a wicked ruler over 

the poor people.  

 

28:16. The prince that wanteth understanding is also a great 

oppressor: but he that hateth covetousness shall prolong his days.  

   Hating ill-gotten or unjust gain will help us live longer. 

    

28:17. A man that doeth violence to the blood of any person shall flee 

to the pit; let no man stay him.  

 

28:18. Whoso walketh uprightly shall be saved: but he that is perverse 

in his ways shall fall at once.  

   Safety is a promise to those who are upright.  

 

 28:19. He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread: but he that 

followeth after vain persons shall have poverty enough.  

  We should never underestimate the value of hard work. I am reading a 

novel about two brothers. One works hard, and the other is always chasing 

fantasies. The fantasy chaser is borrowing from the hard worker.     
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28:20. A faithful man shall abound with blessings: but he that maketh 

haste to be rich shall not be innocent.  

   I have written about God’s get-rich-slow system. What God wants us to 

be is steadfast, stable, steady, and truthful. This is in all things, not just 

going to church every Sunday. The Holy Spirit will direct us with peace 

and will not push us, telling us we’d better hurry or something bad will 

happen. Satan will try to frighten us saying that if we don’t do something, 

(like forwarding an email to ten people) disaster will happen. The Hebrew 

word for blessings refers to prosperity.  

   In the King James Bible the word spiritual appears one time in the Old 

Testament and twenty-seven times in the New Testament. When God 

refers to blessing in the Old Testament think in terms of physical, not 

necessarily spiritual, blessings.  

 

28:21. To have respect of persons is not good: for, for a piece of bread 

that man will transgress.  

   God is no respecter of persons. The person who has just been born again 

a few seconds ago is just as righteous as me, Billy Graham, or the Pope. 

God treats us all the same. We receive from God by faith, not because one 

person sins less than another or one person gets the “lucky ticket”.  

   We have all heard numerous times that we should see Jesus in the bum 

on the street, and that is correct. We should also give that person the same 

respect that we would give the president, the Pope, or Billy Graham. We 

should treat all men with dignity and respect. As we grow and get closer to 

the Holy Spirit, we start loving as God loves.  

   This verse mostly comes to mind regarding court cases. I sat on a jury in 

which an American citizen committed a crime against an illegal alien. The 

man had confessed and we were just setting punishment. The man’s 

lawyer kept hinting at the idea that, since the crime was against an illegal 

alien, we should not give him as harsh a penalty. God reminded me not to 

be a respecter of persons and to make sure the alien was not oppressed.  

 

28:22. He that hasteth to be rich hath an evil eye, and considereth not 

that poverty shall come upon him. 

  

28:23. He that rebuketh a man afterwards shall find more favour than 

he that flattereth with the tongue.  
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   In the long run, you will gain more favor by speaking the truth. It is 

better to correct a person than to flatter them. 

 

28:24. Whoso robbeth his father or his mother, and saith, It is no 

transgression; the same is the companion of a destroyer.  

 

28:25. He that is of a proud heart stirreth up strife: but he that 

putteth his trust in the LORD shall be made fat. 

   Fat means prosperous, but also has a blessing connotation and can mean 

anointed. 

  

28:26. He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool: but whoso walketh 

wisely, he shall be delivered.  

   I have told people many times to look inside themselves to see what they 

should do. Under the New Covenant, it might be okay, but under the Old 

Covenant people were not born again and could not trust what was inside 

them because they had a dead spirit. After seeing this, I do not think I will 

be telling people to look at their hearts. I will be telling them to look to 

Jesus for direction or ask the question, “What would love do?” Peter’s 

shadow healed people and, until my shadow heals people, I have room to 

learn and grow.   

 

28:27. He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack: but he that hideth 

his eyes shall have many a curse. 

   The God who spoke the universe into existence has just said to me that if 

I give my money to the poor, I will not lack anything I need.    

  

28:28. When the wicked rise, men hide themselves: but when they 

perish, the righteous increase. 

 

Proverbs 29 
29:1. He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly 

be destroyed, and that without remedy.  

   If we continue to say no to Jesus, at some point we will suffer and there 

is nothing you or God can do about it. Some of the people in jail were 

warned by God or others and continued in their sin until it cost them their 

freedom or life. 
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29:2. When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but 

when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn.  

    

29:3. Whoso loveth wisdom rejoiceth his father: but he that keepeth 

company with harlots spendeth his substance. 

   Sin costs money. One day it dawned on me that studying while in school 

probably makes a person $100 for every hour that they spent studying. 

This is in lifetime earnings. That puts a high cost on watching TV. I just 

made the $100 up, but it cost something to neglect studying and to waste 

time in laziness or other sins. 

  

29:4. The king by judgment establisheth the land: but he that 

receiveth gifts overthroweth it.  

 

29:5. A man that flattereth his neighbour spreadeth a net for his feet. 

   False compliments do us more harm than good.  

   An evangelist from Louisiana told a story about being a guest in another 

state and being served an awful gumbo meal. She asked him what he 

thought of the gumbo. The woman’s husband, who was not a Christian, 

was at the table with them and he was waiting to see if the evangelist 

would lie to his wife. The evangelist thanked the woman and told her that 

he appreciated her honoring him. He went on to say it was the worst he 

had ever had and told her never to cook it again. The husband was so 

impressed he started going with his wife to the meetings the evangelist 

was having. He got saved a few days later.  

   The truth is always better than false flattery. We do not have to offer an 

opinion unless asked.      

 

29:6. In the transgression of an evil man there is a snare: but the 

righteous doth sing and rejoice. 

   I guess we have figured out by now that sin is a trap for us. What’s in 

store for the righteous person? Let’s look at the Hebrew words for sing 

and rejoice. 

Sing – to overcome, to cry out, shout for joy, give a ringing cry (in joy, 

exaltation, distress) rejoice, sing for joy 

Rejoice – glad, joyful, merry 
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Life Lesson - Doing the right thing is always in our best interest and 

makes life fun.  

    

29:7. The righteous considereth the cause of the poor: but the wicked 

regardeth not to know it. 

   James 1:27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is 

this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep 

himself unspotted from the world. 

   The word religion here means outward expression. What is being said in 

these two verses is not “consider the poor and you will be righteous” but 

“an outward expression of righteousness is care, concern, and justice for 

the poor.”  

   When a person is born again, he is made righteous. His sonship is 

settled. He is made a royal priest. God is his daddy and Jesus his big 

brother. He has direct access to God. Now the person has to start working 

and he has the Holy Spirit to help him. The more this person works, the 

better their life becomes. The new birth leads to good works; not good 

works lead to the new birth.  

Ezekiel 16:49 Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, 

fullness of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her 

daughters, neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. 

   One of the sins of Sodom was neglecting the poor and needy.  

 

29:8. Scornful men bring a city into a snare: but wise men turn away 

wrath. 

   Mockers get a city in strife. Two cities come to mind when I think of 

racial strife. During the civil rights movement, City A went to the black 

leaders and asked what they wanted. The black leaders said what they 

wanted, showing restraint, and the city leaders agreed. There was, and is, 

little racial strife there. City B fought and argued about everything and 

they are still dealing with race problems. They seem to do things wrong no 

matter what they do.  

   If a city has problems, it is up to the pastors in that city to call their 

churches to prayer. It is up to Christian folks to bring peace, not take sides 

and get involved in the strife.  

1 Corinthians 13:8 Love never fails…. 
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29:9. If a wise man contendeth with a foolish man, whether he rage or 

laugh, there is no rest.  

   Nothing but unrest comes when we argue with a fool.  

 

29:10. The bloodthirsty hate the upright: but the just seek his soul.  

 

29:11. A fool vents all his feelings, But a wise man holds them back. 

NKJV 

 

29:12. If a ruler hearken to lies, all his servants are wicked. 

  

29:13. The poor and the deceitful man meet together: the LORD 

lighteneth both their eyes.  

 

29:14. The king that faithfully judgeth the poor, his throne shall be 

established for ever.  

 

29:15. The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself 

bringeth his mother to shame.  

 

29:16. When the wicked are multiplied, transgression increaseth: but 

the righteous shall see their fall.  

   The righteous will always come out on top.  

 

29:17. Correct thy son, and he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall give 

delight unto thy soul. 

   When I think of people who had arguments with their siblings or parents 

and have not spoken with them for years, I feel sorry for them. When I see 

siblings that argue all the time, I have the same feeling.  

   I was talking with a man that coached soccer for one of my children. He 

did it very well. I asked him why he was so successful. He said that when 

he started, he went to a coaching clinic and just did what was taught him. 

That sure seems simple. That is the way I approached child rearing; I just 

did what the book (the Bible) said to do.  

   My children have not given me any trouble and I take great delight in 

them. They are not perfect and I am certainly not perfect but, because I 
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corrected (chasten, discipline, instruct, admonish, teach) them, they were 

able to grow up in a peaceful environment. I just tried to do what the Bible 

said to do and trusted God to do the rest and make up what I lacked.   

   God got information to my wife and me early in our marriage. I believe 

that’s because we tithed. I believe my children’s good traits come because 

of my wife and usually the bad ones come from me; but really, God is the 

one who grew good character traits in to them in spite of my wife and me.  

   I have gotten flak from members of my family because this 

commentary’s theme is self-centered. My wife doesn’t like it when I call 

myself a self-centered jerk. Maybe I should think better of myself. 

Considering I have written about saying positive things, I should say nice 

things about myself; however I know who I really am. What I want to say 

is that if it will work for me, it will work for anyone. 

  

29:18. Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth 

the law, happy is he.  

   A church or a person should know where they are going. Where there is 

no revelation, goal, or no redemptive revelation of God, people just kind 

of wander around, everyone doing his own thing. Perish means to lose 

restraints or ignore or neglect.  

 

29:19. A servant will not be corrected by words: for though he 

understand he will not answer.  

    

29:20. Seest thou a man that is hasty in his words? there is more hope 

of a fool than of him. 

  

29:21. He that delicately bringeth up his servant from a child shall 

have him become his son at the length.  

   If we pamper an employee, we will get grief in the end. I asked one of 

my professors in a business class if things like buying donuts would 

motivate employees. He said, “No, soon they would want jelly donuts.” 

 

29:22. An angry man stirreth up strife, and a furious man aboundeth 

in transgression.  
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29:23. A man's pride shall bring him low: but honour shall uphold the 

humble in spirit. 

     

 29:24. Whoso is partner with a thief hateth his own soul: he heareth 

cursing, and bewrayeth it not.  

   He who makes a thief a partner hates himself.  

 

29:25. The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust 

in the LORD shall be safe.  

   We get nowhere if we fear what people think of us. Such fearing will 

trap us and make it harder to do what God wants us to do. A lot of people 

think I’m a nut and that is not pleasant for me. No one likes that. But I 

have to do what God says to do. I believe what I believe, and I am not 

going to apologize for that. I may be a nut, but I sure am happy and joyful.  

 

29:26. Many seek the ruler's favour; but every man's judgment 

cometh from the LORD.  

   The justice we receive comes from God, not men. 

 

29:27. An unjust man is an abomination to the just: and he that is 

upright in the way is abomination to the wicked. 

   Jesus went around doing nice things for people and they hung him on a 

cross. 

 

Proverbs 30 
30:1. The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, even the prophecy: the man 

spake unto Ithiel, even unto Ithiel and Ucal, 

  

30:2. Surely I am more brutish than any man, and have not the 

understanding of a man.  

 

30:3. I neither learned wisdom, nor have the knowledge of the holy.  

 

30:4. Who hath ascended up into heaven, or descended? who hath 

gathered the wind in his fists? who hath bound the waters in a 

garment? who hath established all the ends of the earth? what is his 

name, and what is his son's name, if thou canst tell? 
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30:5. Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put 

their trust in him. 

   The first time through I said to myself, “So what else is new?” After I 

finished the chapter I was going back over the verses and was shocked that 

I didn’t get it the first time. Even though it has been said many times 

before, here it is again. God’s word is pure; it can be trusted. It is not just 

pure for someone who has the lucky ticket; it is pure to all of us. God will 

protect anyone who puts their trust in him.  

   “I trusted God and he didn’t protect me one time” someone might say. 

   If we put our trust in him, he will protect us. The problem is with us, not 

God. If we trusted God and he didn’t protect us, God would be a liar. 

Since it is impossible for God to lie, we must look to ourselves to see 

where we missed it. 

    

 30:6. Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be 

found a liar. 

   God’s word is enough; we do not need to add to it. People say things and 

believe things that are not in the Bible. I can only say what is in the Bible. 

If someone says, “Put Christ in Christmas.” that may be something we 

want to do, but we cannot definitely say it is what God wants. The Bible 

does not speak to a Christmas holiday nor does it say how to celebrate the 

birth of Jesus. Nobody likes Christmas more than I do, but there is a 

1/365.25 chance Jesus was born on December 25
th

.  The calendar we use 

came after Jesus was born anyway.  

   I’m sorry to admit I’ve talked to other musicians as if Christian music 

was an end in itself. I have heard people spend a lot of time talking about a 

preacher or church instead of what was said at the church or by a preacher. 

Our speech should be about Jesus, not our denominational politics.    

  

30:7. Two things have I required of thee; deny me them not before I 

die: 

  

30:8. Remove far from me vanity and lies: give me neither poverty 

nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me:  
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30:9. Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the LORD? or lest 

I be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God in vain.  

Let’s not want things that are not good for us. 

 

30:10. Accuse not a servant unto his master, lest he curse thee, and 

thou be found guilty.  

   We should mind our own business. We should not criticize the way 

other people serve God. They work for God not for us. 

 

30:11. There is a generation that curseth their father, and doth not 

bless their mother. 

  

30:12. There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is 

not washed from their filthiness. 

  

30:13. There is a generation, O how lofty are their eyes! and their 

eyelids are lifted up.  

 

30:14. There is a generation, whose teeth are as swords, and their jaw 

teeth as knives, to devour the poor from off the earth, and the needy 

from among men.  

   I don’t want to be in any of those classes of people. 

 

30:15. The horseleach hath two daughters, crying, Give, give. There 

are three things that are never satisfied, yea, four things say not, It is 

enough: 

  

30:16. The grave; and the barren womb; the earth that is not filled 

with water; and the fire that saith not, It is enough.  

   I have noticed that some people are takers and some are givers.  

 

30:17. The eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey his 

mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the young eagles 

shall eat it. 

   I don’t want my eyes plucked out.  

 



232 
 

 30:18. There be three things which are too wonderful for me, yea, 

four which I know not:  

 

30:19. The way of an eagle in the air; the way of a serpent upon a 

rock; the way of a ship in the midst of the sea; and the way of a man 

with a maid. 

     

30:20. Such is the way of an adulterous woman; she eateth, and 

wipeth her mouth, and saith, I have done no wickedness.  

 

30:21. For three things the earth is disquieted, and for four which it 

cannot bear: 

  

30:22. For a servant when he reigneth; and a fool when he is filled 

with meat; 

  

30:23. For an odious woman when she is married; and an handmaid 

that is heir to her mistress. 

   When a person who has been taking orders for a long time comes to 

power, he will delight in bossing everyone around and in making life 

miserable for everyone around him. A fool will be motivated by lack to act 

correctly, but when he is full, his foolish ways will resurface. A hateful 

woman will use that as a way to control her husband and others around 

her. A poor person who is quickly made rich will show off and constantly 

talk about money to impress others. 

 

30:24. There be four things which are little upon the earth, but they 

are exceeding wise:  

   Here are examples of how people can have success when they do not 

have a lot of natural talents. People that do these things are not just wise, 

but exceedingly wise. 

 

30:25. The ants are a people (or nation) not strong, yet they prepare 

their meat in the summer; 

   The exceedingly wise plan ahead, work hard, save their money and give. 

Ecclesiastes 11:1 Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it 

after many days. They will give every day and expect to receive every 
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day. They have money coming in all the time because they give all the 

time. They keep their money in heavenly bank accounts. People do not 

need special talents to do this; it is open to everyone. 

 

 30:26. The conies are but a feeble folk, yet make they their houses in 

the rocks; 

   We don’t need to be strong if we are standing on the rock; the rock being 

Jesus or the Word. By doing this, we start out winners, and are 

exceedingly wise. 

  

30:27. The locusts have no king, yet go they forth all of them by 

bands; 

   Working well with others can go a long way. 

   Ecclesiastes 9:10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 

might…. 

   Exceedingly wise people do not need to be told what to do; they just do 

it. We do not need talent or brains; we can just do whatever needs doing. 

 

 30:28. The spider (or lizard) taketh hold with her hands, and is in 

kings' palaces. 

   A person can pick up a lizard or step on it but it lives with kings. It takes 

no talent to become a Christian, but when a person does, he becomes a 

king.   

 

30:29. There be three things which go well, yea, four are comely in 

going: 

  

30:30. A lion which is strongest among beasts, and turneth not away 

for any;  

 

30:31. A greyhound; an he goat also; and a king, against whom there 

is no rising up. 

  

30:32. If thou hast done foolishly in lifting up thyself, or if thou hast 

thought evil, lay thine hand upon thy mouth.  
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30:33. Surely the churning of milk bringeth forth butter, and the 

wringing of the nose bringeth forth blood: so the forcing of wrath 

bringeth forth strife. 

 

Proverbs 31 
31:1. The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught 

him.  

 

31:2. What, my son? and what, the son of my womb? and what, the 

son of my vows? 

  

31:3. Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to that which 

destroyeth kings. 

   This refers to immoral women and loose sexual morals. There are many 

stories in the Bible of the trouble men got into through sexual immorality. 

 

 31:4. It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine; 

nor for princes strong drink:  

 

31:5. Lest they drink, and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of 

any of the afflicted.  

 

31:6. Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine 

unto those that be of heavy hearts. 

  

31:7. Let him drink, and forget his poverty, and remember his misery 

no more. 

   The four preceding verses are strong warnings against drinking alcohol. 

  

31:8. Open thy mouth for the dumb in the cause of all such as are 

appointed to destruction. 

  

31:9. Open thy mouth, judge righteously, and plead the cause of the 

poor and needy. 

   We would do well to be always alert and ready to speak up for someone 

in need. These two verses seem to give honor to lawyers and judges, when 

they do their job well. 



235 
 

   People who keep vigil and pray outside abortion clinics are examples of 

this. 

 

31:10. Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above 

rubies. 

  

31:11. The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he 

shall have no need of spoil.  

 

31:12. She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life. 

  

31:13. She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly with her 

hands.  

 

31:14. She is like the merchants' ships; she bringeth her food from 

afar.  

 

31:15. She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her 

household, and a portion to her maidens.  

   A good wife works hard and keeps a household running smoothly. 

 

31:16. She considereth a field, and buyeth it: with the fruit of her 

hands she planteth a vineyard. 

   With wisdom a wife/homemaker/mother can also conduct profitable 

business. 

  

31:17. She girdeth her loins with strength, and strengtheneth her 

arms. 

  

31:18. She perceiveth that her merchandise is good: her candle goeth 

not out by night. 

  

31:19. She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the 

distaff. 

  

31:20. She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth forth 

her hands to the needy.  
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31:21. She is not afraid of the snow for her household: for all her 

household are clothed with scarlet.  

   Like the ants in 30:25, a good wife plans ahead. 

 

31:22. She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; her clothing is silk 

and purple. 

   This can mean being resourceful and creative. 

  

31:23. Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the 

elders of the land. 

   A man’s influence can expand when he has the support of a wise, hard-

working wife. 

  

 312:24. She maketh fine linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles 

unto the merchant.  

 

31:25. Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in 

time to come.  

 

31:26. She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the 

law of kindness.  

 

31:27. She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not 

the bread of idleness. 

   She is always busy. 

  

31:28. Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, 

and he praiseth her. 

   I always enjoy it when my children say nice things about their mother, 

because they recognize her good character.   

  

31:29. Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them 

all. 

  

31:30. Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that 

feareth the LORD, she shall be praised.  
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   Remember, marriage is for a lifetime. Potential spouses should be 

judged on character. Personality can fool you and beauty won’t last, but 

character will not fool you, and it will last.     

 

31:31. Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her own works praise 

her in the gates. 

   A wise woman’s good works are noticed and people speak of them. 

 

Conclusion 
   David was called a man after God’s own heart. In 1 Samuel 16, we read 

that David was anointed king and the Spirit came on him in power.  

1 Samuel 17:26 And David spake to the men that stood by him, 

saying, What shall be done to the man that killeth this Philistine, and 

taketh away the reproach from Israel? for who is this uncircumcised 

Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God? David 

wanted to know what was in it for him?  

Samuel 17:45 Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me 

with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee 

in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, 

whom thou hast defied. David understood his covenant and made it work 

for him. Our covenant is better than David’s and we should use our right 

standing with God to help others and in the process, we will help 

ourselves.  

    If I have written anything that conflicts with the Bible, go with what the 

Word says. Check out everything to make sure it is accurate. Any good 

preacher or good Bible teacher would want us to check out what they have 

said and make sure it lines up with the Bible.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



238 
 

 

Establish a Personal relationship with God  
   When you see a picture of Jesus on the cross, you see two other people 

on crosses next to him. We are going to look at one of those other two 

people.  

Luke 23:39 And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on 

him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us.  

   40 But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear 

God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation?  

   41 And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our 

deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss.  

   42 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest 

into thy kingdom.  

   43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou 

be with me in paradise.  

   This is so simple that the rational mind or the religious mind cannot 

believe it.  

   The criminal first said he got what he deserved. Romans 3:23 For all 

have sinned and come short of the glory of God. / Romans 6:23 For 

the wages of sin is death….. 

   Second, the criminal saw Jesus as guiltless and did not deserve to die.  

2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew 

no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 

   Then he called Jesus “Lord.”  Romans 10:9 That if thou shalt confess 

with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that 

God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  

 10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the 

mouth confession is made unto salvation.  

 11 For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be 

ashamed.  

 12 For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the 

same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.  

 13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  

The man also believed Jesus would continue to live and set up a kingdom. 

He also saw that Jesus could be called on for salvation. 
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Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

   Here are some other verses that will help us understand salvation: 

   Jesus is the only way to the Father. 

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: 

no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 

Acts 4:2 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other 

name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. 

Philippians 2:10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 

things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 

   We are saved by grace through faith. 

Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 

yourselves: it is the gift of God:  9 Not of works, lest any man should 

boast. 

   God loves us. 

Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while 

we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 

Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life. 17 For God sent not his Son into the world to 

condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 

1 Timothy 2:4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto 

the knowledge of the truth.  

 5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the 

man Christ Jesus; 

   Read these verses as true for you; insert your name if that helps. Reading 

these verses over and over will build faith in you. You can then ask Jesus 

to come live inside you and be your lord, and He will.  
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